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pharmacy, including sufficient oral anti-
biotics to be distributed on discharge; imag-
ing machinery; a laboratory that could per-
form blood tests and urine chemistry, hema-
tology, blood gases, and microbiology anal-
yses; and autoclaves for sterilization. Energy 
sources (generators) and accommodations 
(tents and latrines) were also brought from 
Israel. This crucial effort was carried out by 
a highly trained, skilled logistics unit of 109 
personnel, including computer and commu-
nication specialists, security staff, kitchen 
staff, carpenters, plumbers, mechanics, elec-
tricians and a burial team. 

f 

BUSINESS ADVISORY TOUR 

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, last week during the July 4th 
recess, I had the privilege of announc-
ing my Economic Advisory Council as I 
toured each county in Georgia’s Ninth 
Congressional District. During this 
time, business leaders in all 15 counties 
I represent took time from their busy 
day to join me to discuss ideas for job 
creation. 

Do you know what was unanimous 
from each of these business leaders? It 
was stop the crazy spending that’s 
going on here in Washington and start 
sending clear signals that Washington 
is serious about creating jobs through 
the expansion of the private sector and 
not expansion of government. 

This starts with lowering taxes and 
stopping the runaway debt. We must 
stop cap and trade, repeal ObamaCare 
and get our house in order. In fact, 
Congress should block all tax in-
creases, freeze discretionary spending 
to at least 2006 levels, and stop all pro-
posed regulations that have any nega-
tive economic impact. 

In other words, the business commu-
nity in my district is saying loud and 
clear, ‘‘Washington, you’re not helping. 
Get out of the way and let the free 
market work.’’ 

I couldn’t agree with them more. 
f 

b 1600 

BUY AMERICA PROVISIONS 
WORKING 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, a few weeks ago I visited a 
company in my district, Integro, and 
through the enforcement of the Buy 
America clause, their business in mak-
ing lighting for airstrips has almost 
doubled. 

In visiting them, I found out that 
they then have increased their pur-
chasing from other domestic firms. So 
earlier this week I visited a company 
in Plainville, Connecticut, Olson 
Brothers, who has seen their business 

increase 20 to 30 percent because of the 
purchasing done by Integro. 

They buy their raw product from a 
company in Massachusetts, and hope-
fully later on during the August break 
I will get to visit them as well. 

The point is when you enforce Buy 
America regulations, when we make 
sure that the things we buy for the 
Federal Government are bought from 
domestic firms, you don’t just create 
business with one company, you create 
business with three companies, with 
five companies, with 10 companies. 
That is why Buy America works. That 
is why we should reinvest and strength-
en that policy here in Congress. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ARMY SPECIALIST 
BRENDAN PATRICK NEENAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BRIGHT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
with a heavy heart to pay tribute to 
Army Specialist Brendan Patrick 
Neenan today. Specialist Neenan was 
killed in Afghanistan on June 7th by 
an improvised explosive device, other-
wise known as an IED. He died while 
defending the country he loved so dear-
ly. He was only 21 years of age. 

A native of Enterprise, Alabama, 
Brendan was the third generation of 
his family to be a part of the 82nd Air-
borne Division. He was stationed at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and a 
member of the 2nd Battalion, 508th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team. 

After high school, Brendan enrolled 
at Enterprise State Community Col-
lege, where I went to school, where, 
like his older brother Tim, he showed 
an interest in comedy. But Brendan 
had a higher calling and strongly be-
lieved he should serve his country first 
before doing anything else. Without 
question, he adhered to the concept of 
America first. 

His brother Tim noted to the South-
east Sun newspaper in Enterprise, 
‘‘Brendan was a third generation 82nd 
Airborne. Him, my dad and my grand-
father did the exact same thing in the 
military. He was very proud of being a 
third generation 82nd. He absolutely, 
not in a political way, but in an altru-
istic way, believed in doing some-
thing,’’ and that something was serv-
ing his country. 

Even when he was preparing to de-
ploy to Afghanistan, Brendan was wor-
ried more about his family than him-
self. He told his sister Katie to keep 

her grades up. He encouraged his broth-
er Tim to continue his career in com-
edy. His father Hugh Neenan said, ‘‘He 
was a very gentle soul, the nicest soul 
you would ever want to meet, but he 
was a tough, tough young man.’’ 

When Brendan passed away, the loss 
was not only for the Neenan family, 
but for the entire country. America 
lost a true hero, someone dedicated to 
standing up for the values we hold so 
dear. He was an outstanding young 
American. 

When I spoke to Hugh Neenan shortly 
after his son’s passing, Brendan’s char-
acter shined through despite the fact 
that Mr. Neenan was understandably 
still distraught from losing a son. 
Brendan was simply performing his 
duty to his country, following a proud 
family tradition. 

Madam Speaker, delivering these 
speeches is one of the toughest duties 
any Member of Congress has to do dur-
ing his tenure or her tenure here, but 
what we do here pales in comparison to 
the brave actions of all of our men and 
women serving overseas. They are the 
true American heroes and they deserve 
our unending gratitude for their sac-
rifices. 

Brendan was laid to rest on June 22nd 
in Arlington National Cemetery along-
side 300,000 other American patriots. 
His tomb there will be an eternal re-
minder of his sacrifice to our country. 

The loss of Brendan was a blow to his 
father Hugh, his stepmother Lesa, his 
brother Tim, his sister Katie, as well as 
the entire Wiregrass area in southeast 
Alabama. Enterprise and the area sur-
rounding Fort Rucker, Alabama, have 
seen more than its fair share of loss 
over the last several years. 

May our thoughts and prayers be 
with the entire Wiregrass community, 
as well as Brendan’s family, during 
their time of mourning. 

f 

b 1610 

GOVERNMENT BORDER SECURITY 
PLAN: ERECT A FEW SIGNS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
bring you news from the third front. 
We have the first front in the war in 
Afghanistan, the second front is the 
war in Iraq, and the third front is the 
border with our neighbors to the 
south—Mexico. We are finally begin-
ning to learn that there is concrete evi-
dence of a new border plan by this ad-
ministration. The administration’s new 
plan is this. And let me show you. The 
plan is to put up warning signs—signs 
like this one right here. And I happen 
to have a photograph of one of these 
signs. It’s on Interstate 8 in Arizona. 

The Bureau of Land Management 
began posting these signs recently in 
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locations along Interstate 8 between 
Casa Grande and Gila Bend in Arizona. 
It’s an east-west stretch of highway 
about 60 miles long. Phoenix is 30 miles 
to the north. The border with Mexico is 
80 to 100 miles to the south. About a 
dozen of these signs have been posted. 

You probably can’t see this, Madam 
Speaker, so let’s go through it. Of 
course, at the top it’s in red: Danger: 
Public Warning—Travel Not Rec-
ommended. The Federal Government, 
the administration, and its new border 
security plan is to tell us, Don’t travel 
this highway. It’s not recommended by 
the Federal Government. The adminis-
tration has issued travel warnings to 
citizens to not travel in parts of Amer-
ica. It’s just too dangerous for Ameri-
cans to go through America. 

The sign goes on and says some more. 
Right here, the first bullet point: Ac-
tive Drug and Human Smuggling Area. 
So now we know why we’re not to be in 
that part of Arizona—because it’s not 
safe. There’s an active area of drug 
smuggling and human trafficking. And 
so the remedy of the Federal Govern-
ment is warning Americans to stay 
away. 

Further, the sign says: Visitors May 
Encounter Armed Criminals and Smug-
gling Vehicles Traveling at High Rates 
of Speed. Another reason why Ameri-
cans are encouraged not to go through 
America. It’s just not safe. 

Now, would those visitors be Amer-
ican? It must be because the sign is ac-
tually written in English, supposedly 
for Americans traveling this interstate 
highway across America. 

The sign further gives some more 
warning comments: Stay Away from 
Trash, Clothing, Backpacks, and Aban-
doned Vehicles. We’re not supposed to 
get near those items when we travel 
Interstate 8. You see, it continues to 
say: If You See Suspicious Activity— 
and this must be important because it 
is underlined—Do Not Confront. Move 
Away. Call 911. 

Now let’s go over this warning on 
this interstate highway sign telling 
Americans not to travel through Amer-
ica because it’s just too dangerous be-
cause of the illegal activity in the area. 
It says, If you see something that you 
think is suspicious, don’t confront 
those people. Move away and call 911. 

Now let’s go through this a little bit. 
Call 911. You pick up the phone, you 
call 911. Normally, when you call 911, 
you get local law enforcement to an-
swer the phone. You don’t get the Fed-
eral Government because they don’t 
answer 911 calls. 

So our government is suing Arizona 
and doesn’t want Arizona local law en-
forcement to enforce immigration laws 
and border security, but local secu-
rity—police officers—will answer 911. 
They will probably say, Well, we’re not 
supposed to be enforcing immigration 
laws so we’re going to turn you over to 
ICE. They connect you to ICE—Immi-

gration and Customs Enforcement. And 
what are they going to say? If we actu-
ally get to the Federal Government, 
what will they say? They will probably 
say, Well, read the rest of the sign and 
move away, because we have really not 
tried to enforce the law along Inter-
state 8 in Arizona. Seems to be a little 
nonsense to me. 

Here’s my favorite one down here at 
the bottom. The last one says, The 
BLM—that’s the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. They manage Federal lands 
in the United States to take care of us 
all. It says: The Bureau of Land Man-
agement Encourages Visitors to Use 
Public Lands North of Interstate 8. In 
other words, don’t go south of Inter-
state 8, that 80 miles to 90 miles to 
Mexico. Go north of Interstate 8. Phoe-
nix is only 30 miles from here, by the 
way. 

So, are we ceding as a country land 
south of Interstate 8 to Mexico, the 
drug cartels, to the human smugglers, 
to the drug traffickers? Are we just 
giving that land back because our Fed-
eral Government says, Sorry, we’re not 
protecting that part of America. We’re 
not going to keep that safe. 

That is unfortunate, giving this land 
over to the crime cartels. And so 
ceding the land to Mexico is not a bor-
der security plan at all. Our govern-
ment’s plan seems to be simple—erect 
a few signs, tell Americans to run and 
hide in their own country, and then sue 
the State of Arizona for trying to pro-
tect its citizens. That’s not a plan. 
That’s nonsense. The Federal Govern-
ment is missing in action. We need to 
send the National Guard to the border 
and protect Americans. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CONGRATULATING OCEAN WATCH 
AND ITS CREW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the crew of 
the sailing ship Ocean Watch, a 60-foot 
sailboat, which just completed a 28,000- 
mile journey around the Americas. It’s 
been a little more than a year ago that 
Mark Schrader, Herb McCormick, 
David Thoreson, and David Logan left 
Seattle and sailed north. They sailed 
around Alaska and then through the 
treacherous Northwest Passage, an 
area that’s usually too full of ice to 
pass but is now navigable because of 
the rapidly warming Arctic. 

After about a hundred days, the crew 
arrived safely in the waters of the At-
lantic Ocean. From there, the Ocean 
Watch sailed south along the Atlantic 
coast of both continents to the chal-
lenging route around Cape Horn, where 
they once again met the waters of the 
Pacific. After traveling over a year and 

completing more than 28,000 nautical 
miles, they finished their expedition 
and returned home to Seattle. They set 
sail with the mission of inspiring, edu-
cating, and engaging the citizens 
throughout the Americas to protect 
our fragile oceans. 

This amazing journey was envisioned 
by David Rockefeller, Jr., and Captain 
Mark Schrader of Stanwood, Wash-
ington. To implement their shared vi-
sion, Mr. Rockefeller enlisted the as-
sistance of a nonprofit organization he 
helped to found, Sailors for the Sea, 
that encourages sailors to become 
more active stewards of the world’s 
oceans. Over the course of their jour-
ney, the crew that included experi-
enced sailors, photographers, journal-
ists, educators, and scientists, visited 
13 countries at 45 ports of call. In Alas-
ka, they visited with the Namgis Indi-
ans of British Columbia and were 
themselves educated on the destruction 
of the local habitat by industrial log-
ging and over-fishing. They docked in 
New York City for a presentation at 
the New York Yacht Club, where they 
shared their experience and mission to 
a standing-room only crowd. 

At each stop, the crew shared their 
experiences and raised awareness of 
important ocean health issues like 
polar ice melt, ocean pollution, col-
lapsing fisheries, acidification, and 
coastal erosion due to sea level rise. To 
aid in their mission, the Ocean Watch 
carried with it various instruments and 
cameras, coordinated data collection 
with various NASA and NOAA sat-
ellites, and took advantage of the 
unique opportunity to track and mon-
itor global data from a single platform. 
In the true spirit of conservation and 
education, these measurements will be 
shared and used to complement other 
oceanographic, atmospheric, and cli-
mate research programs, the majority 
of which originated from the Applied 
Physics Lab and the Joint Institute for 
the Study of the Atmosphere and 
Oceans at the University of Wash-
ington. To help in accomplishing the 
educational goals of this project, they 
used a set of curricula and educational 
resources developed by Seattle’s Pa-
cific Science Center, and brought with 
them trained, bilingual educators who 
shared lessons linked to the onboard 
scientific research with the commu-
nities that they visited. 

The completion of Ocean Watch’s ex-
traordinary voyage cannot come at a 
more critical time in our Nation’s eco-
logical history. As we watch helplessly 
as the oil gushes into the Gulf of Mex-
ico and it devastates the region’s eco-
system with the far-reaching potential 
of consequences that extend well into 
the Gulf, we need more advocates who 
understand the importance of pro-
tecting our fragile oceans. 

While the crew of the Ocean Watch 
successfully completed their voyage, 
their work has only just begin. After 
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