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strengthen America’s families and commu-
nities. 

We have a fine example of a strong woman, 
Matriarch Eleanor B. Holmes, who has been a 
dedicated servant of the Church of New Hope 
Ministries for over 40 years. Over those forty 
years, Eleanor has served in various roles 
such as: International Women’s Council, 21 
Years as the Local Missionary President, 
Usher Board member, Sunday School Teach-
er, Mother Board member, Missionary State 
Chaplin, and Chairperson of the South Caro-
lina State Missionary Banner Committee. 

Born June 28, 1920, in Mayesville, South 
Carolina to Rosa (Smith) Bowens and Hugh 
Bowens. Eleanor’s ancestry traces back to her 
grandparents Reverend David E. Smith & 
Rosa Smith, both were born in 1860 into slav-
ery. As a daughter of the South and descend-
ant of Slavery, Eleanor Holmes was on the 
front line for civil rights and against Jim Crow. 
She fought for causes true to her faith and 
community by creating programs, like ‘‘Feed A 
Child Program (Friendship Apartments, Sum-
ter, SC),’’ and establishing the New Hope 
Church Day Care Center. 

As a child, Eleanor walked from Shaw 
Cross Road, Mayesville, South Carolina to 
Salterstown, South Carolina. Reminded by the 
many years of walking several miles a day to 
attend Elementary and High School, she 
launched community school bus service so 
children of Sumter would not have to endure 
what she had to endure as a child growing up 
in the South. In 1947, Eleanor married William 
N. Holmes, a World War II Veteran, and from 
that union came eight children, thirteen grand-
children, and 17 great grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, so often unrecognized and 
unrewarded, we have an outstanding indi-
vidual, a real American hero, Eleanor Holmes, 
who has contributed greatly to the lifeblood of 
our nation and her beloved South Carolina. 
Please join me in recognizing Matriarch Elea-
nor B. Holmes on the occasion of her 90th 
Birthday, and her undaunted service to her 
community of Sumter, South Carolina. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$13,194,523,014,378.23. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,556,097,268,084.43 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2010 BEST OF 
BRADDOCK AWARDEES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to recognize the recipi-
ents of the 2010 Best of Braddock Awards. 
The awards are given annually to deserving 
individuals, organizations and companies in 
the Braddock Magisterial District of Fairfax 
County, Va., who have demonstrated an out-
standing commitment to the community. 

Residents of the 11th Congressional District 
enjoy an exceptional quality of life. Fairfax 
County schools are ranked as some of the 
best in the country, our communities are safe, 
and our employment rate is second highest in 
the nation. However, much of what defines a 
community cannot be found in statistics; it lies 
in the commitment and contributions of all who 
strive for the betterment of the community as 
a whole. 

Recipients of the 2010 Best of Braddock 
Awards: 

Citizen of the Year—Duane Murphy. 
Club or Organization Making a Dif-

ference—Burke/West Springfield Senior Cen-
ter Without Walls. 

Most Can-Do Public Employees (Local)— 
Neighborhood College Team for the 2010 Ses-
sions. 

Most Can-Do Public Employees (Federal)— 
Mike McMahon, National Park Service. 

Young Person of the Year—Kelsey Rose, 
West Springfield High School; Melissa 
Sbrocco, Robinson Secondary School. 

Special Achievement Award—Tommy 
Salvi, Canterbury Woods Elementary School. 

Outstanding Business Persons—Jules and 
Nicky Verster, previous owners Great Har-
vest Bread. 

Neighborhood Enhancement or Beautifi-
cation, Homeowner—Fernando Restropo, 
Wakefield Chapel Road. 

Neighborhood Enhancement or Beautifi-
cation, Civic Association—Mike Walsh, 
Woodwalk HOA Landscaping Committee 
Chair. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating these outstanding resi-
dents and companies and also in thanking 
them for their service to our community. Their 
efforts and leadership have been a great ben-
efit to our community and truly merit our high-
est praise. 
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REMEMBERING JOSHUA FUESTON 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2010 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, nearly one year ago Joshua Fueston, a 19- 
year-old Army soldier from Bellingham, Wash-
ington, committed suicide in Washington, DC. 
Joshua was at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center receiving treatment for physical 
wounds suffered in Iraq, but he was also suf-
fering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). 

In honor of his life and service, I request 
that the following poem, penned by Bert 
Caswell, be placed in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

THE SCARS OF WAR 
As when our fines sons and daughters go off 

to war. . . . 
Much heartache, and such great burdens 

bore! 
As some come home all encased in wood, all 

but for the greater good! 
While, others come home without arms and 

legs. . . . as do they! 
Ones without eyes, and faces . . . with burns 

upon their bodies as placed this . . . 
Touching all hearts, in so many ways . . . as 

it’s for them we now so pray . . . 
But, some scars are not so easily seen . . . 
But found deep down inside most heroic 

hearts, convened! 
Are but found Those Scars of War, not so 

easily seen! 
The kind that, in the middle of the dark 

night make them so awake . . . 
All in cold sweats, as upon all of their fine 

souls such heartache is placed . . . 
All in their most sleepless sleeps, now car-

ried in their souls so very deep . . . 
As each day these scenes from hell they pray 

not repeat, as its for them we weep! 
For War is Hell, and Hell is War! 
For their battles do not end, when they 

reach their home shores again! 
As from the outside, they look so strong and 

secure . . . 
While, deep down inside . . . in all of them, 

the battle builds all the more . . . 
Destroying even the bravest, and the strong-

est of all hearts for sure! 
As upon their fine hearts and souls, but lie 

these most dreadful scars of war! 
As P.T.S.D., is but the silent killer . . . that 

we all should so look for! 
Because, while some die on battlefields of 

honor bright . . . 
And then others, come home all in anguish 

. . . to fight this fight! 
And sadly, without help . . . many will but 

live their last and final nights! 
As they must fight their own private wars, 

never ending both day and night . . . 
As this darkness upon them so lies, as they 

so try and try! 
With tears in eyes! 
As another Hero died this day! 
Take a look around you, I say . . . 
A Hero stands beside you, with tears of 

heartache upon their souls which lay! 
All in their quiet suffering, we must some-

how so hear their pain! 
For some things are not so clearly seen! 
But, lie so deep down so inside this pain . . . 
Remember, under the surface but lie all of 

their most dreadful dreams . . . 
Such things that Heroes dare not repeat! 
Now, carried all in their fine hearts, so very 

deep! 
For ever vigilant, as we must keep! 
For all of our Sons and Daughters, who deep 

down inside their fine hearts! 
The Scars of War, they so keep! 
P.T.S.D. a silent enemy . . . 
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SERVAAS STOKVIS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 13, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Servaas 
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