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Again, 97 percent of Republicans 

voted against that program. Three 
hundred thousand jobs. They voted 
against it. What are you guys doing? 
We need to put people to work. 

Finally, one that most of the Repub-
lican leadership opposed, eventually it 
did become law and many, many Re-
publicans voted against this one, which 
was the Credit Cardholders’ Bill of 
Rights. Which one of us has not been 
ripped off by some credit card scheme 
or scam? But this really gives those of 
us that have credit cards—and I’ve got 
more than I’d like to say in my pocket 
right now—gives us at least a little bit 
of an equal footing here on that. 

So here are seven bills, all of them in 
one way or another providing in this 
case credit, the opportunity to get rea-
sonable credit; hire people; cash for 
clunkers, education; health care and 
other kinds of stimulus. Democrats in 
this side took it upon themselves to 
shoulder the burden, to pass the legis-
lation necessary to put people to work. 

My final point before I turn back to 
my colleagues is that the argument 
that I keep hearing is that it will raise 
the deficit. Yes. But we ought to under-
stand where the deficit really came 
from, and we’ll go through that. The 
deficit was really created as a result of 
three things. Keep in mind that when 
Clinton left office, this Nation was in a 
surplus. We were running a surplus of 
over half a trillion dollars. George W. 
Bush came in and did three things that 
created as he left office for the next 10 
years, an $11 trillion deficit: 

One, he started two wars, Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and didn’t pay for them; 
really the first time in American his-
tory. Secondly, he started Medicare 
part D, the drug benefit, I think 700 to 
$800 billion in 10 years, not paid for. 
And thirdly the great recession with 
the financial collapse. Those three 
things added up, beginning the day 
that Obama took office, he was handed 
a $1.3 trillion debt, given to him by the 
Bush administration. And if you look 
at the years out, continuing the Bush 
policy, that would add up to an $11 tril-
lion deficit. 

We’ve got to put people to work. The 
question that I always ask is, do you 
want tax takers, welfare recipients, 
who cannot get a job, cannot get unem-
ployment insurance, or do you want 
taxpayers? The Democratic House has 
voted consistently to put people to 
work so that they could become tax-
payers. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. If the gentleman will yield just 
for a minute, when we as Democrats 
look at what is it that we can do, if we 
are going to spend money, we should 
spend money to invest in America. 
There are four major things in Eco-
nomics 101, or any other book you read 
on economics, that will tell you how to 
increase the productivity and the inno-
vation of a nation, because that is how 

we compete, by increasing the produc-
tivity of Americans. The first is, you 
have to have an educated workforce. 
Some of the bills that my colleagues 
mentioned are about education, edu-
cation, education. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Excuse me. If I 
might interrupt, there is some House 
business that needs to be attended to. I 
notice our colleague arriving from the 
Rules Committee to take care of some 
House business. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5114, FLOOD INSURANCE RE-
FORM PRIORITIES ACT OF 2010 

Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 111–537) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1517) providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 5114) to extend the au-
thorization for the national flood in-
surance program, to identify priorities 
essential to reform and ongoing stable 
functioning of the program, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 
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A DISCUSSION ABOUT JOBS— 
Continued 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FUDGE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Please continue. 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. As I was saying, there are four 
basic things that you can do to in-
crease the productivity of your people, 
to increase innovation, if you will, of 
our Nation. The first is to educate your 
people. We have been putting money 
into that, including the GI Bill that we 
passed over a year ago. Health. If your 
workers aren’t healthy, they can’t go 
to work. So the health care reform. In-
credibly important. Transportation. 
How do you move people and goods? 
That was part of the Recovery Act, 
when we said, let’s build high speed 
rail; when we said, let’s put in systems 
of water and sanitation that work for 
our people. And, number four, commu-
nication, investing in innovation and 
communication for people; in 
broadband that we’ve been putting 
across our Nation. 

So that is the way we increase the 
productivity of our people. I have to 
say that on this side, on the Demo-
cratic side, even though people have 
been saying that we have been deficit 
spending, I say to them, anytime that 
you can invest in the American people, 
the American people will pay you back 
four or five or tenfold on that invest-
ment. 
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So I am again proud to stand here 
with you and talk about the accom-
plishments of this Congress. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Let’s turn to Ohio, 
and we will continue on with the story 
of jobs and what it means in our local 
districts. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. In addition to 
supporting those that are out of work 
with unemployment benefits, we need 
to support small business so that they 
can create more job opportunities for 
our workforce. 

Why aren’t small businesses hiring? 
On NPR this morning, one small busi-
ness owner said it as clearly as anyone 
can say: Small businesses are not hir-
ing because they don’t have to. We 
need to create an economic environ-
ment that makes it necessary for small 
business to hire. 

As we all know, 60 to 80 percent of 
the new jobs come from small busi-
nesses. Most Americans get their first 
jobs at a small business. I know I did. 
And the small businesses on Main 
Street are the ones that will lead our 
economic comeback, not the big busi-
nesses on Wall Street. 

So what can we do here in Congress 
to help small business? Access to credit 
is one of small business’s biggest chal-
lenges. For small firms to play their 
job-creation role, they need the right 
tools to work with, and without the ac-
cess to capital, small businesses have a 
tough time staying afloat. According 
to the SBA, without access to afford-
able credit, small enterprises are twice 
as likely to fail compared to businesses 
that can find credit. They must be able 
to access capital to be able to get their 
new venture off the ground or expand 
their operations. 

Given how tight credit markets are, 
that is a challenge that every business 
in every community is encountering. 
That is why Congress has taken steps 
to address these problems. 

Legislation that Congress passed in 
February strengthened the SBA lend-
ing programs and made them even 
more usable for small business. This 
important new law does a number of 
things to help small business. It pro-
vides interest-free loans of $35,000, giv-
ing that shot in the arm, the imme-
diate cash to cover existing business 
obligations. 

It makes it easier for small business 
owners to get small business SBA 
loans, and that is cutting away much 
of the redtape. So many people have 
stayed away from SBA because of the 
redtape that has been cut back signifi-
cantly or eliminated in many cases. 

This will reduce the cost of loans. It 
helps small firms raise equity and cap-
ital. In total, the new law will generate 
$21 billion in new lending and invest-
ment for small business. 

These programs, when paired with 
existing programs at the Small Busi-
ness Administration, will help business 
to continue and America’s small busi-
ness weather the storm and lead us 
back to prosperity. 

In addition, I support the Small Busi-
ness Lending Funding Act. The bill 
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