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Base in the city of Columbus, our cap-
ital. But the rest of Ohio has to either 
mine—and Congressman WILSON comes 
from a part of our State that actually 
supplies so much of the coal that is 
shipped to our region and others. We 
either have to grow in regions like 
mine—I represent a major agricultural 
region that abuts Lake Erie’s southern 
shore—or we have to manufacture. We 
don’t really have any choice. So we 
have to create wealth, basically. 

And what’s been happening over our 
country for many decades now is that 
we are amassing trillion-dollar trade 
deficits every year, which means all 
that spending benefits someplace else. 
Ten percent of the goods that are ex-
ported from China go to one company— 
Wal-Mart. They are a bazaar for Chi-
nese goods. 

We look at what you have pictures of 
up there, vehicles and wind turbines. I 
was just through a part of my district 
where wind turbines are going up now. 
We’d like to manufacture them as well 
as deploy them. And we are the solar 
capital of the Midwest—Toledo, Ohio, 
and northern Ohio. We are one of three 
centers on the continent, actually. 
People don’t realize that we’ve built 
that off of our glass industry, and it is 
a new age for us. In fact, the largest 
solar field in Ohio was just dedicated in 
Upper Sandusky recently, and I have 
bases in my district—smaller bases, 
like the F–16 Fighter Wing and the 
983rd Engineer Battalion and our Camp 
Perry—that have deployed solar fields. 

So we are trying to move our region 
into the new energy era, but it’s tough. 
It’s really tough because we are on 
such an unlevel global playing field. 
Other countries aren’t open to our 
products. And there is no question that 
unless we reduce that trade deficit and 
stop outsourcing our jobs to China, 
Mexico, every other place in the world, 
we are not going to be able to create a 
strong middle class and maintain the 
middle class that we have today. 

So I want to commend you for doing 
this Special Order tonight. We know 
that our future lies in wealth creation, 
and it has to come from places like 
Ohio that have to stand on their own 
two feet and pull themselves up by 
their bootstraps. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I thank you so 
very much, Congresswoman KAPTUR, 
for joining us. 

The heart and soul of America’s man-
ufacturing sector was the Midwest, and 
Ohio at one point was the strongest 
part of America’s manufacturing econ-
omy. I know it can be restored. And 
right here in this area with the rolling 
stock of America’s transportation sys-
tem, with the new technologies, wheth-
er they’re wind or turbine, if we use 
our tax money to support these indus-
tries rather than to support industries 
that are located in China or other 
countries, I think we can then provide 
the kind of strength that will return to 

America once again in the manufac-
turing sector. 

We’re nearly out of time, and this 
has been a great discussion. I just want 
to turn for a few moments to another 
colleague from California. We do think 
that we are the biggest part of the 
American economy. And a big part of it 
happens to be where Congresswoman 
WATSON lives, which is the entertain-
ment industry. 

Congresswoman WATSON, I think 
we’re out of time. 

f 

THE GOVERNMENT, THE ECONOMY 
AND JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, it’s a 
treat to be able to join you this 
evening to talk about the things that 
are of great significance to our country 
and to every individual citizen that 
lives in America. I thought that as we 
got into the subject of where things are 
with jobs and the economy tonight I 
might start by introducing it in a little 
different way than we do sometimes 
here on the floor, and what I’m going 
to be talking about tonight really is 
the fact that there is this fundamental 
difference between Republicans and 
Democrats. And most of the fighting 
and argument comes really in the an-
swer to just one question. It’s kind of a 
really simple thing. And the question 
is this: What should the Federal Gov-
ernment do? That’s really what divides 
us. That’s what makes all the people 
here in this Chamber disagree with 
each other, and sometimes even scream 
and yell, but at least respectfully dis-
agree with each other, because we have 
a fundamentally different idea of what 
the Federal Government should do. 
That’s a huge part of what we discuss. 
And, of course, the more that the Fed-
eral Government is going to do, it is 
going to cost more. And the more that 
it costs, the more regulations and all 
that you have, the more laws that are 
passed. And, inevitably, as the govern-
ment does more, people have less free-
dom. 

So there is some sort of a question, 
well, you know, what should the Fed-
eral Government do. So we’re going to 
be talking in a way about that tonight 
because it is the question of politics, 
essentially. And of course the Demo-
crat position is—it’s almost like the 
law of gravity, that wherever there’s a 
problem, the answer always is more 
taxes and more government. The gov-
ernment should fix that problem. 
That’s what they think. And the Re-
publicans always say, well, we want 
less taxes and less government, and 
they tend to go that way. So we’re 
going to talk a little bit about that. 

We’re also going to talk about sort of 
a theoretical question that sometimes 
I used to ask interns. We had an intern 
program. These are students that are 
in college and are just about to grad-
uate from college. And I would ask 
them this question, and that is, Is it 
possible for the government to steal? 
Can the government steal from people? 
And you’d see they’d get these quiz-
zical or puzzled looks on their faces. 
Can the government steal? Well, what 
does that mean? And you’d see them 
thinking, Well, I guess it’s impossible 
because the government can kind of do 
anything they want and, therefore, the 
government can’t steal. 

Of course if you come to the conclu-
sion that the government can’t steal, 
then that means that you believe the 
government owns everything. Do you 
really believe that? Many people are 
taught that in school. As they get 
older, as they work hard for a living, 
they start to take a different perspec-
tive. They worked hard for that dollar 
bill, and they’re not so sure they want 
the government to confiscate it. 

Anyway, we are going to be talking a 
little bit about the conditions in our 
economy and where we are. Why is it 
that we have a problem with jobs? Why 
is the economy flat on its back? Why 
do we have a sense that things are not 
well in America? And there are some 
answers to those questions. It’s not 
complicated. We simply look to the 
people who have gone before us and see 
what those are. 

I am joined here this evening by a 
new Member of Congress, a young man 
that shows tremendous promise and is 
joining us here on the floor tonight 
from Georgia. Georgia seems to be a 
good State for growing congressmen. 
And my good friend Congressman 
GRAVES is joining me on the floor here 
tonight from the State of Georgia. We 
are here early enough that it may be 
that even some of your constituents 
will have a chance to say, Hey, that’s 
my guy. We sent him to Congress, and 
he’s doing a great job. 

Welcome, Congressman, and we are 
going to get into things here in just a 
minute. I thought I might start, 
though, by going back a little bit to 
how did this economic problem come to 
be. 

b 1750 
And of course history just kind of 

continues to go along. But if I had to 
pick a point, this is kind of an inter-
esting one. This is September 11, but 
it’s not 2001, it’s 2003, 2 years after the 
attack on New York City, September 
11, 2003. 

This is the New York Times, not ex-
actly a conservative oracle, is report-
ing some news and this the news. It 
says that the Bush administration 
today recommended the most signifi-
cant regulatory overhaul in the hous-
ing finance industry since the savings 
and loan crisis nearly a decade ago. 
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And it goes on to say that under the 

plan disclosed in the congressional 
hearing today a new agency would be 
created within the Treasury Depart-
ment to assume supervision of Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac. Why? Because 
they just lost about a billion dollars, 
and they weren’t running their house 
very well. 

Now, Freddie and Fannie are not gov-
ernment organizations. They’re quasi- 
government. And when Freddie and 
Fannie started doing some wild and 
wooly things economically, the prob-
lem was that the assumption was the 
Federal Government would come and 
bail them out. And so Freddie and 
Fannie are getting out. This is 2003. 
Real estate market’s booming. 

President Bush says, watch out, 
Freddie and Fannie are getting in trou-
ble. I need more authority as President 
to control Freddie and Fannie. Freddie 
and Fannie, paying many lobbyists up 
here on the Hill, dishing out hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
thousand dollar bills, just passing them 
out all over here. So there’s Freddie 
and Fannie. They’re starting to get in 
trouble. President Bush says we’ve got 
to regulate them. 

Now the Democrats, on the other 
hand, the guy who is now in charge of 
taking care of regulating Freddie and 
Fannie because he’s in the majority 
now, this is Congressman FRANK, the 
Democrat, he says, these two entities, 
Freddie and Fannie, are not facing any 
kind of financial crisis. 

Well, that’s interesting. We, of 
course, 20/20 hindsight we say, well, ob-
viously you were wrong. I’m sure he 
would admit he was wrong. They were 
facing a financial crisis. And as 
Freddie and Fannie start to crash and 
collapse, we start to see the recession 
that’s upon us. And so that was a piece 
of it. 

Now, Freddie and Fannie, their whole 
concept was that we’re going to require 
banks to make loans to people who 
really can’t afford to pay the loans. 
Now, how that’s compassionate I’m not 
so sure because I wouldn’t want to be 
in debt to some loan for my home that 
I couldn’t afford to pay the mortgage 
payments on. 

But many people were encouraged to 
take loans out on houses because 
they’re going up in value so fast during 
those years. You just go ahead and 
take the loan, postpone paying any in-
terest payments. Five years later turn 
the house over, you doubled your 
money. It sounded good for a while 
until the music stopped, and then you 
didn’t have a chair to sit in. And so we 
have the beginning of this financial 
problem that was based on liberal so-
cial policy that said that banks have to 
loan money to people who can’t afford 
to pay those mortgages, and we’ll just 
sort of sweep it under the carpet. 

Well, then as the economy crashes, 
what happens? Well, we go back to the 

same old mistake we’ve made in the 
past. Unfortunately, with the stimulus 
bill the Democrats didn’t learn from 
their mistakes. I wish they would learn 
from other Democrats. They may not 
want to learn from Republicans, but at 
least learn from other Democrats. 

This guy, Henry Morgenthau, is 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Treasury 
Secretary, and he’s the one that start-
ed with the recession which turned into 
the Great Depression because they did 
the wrong things. 

So he says now, after 8 years—their 
idea was that if you grab the loops of 
your boots and pull hard enough, you 
can fly around the room. The idea is if 
the government spends enough money, 
it will make the economy do really 
well. And so they tried it for 8 years. 
And this is his report to Congress. 

He says, We have tried spending 
money. We’re spending more than 
we’ve ever spent before, and it does not 
work. I wish they heard those words: 
‘‘it does not work.’’ 

I say, after 8 years of the administra-
tion, we have just as much unemploy-
ment as when we started, and an enor-
mous debt to boot. 

You want to know why we’ve got un-
employment? Because we haven’t 
learned from going back even to FDR’s 
Treasury. This was Keynesian econom-
ics. It says if the government hires a 
whole lot of people, spends a whole lot 
of money, it’s going to make the econ-
omy okay. But the trouble is, it 
doesn’t work. 

I’d like to ask my good friend from 
Georgia now, Congressman GRAVES, if 
you would just join us. Let’s talk a lit-
tle bit about this whole situation be-
cause I don’t want to be just critical of 
the Democrats. I will be critical of 
them, not because I don’t like them, 
but because they’re wrong. Their eco-
nomics are wrong. They’re doing the 
wrong thing. They’re hurting the 
American public. 

People are out of jobs, and what we 
need to do is say, that’s not the right 
way to do it. But we have to have a 
good solution. We have to offer some-
thing constructive. 

And let’s talk about that. I yield. 
Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It’s great to 

join you tonight on this discussion. I 
think it’s the number one discussion 
going on across America right now, and 
that’s our economy, how’s it going to 
get back on track. 

And we’ve seen 15, 16 failed months of 
economic policy coming out of Wash-
ington, DC right here. And as I spent 
my time on the recess, and I had the 
opportunity 31 individual times to 
speak to various groups on those 12 
days, I can tell you the economy is on 
the tops of the minds of the people. 

Mr. AKIN. It sounds like the people 
from Georgia got their nickel’s worth 
out of their Congressman. Thirty-one 
separate meetings? 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Thirty-one 
separate addresses or speeches over 12 
straight days. 

Mr. AKIN. I wouldn’t want to be your 
car. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. But I can 
tell you, it’s the number one topic on 
the minds of north Georgians, is how to 
get this economy back on track. 

But what astonished Georgians so 
much was that just 4 days before July 
4, the day of independence, the day of 
celebrating independence from tyranny 
and bondage of years ago, 4 days before 
that, $167 billion of indebtedness was 
created on 1 day here because of the 
Federal Government. That’s the num-
bers, 1, 6 and 7, with 9 zeroes behind it, 
a phenomenal amount, nearly $1,500 per 
person here in the United States just 
on 1 day. 

Mr. AKIN. You’re saying $167 billion 
of indebtedness just up to the time of 
just before the 4th of July? 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. No, just on 
1 day. That was June 30, June 30 of this 
year alone, which was more than the 
deficit of 2006 altogether. 

And you look at the stated budget of 
the State of Georgia, the annual budg-
et is about $17 billion today. So almost 
10 times the budget of the State of 
Georgia for an entire year was bor-
rowed in 1 day here for the Federal 
Government. 

Mr. AKIN. Wow, that’s a lot of bor-
rowing. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. So Geor-
gians want to know how are we going 
to get back on track. So I spent part of 
my time this week on what I was call-
ing my Economic Advisory Tour. We 
decided we’re going to tear down the 
walls that we see here in Washington 
where Washington is not listening to 
the constituents. Instead, we’re going 
to open up communication. Instead of 
Washington pushing down ideas on job 
creation on the private sector, why 
don’t we get the ideas from the busi-
ness leaders themselves, the risk-tak-
ers, the entrepreneurs, the ones that 
have the vision and the dreams them-
selves. 

And so we had a great tour this week. 
And we came up with a simple formula. 
We’re not that far away. In fact, we 
have, what, in America, 17 million 
Americans without a job, 27 million 
businesses all throughout the Nation; 
and we know all those businesses want 
to expand, succeed, have a profit be-
cause we believe profit’s a good word 
here in the Republican Caucus. 

But you have 17 million unemployed. 
You have 27 million businesses, so the 
formula is simple. If just one business 
out of every three would hire one per-
son in the next 12 months, unemploy-
ment would be cut in half. And you 
know what? I didn’t say government. 

Mr. AKIN. That’s pretty straight-
forward. All you have to do is just cre-
ate one job per every three businesses, 
and there’s no more unemployment. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. And we 
didn’t say if government would hire 
one more American. We said the pri-
vate sector. So the question comes 
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down to this, and this is probably what 
would be a great discussion tonight is, 
Why? Why are businesses in north 
Georgia and all across this Nation say-
ing, you know what? I’m not going to 
hire somebody right now, even though 
I want to. I want to expend my busi-
ness. I want to see my profits grow, my 
sales increase. I want to invest in cap-
ital, but I’m not right now. 

Mr. AKIN. Not going to do it. Hey, 
you know, I’d really like to pick up be-
cause, as you said, there are people sit-
ting around having dinner in America. 
In fact, I’m a little hungry myself. I’m 
going to look forward to getting some 
chow. But they’re sitting around there 
talking about the same things you and 
I are talking about here tonight. 

And we’ve talked about one solution, 
which was the government takes $800 
billion. That’s what the Democrats did 
with their stimulus bill, and they said, 
if you don’t pass this stimulus bill, do 
you know what’s going to happen? We 
might get unemployment as high as 8 
percent if you don’t pass this stimulus 
bill. So the Republicans didn’t vote for 
it, but they pushed it through anyway. 
Spent $800 billion. 

And it really wasn’t even good old 
FDR, you know, ‘‘stimulus.’’ It wasn’t 
concrete to build hydro-plants or 
roads. It was basically taking money 
from one State, like in the State of, I 
don’t know about Georgia, but Mis-
souri, we’re fairly conservative and we 
have a balanced budget, and we’re not 
overspending. And yet you’ve got Illi-
nois or California, they’re overspending 
on the pensions of a lot of, like, teach-
ers and things. So they take money 
away from our States, and I assume 
Georgia is probably a little bit more 
cautious fiscally. They take money 
away from our constituents and send 
them to the other States where the 
governments have been out of control 
spending. 

Well, anyway, so they get this idea. 

b 1800 
Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Wealth re-

distribution. 
Mr. AKIN. The old wealth redistribu-

tion. The old socialism deal. So any-
way it is $800 billion. And here is what 
actually happened. This is putting peo-
ple back to work the big government, 
Democrat way. Look what happens to 
the employment in the private sector. 
It’s this white line. So 2007, 8, 9, 10, you 
see there is unemployment. And yet if 
you take a look at the red line, that’s 
the Federal Government. It’s hiring all 
right. Instead of letting the businesses 
keep some of their money and hire peo-
ple, instead they’re hiring government 
workers. So that’s how it works. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. If I remem-
ber right, what, about 700,000 tem-
porary workers for census data gath-
ering, which already a third of them 
have been laid off. 

Mr. AKIN. The trouble is really the 
government can’t stimulate the econ-

omy. The whole assumption is silly, be-
cause all the government does is takes 
money and spend it. But if you hire a 
government employee, does that create 
a job? The answer is no, because for 
every one government employee you 
have two jobs you have lost from the 
private sector because you are sucking 
money out of the private sector. So 
when you have the government spend-
ing a lot, you take jobs away. That’s 
what’s going on. That’s why the jobs 
are going. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. If I could 
expand upon that, because you make 
an interesting point. Because what I 
have started to understand, just from 
talking to business owners, is that the 
labor pool is a zero sum game. You are 
either in the private sector or you are 
in the government sector, one or the 
other. And so as the government sector 
expands, you are actually drawing in-
tellectual capital and wealth out of the 
private sector all together and expand-
ing the governmental sector. So the in-
verse of that would be if we want to 
shift some intellectual capital and 
wealth back to the private sector, we 
must shrink the governmental sector. 

Mr. AKIN. It’s one of those things, 
it’s sort of an inevitable law. And you 
can’t just let the government continue 
to grow and grow and grow, because 
eventually it takes over everything 
like a cancer. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. I guess to 
illustrate that point even more clearly, 
let’s assume government is the solu-
tion here. And we hear a lot of people 
say government’s the solution. So why 
don’t we make every American a gov-
ernment employee? Why wouldn’t we 
do that if everyone could have— 

Mr. AKIN. Don’t you go giving people 
ideas here in D.C. Somebody will try 
and do that you know. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. But they 
say that’s the solution, to expand gov-
ernment. That’s what creates jobs. So 
why don’t we do that for everyone? 

Mr. AKIN. Of course, obviously, that 
doesn’t work, does it? 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It doesn’t 
work. Why? You are right. The answer 
then is the private sector. 

Mr. AKIN. This is what was promised 
with the government bailout. You 
know, we are going to do the stimulus 
bill, $800 billion. And if you do the 
stimulus bill, these are the numbers 
the administration and the Democrats 
said—this is what’s going to happen to 
unemployment; it’s going to go down. 
And if you don’t pass the bill, they said 
this is what’s going to happen. But we 
did pass the bill, and that’s what hap-
pened. Obviously, their economics 
don’t work. They don’t understand the 
facts. 

So where have we gone? Here is the 
picture right here. This is the nasty 
little secret down here. You remember 
hearing that they used to say that 
George Bush spent too much money. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Right. 
Eight failed years, if I remember right. 

Mr. AKIN. See, those are these blue 
years, was George Bush. And then right 
here was a Bush year, but this is when 
Speaker PELOSI was in charge of Con-
gress. So this was in a way, if you give 
Bush credit for when PELOSI was in 
Congress, Congresswoman PELOSI, then 
this would be his worst year, which is 
about $460 billion worth of deficit. 
That’s his worst year. 

The next year, 2009, was when Presi-
dent Obama and the Democrats ran ev-
erything. Take a look at this jump. My 
goodness, it’s a three times worse def-
icit than the Republicans had run 
under Bush, and Bush was spending too 
much money. And I agree we were 
spending too much money. And then 
the next year, 2010, it’s even worse. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. So if you go 
back to your other graph that talked 
about employment and the growth of 
employment, or I guess in our case 
what we are talking about is the 
growth of unemployment today, you 
would see it probably correlates with 
that deficit spending. 

Mr. AKIN. If you spend more money, 
look what happens. You start to lose 
jobs. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Yeah. 
Mr. AKIN. Now, does that make 

sense? Is that logical? Now, you know, 
I was talking to a bunch of people, too, 
as I went around my district. And you 
know, people make economics way too 
complicated. I said, look, it’s not that 
complicated. It’s like a lemonade 
stand. Just picture you run a lemonade 
stand. It doesn’t have to be com-
plicated. And if you want a little busi-
ness, if it’s a lemonade stand or a ma-
chine shop or whatever it is, you want 
to make some jobs, you want to do 
some jobs, what you want is you have 
got to allow the guy that owns it to 
make enough profit from it so that he 
will add another wing on it, and he is 
going to sell tea mixed with lemonade, 
and then he is going to have peach lem-
onade, and different things and dif-
ferent products, different people. So as 
he expands his business he hires more 
people. 

But in order to let him do that, first 
of all he’s got to keep enough of his 
profit to be able to invest it back in his 
business. I mean it’s isn’t complicated. 
Don’t make economics so hard. And so 
I am sure you are talking to your con-
stituents. My constituents are nodding 
their head up and down, yeah, I under-
stand that. Not that complicated. 

So if you want to know what’s going 
to kill jobs, the first thing is excessive 
taxation. It’s just a killer to jobs. 
Where does the government get all its 
money? Taxation. Did you talk about 
that back in Georgia? 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. We did. And 
I know we are moving to solutions 
here. 

Mr. AKIN. Good. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It’s easy to 

look back and sort of, I guess, bash the 
policies of the last several months, but 
what’s important right now as a Nation 
is looking for leadership. I mean there 
has been a lack of leadership coming 
out of Washington for some time now. 
The Nation’s looking for leadership. 
They’re looking for a vision. They’re 
looking for a plan. And what we have 
discovered is it’s about certainty in the 
marketplace. When the marketplace 
has a little bit of certainty about 
what’s going to happen in the future, 
that creates confidence. There is no 
confidence in the business market-
place. 

So your first point up there is exces-
sive taxation. The one thing that is 
certain right now is that because of in-
action right here in Congress because 
of the Democrat leadership, taxes will 
go up this January of 2011. Capital 
gains will rise. Dividend tax will rise. 
Every income tax bracket will rise. 
The death tax will rise. The marriage 
penalty will rise. All of those will rise. 
So if we want to bring some confidence 
back to the marketplace, we would 
make those tax cuts permanent, 
wouldn’t you think? 

Mr. AKIN. You are absolutely right. I 
think you are hitting a couple of dif-
ferent points in this chart. The first 
one I am talking about is excessive 
taxation. But taxation also creates an 
economic uncertainty. And if you have 
got that lemonade stand and you don’t 
know what’s going on, you think 
maybe a tornado is coming, or maybe 
there is a tornado coming from Wash-
ington, or whatever it is, what you are 
going to do is you are going to hunker 
down. In Missouri, we use the word 
hunker down. I don’t know if there is a 
verb to hunker or not. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. You know, 
that’s a favorite Georgia Bulldogs 
statement. 

Mr. AKIN. Is it? Okay. Anyway, if 
you are talking about economic uncer-
tainty, if you don’t know what’s going 
on as a businessman, what you are 
going to do is you are going to be very 
cautious, very conservative, and you 
are not going to hire a bunch of extra 
people. 

But let’s take a look at these job 
killers. Excessive taxation. Lets’s take 
a look at what’s coming down the pike. 
You have to be able to see. This is the 
largest tax increase in history unless 
Congress is going to act to deal with it. 
First of all, for married people the 
standard deduction decreases if you are 
married. And then parents, you have a 
child tax credit, it will be cut in half 
from a thousand to 500 per kid. If you 
die this year and you have an estate, 
you pay nothing. Next year if you die, 
55 percent tax on it. 

You are a small businessman. You 
have gotten to be 80 years old. You got 
your business all going, it’s really 
doing good. It’s actually a farm. It’s 

1,000 acres with some big pieces of 
equipment. It’s worth $10 million, your 
farm is. And you up and die this year, 
and you pass that farm on to your son 
and he runs it, no problem. Next year 
same thing happens, you got the nice 
farm, got it all set up, you die, the gov-
ernment says, hey, taps your son on 
the shoulder, I need 55 percent. But he 
says wait a minute. If I take half the 
land of the farm then it doesn’t make 
the thing work economically. I can’t 
run the farm on half the land and half 
the equipment. If I have to sell 55 per-
cent of it, you are going to put me out 
of business. They say you don’t under-
stand. You owe the IRS 55 percent of 
the cost of that farm. And so that 
small business closes down next year 
because of this policy. 

Because what are we doing? Largest 
tax increase in history. Take a look at 
some of these tax increases. If you are 
paying 10 percent, you are going to be 
paying 15 percent next year. Those who 
are paying 25 percent of what they 
earn, they are going to be paying 28 
percent. Those paying 28 are going to 
go to 31. Those paying 33 are going to 
go to 36. Thirty-five is going to go 39. 
Capital gains, dividends, death taxes. 
All of this stuff is going up. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Now, if I re-
member right, a couple years ago we 
heard a lot about hope, a lot about 
change. Taxes were not going to go up 
on the middle class if I remember 
right. But if I look at your charts, it’s 
clear that the taxes are going to go up 
on not just the middle class, but every 
class. Everyone will pay taxes, regard-
less of where they are on the economic 
spectrum whatsoever. And as a result, 
businesses will not hire as many indi-
viduals because their taxes are going to 
go up. And if businesses aren’t hiring 
individuals, unemployment continues 
to rise. Unemployment continues to 
rise, it impacts everyone throughout 
this Nation. Again we are back in this 
crazy cycle. 

Mr. AKIN. Same cycle again. So basi-
cally what you are saying is, let’s say 
that you don’t make hardly any money 
at all. And so you are saying to your-
self, hey, I am not making much 
money, so I am not paying any income 
taxes. So do I care? I like it if the taxes 
go up. 

b 1810 
Oh, no, you don’t, because what hap-

pens if you have excessive taxation? 
You get no jobs. You know, you can’t 
just beat up on businesses, say all busi-
nesses are bad and then complain there 
aren’t any jobs. So if we keep soaking 
the owners of businesses with excessive 
taxation, we’re going to have a prob-
lem with jobs. 

So what the solution to these prob-
lems is—we’re making it sound com-
plicated. It shouldn’t be complicated. 
It’s simply that you’ve got to back off 
on taxes and back off on government 
spending. It’s as simple as that. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. So the solu-
tions aren’t reform and takeover of 
various industry in this Nation. In fact, 
it’s just the opposite, because in the 15 
counties that I spoke to this week, 
they said, Look, just get out of our 
way. Let us once again be creative, 
come up with the ideas to dream and to 
expand my business. But don’t put that 
next regulation, don’t force health care 
upon me. Don’t increase taxes right 
now at all. Instead, let us, the business 
owners, the entrepreneurs, the risk- 
takers, the ones who are willing to risk 
it all and work the hardest here and 
put it all on the line, allow us to do 
that without government interference. 

Mr. AKIN. This is kind of an amazing 
chart. These are all different countries 
all around the world down here, and 
there’s a little green line there. And 
this is the corporate tax rates. And this 
little green line happens to be the 
United States. And the only one with 
higher taxes on corporations is Japan. 
And we wonder, gosh, we can’t under-
stand why we’ve lost jobs in this coun-
try. Well, we’ve got the second highest 
corporate tax rate going, not to men-
tion the taxes on individuals, as you’re 
saying. 

So we’re not doing the job. And part 
of the reason we’re doing all of this 
taxation, of course, is because we’re 
spending too much money. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It seems 
that there was a report put out by the 
Heritage Foundation that indicated 
that America is now classified for the 
first time as ‘‘mostly free,’’ I believe, 
given their ranking system. And that 
would be a great illustration. I don’t 
think most Americans realize that 
America is second highest in the world 
when it comes to corporate tax rates, 
behind Japan, that all of these other 
nations that you have on this chart 
have lower tax rates than the United 
States of America. And we wonder why 
jobs go overseas to other countries. 

Mr. AKIN. Right. And that’s the 
thing. People get really upset. In fact, 
the Democrats that were talking before 
we came on tonight, they’re very upset 
that all of these jobs went overseas. 
And I’m thinking to myself, Well, 
who’s pushing all of the jobs overseas? 
You create an environment in America 
that is hostile to business and the jobs 
are going to go overseas. It is as inevi-
table as water running downhill. 

And what do we do? We keep increas-
ing taxes, increasing government 
spending, and the smart executives and 
corporations in America that have 
plants and facilities all over the world, 
they keep creating jobs. It’s just the 
jobs aren’t here. The jobs are going 
overseas because they’ve created such 
a hostile environment that the jobs 
aren’t going to be here. And how do 
they make the environment hostile? 
Well, first of all, by too much in taxes, 
and the second thing, of course, is too 
much spending. 
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Here’s a containment dome. We’ve 

had some trouble with oil leaking out 
of containment domes. And here’s one. 
This is a containment dome. There’s 
another containment dome, and it’s 
not working either. It sure isn’t work-
ing. Take a look at the rate of the 
spending that we’ve been doing. And 
the spending is always followed by, of 
course, a whole lot of taxation. 

And so the first thing is, if you want 
to get this thing back on track, if you 
want to do the opposite of job killers, 
you want to create jobs, then what you 
need to do is you want to cut your tax-
ation. This is one of those things I 
started out by saying I wish the Demo-
crats would learn from the other 
Democrats, and one of them they could 
learn from was JFK. JFK had a bad 
economy and he did the right thing. He 
cut taxes. And when he cut taxes sig-
nificantly, guess what happened? More 
jobs, stronger economy. 

And the funny thing is—now this is 
sort of odd. If you cut taxes, the Fed-
eral Government will actually take in 
more money in revenue than if you 
didn’t tax it. Have you thought about 
that? It’s almost counterintuitive. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Well, it ex-
plains exactly what we need to do. 
You’re right. It’s counterintuitive, but 
it works. Just as if that were to work, 
then the opposite must be true if you 
increased taxes. That means your rev-
enue decreases. There is a great illus-
tration in the State of Georgia. 
They’re trying to increase the tobacco 
tax in order to fill a budget hole. But 
prior to that, the administration here 
had raised tobacco taxes. And as a re-
sult of the raise of tobacco taxes from 
the Federal level, income of the State 
tobacco taxes had decreased by 20 per-
cent. 

Mr. AKIN. So let’s do that again, be-
cause these numbers are interesting. 

You’re saying Georgia basically did a 
little experiment along these lines. It 
was a specific tax on one product—that 
is, tobacco—and they increased the tax 
on tobacco. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. They were 
proposing to increase the tax on to-
bacco. Then they looked, and they 
looked at what had happened just prior 
to that. And it was the year before, and 
it was the administration here that ac-
tually raised taxes on tobacco. And as 
a result of that, the revenue for the 
State of Georgia actually declined 20 
percent. Without the State of Georgia 
raising taxes, the Federal Government 
raising taxes, but the State of Geor-
gia’s taxes that they would normally 
collect from tobacco actually declined 
by 20 percent. This shows that when 
you increase taxes, you actually—pro-
ductivity or consumption, all of those 
things, decrease and therefore it’s more 
damaging to the economy. 

Mr. AKIN. I was trying to explain 
that to some—because I give some of 
these talks to my constituents, and 

one of the ways I try to explain it is 
let’s say that you’re king for a day and 
your job is to tax a loaf of bread and 
you want to get as much tax revenue as 
you can by taxing bread. And so you go 
through this little exercise in your 
mind and say, I can tax the bread $10 a 
loaf or one penny a loaf. If I taxed at 
one penny a loaf, nobody would notice, 
and I would get a penny times all of 
those loaves of bread. But if I got $10 
on a loaf, wow, I could make a lot of 
money, but then maybe nobody would 
buy any bread because it’s too expen-
sive. So common sense would say some-
where between a penny and $10 you’re 
going to come to an optimum place 
where you can get the most tax on it 
and people will still keep buying bread. 
If you increase it, you actually lose 
revenue; If you decrease it—so there’s 
an optimum spot. 

And what’s happening is the govern-
ment is taxing people so much, by in-
creasing the taxes, it basically stalls 
the economy and so their revenue 
drops. 

Now, if I were a happy socialist, if I 
were really one of these guys that 
wants the government to do everything 
for everybody—— 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Is there 
such thing as a happy socialist? I 
mean, help me with that. 

Mr. AKIN. That’s the trouble. There 
aren’t very many of them that are 
happy because they’re so worried about 
somebody else making money that 
they don’t think—if I were a happy so-
cialist, I would want a strong economy 
so I had more money to swap around to 
my buddies, you see. But instead what 
we’re doing is we raise the taxes so 
much, it kills the economy and we 
don’t have as much money to work on. 

Now, the Federal Government 
doesn’t notice it so much, but State 
governments that have balanced budg-
ets—Missouri has a balanced budget 
amendment. We have to balance a 
budget. And if you’re a legislator or 
Governor, particularly in a State that 
has a balanced budget—and most of 
them do—when you have a recession, it 
is a tough time to be the leader of your 
State because people hate you because 
you have to keep cutting things to 
keep the budget balanced. Of course, 
down here, we just let it go. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It’s that 
print, spend, and borrow mentality 
down here. 

What you were referring to a minute 
ago, there’s a line of demarcation that 
I refer to as the tipping point that oc-
curs. And whether it’s an economy or 
anywhere else, there is a great book 
written on that very subject matter of 
how that occurs throughout time in 
various ways. 

So what we need to do right now is 
look for solutions that tip the other 
way. I think we Republicans are cer-
tainly the ones for less taxes, less gov-
ernment, personal responsibility, and 

it’s those positive solutions that I 
think Americans are looking for right 
now. They’re looking for that glimmer 
of, I guess, sunshine out there that 
says we’re going to get through this. 

I’m telling you, we are going to get 
through this. We’re going to get 
through this as Americans together 
working hard, once again, dreaming 
and not being dependent on the Federal 
Government to be the solution. 

Mr. AKIN. You’re absolutely right. I 
like the idea of being positive. And the 
solutions, one of them was JFK. He cut 
taxes, and the recession, after a period 
of about a year, turns right around and 
things go along well. Ronald Reagan 
did the same thing. Massive tax cut. As 
soon as he did that, the economy— 
takes a little while—the economy 
turns right around because there’s 
money now being invested not in more 
big government but the businessman 
puts that money into different new 
ways of creating, buying another mill-
ing machine, another wing on the 
building, more money for research and 
development to come up with a better 
way to make a product. And all of 
those things together, when the money 
goes back to the small business man, 
they start to hire people. 

I think—what is it?—companies with 
500 or fewer employees employ 80 per-
cent of Americans. So if those smaller 
businesses from 500 employees on down, 
if they got more money to spend on 
their own business, that’s part of the 
solution. And everybody does better 
when that happens. 

Of course, another thing that kills 
jobs is this insufficient liquidity. The 
businessman can’t borrow money be-
cause it’s all tied up in banks. Of 
course, we’ve got that problem going 
on now, too, and part of the reason is 
the government is gobbling up so much 
money with their incredible, incredible 
level of Federal spending which, once 
again, we point to this chart. This is 
what’s happened under Obama the first 
2 years of his Presidency. It’s three 
times more deficit than Bush, in his 
worst year, had. 

So this liquidity is a big deal to the 
businessman. And the banking rules 
right now make it hard for small busi-
ness men to get liquidity. And as you 
mentioned, the economic uncertainty. 
Who is going to take a risk when you 
see the lineup of what’s happened to 
us? First of all, you’ve got Wall Street 
bailout, and then you’ve got Cash for 
Clunkers, and you’ve got this stimulus 
bill where we waste $800 billion. 

b 1820 
And then we passed cap-and-tax at 

three o’clock in the morning. It was 
supposed to be about how bad CO2 is, 
and what’s the solution to the bill to 
keep CO2 down? You guessed it, a whole 
lot of taxes and a whole lot of red tape 
and government regulations 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Those taxes 
are only on Big Business, right, that 
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wouldn’t impact the consumer? That 
seems to be the argument that is put 
out there, but we all know that it’s not 
Big Business that pays taxes. It’s not 
the corporations that pay taxes. It’s all 
passed down through the consumer 
through the cost of any goods and serv-
ices as any other cost would be in a 
service or in a product. 

But I’ve been here 30 days. Thirty 
days I’ve been sworn in here as a Mem-
ber of Congress. 

Mr. AKIN. We are glad to have you, 
too. We wish we had some more people 
who would vote along the lines of get-
ting these jobs going and getting the 
economy going. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. It is an 
honor to represent Georgia’s Ninth 
Congressional District. I tell you, in 
Georgia what an incredible State. I 
know your State is great as well. But 
we have 13 Fortune 500 companies, 
three Fortune 100, the world’s busiest 
and largest airport, the fourth busiest 
port in the Nation, an incredible uni-
versity system and so much when it 
comes to entrepreneurial sprit. 

Mr. AKIN. But you haven’t men-
tioned Georgia peaches yet. You’ve got 
some good peaches down there. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. But a great 
State, so much to work with there, but 
there’s that uncertainty that lies out 
there. 

So in my 30 days here, the House 
voted on TARP II—of course, I opposed 
that—the expansion of unemployment 
benefits to a far-reaching amount, and 
then the war supplemental budget 
which was 61 percent un-war related, 
and it goes one thing after another, 
whether it is financial reform or 
whether it is this reform or that re-
form, just in my 30 days. So there is a 
little bit of certainty out there in the 
business community. 

The certainty is that something’s 
going to come down from Washington 
that’s going to put another burden on 
them, another tax on them and it is 
killing job creation today. It’s time to 
change that certainty around and say 
you can be certain that coming out of 
Washington it’s going to be less taxes, 
less government, personal responsi-
bility, and liberty and just for all. 
Let’s get back to free markets and cap-
italism. 

Mr. AKIN. That’s what it boils down, 
too, isn’t it? Two different visions for 
America. One of them is there are all 
these people who are victims and the 
government has to take care of them 
and you don’t have to be responsible 
and you are just going to be part of 
this permanent welfare idea. And I 
don’t think Americans by and large 
really want that. I think Americans 
really like the idea more of having the 
courage to live some dream that God 
puts on their hearts. 

You know, the way that this country 
was founded, they believed that every 
single person that God created in this 

world had some purpose, some job that 
God had in mind for them to do. So 
what they did was they came up with 
the idea that the only thing that you 
got in trouble for up in New England 
was if you didn’t work. You see, over in 
Europe they had all these classes and 
they had certain people who didn’t 
want any calluses on their hands be-
cause they didn’t like the idea of work-
ing. 

But the people that came to this 
country said, no, your job is to work 
hard because God made a job for every-
body to do. In the process of doing 
that, they created almost a classless 
society because how can you look down 
your nose at somebody else if God 
made one person to be an accountant, 
another person to be a blacksmith, an-
other one to be a farmer? How could 
you look down your nose if somebody 
is doing what God called them to do? 

But it was always the idea of hard 
work and being honest and so people 
could be free and chase the dreams that 
they had in their heart. But I don’t 
think people are happy when the gov-
ernment is dishing them out, you 
know, always dependent on the govern-
ment, you see, and I don’t think that’s 
what America is all about. I don’t 
think Americans are happy with the 
system where they’re just constantly 
going to be dependent on the govern-
ment. I think people love freedom in 
this country. 

As you talk to people around your 
district, I ask people if you had to sum-
marize what is America all about—I 
love to ask that question. Let’s say 
somebody from some foreign country 
came and they had a bunch of TV cam-
eras and put it in your face, and you’ve 
lived in America. Can you tell me just 
in a sentence what is the basic secret 
of what makes America such a special 
place. And the word that I always hear 
is freedom, freedom. It is not like, no, 
that the government’s going to take 
care of me. No, it’s the idea of being a 
free person, and that’s something 
that’s so precious to us in this country. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. You’re 
right, and it’s great, and that’s what 
we’ve got to get back to is allowing the 
freedom to succeed and the freedom to 
fail, wouldn’t you say? I mean, that is 
a freedom as well. Not government 
bailouts and government taking care of 
businesses that make poor decisions or 
take a risk that just doesn’t work out, 
for whatever reason. But, you know, 
when we think about where we are 
going in the future—and I think we’ve 
got a great future—we just have to be 
positive. We have to come up with posi-
tive solutions and solutions that aren’t 
the government being the solution but 
empowering the private sector. 

We’ve come into a new era I believe, 
and I believe it’s coming. I would like 
to say the sun is setting on an era, and 
that’s the era of the champions of gov-
ernment, that the sun is setting on 

that and now a new dawn is arising and 
that is going to be the champions of 
the taxpayer. 

So as we move forward through these 
next weeks and this great recess, I 
think America is waiting for this Con-
gress to take a recess so that they will 
stop passing policies that are damaging 
to small businesses and elect a new 
governing majority here coming up 
soon and we have positive solutions 
that just reduce the business owners 
and, once again, empower them to be 
the job creators instead of empowering 
government to be that. 

Mr. AKIN. You know, when people 
make a mistake—we were talking 
quite a bit about socialism, and lib-
erals really just hate it when you men-
tion that word ‘‘socialism,’’ but really 
an awful lot of Americans don’t know 
socialism when they see it. And it is 
very dangerous, it’s deadly, and it goes 
to the idea of what’s the job of the gov-
ernment. 

And if you go to our Founders, right 
off the bat the Pilgrims had socialism 
imposed on them by the loan sharks 
from England, and they pitched it out. 
They knew it wasn’t any good. They 
knew that socialism was really a sys-
tem of stealing where the government 
would take from one person and give to 
another person. If you go to the found-
ing of our country, it was built on a 
bright vision. There was a fresh air; 
there was a vibrancy and enthusiasm 
because you could fail. There was an 
incentive to do well. 

The understanding was that the job 
of the government was limited and lim-
ited in a particular way, and that was, 
the job of the government was justice. 
And Lady Justice was depicted—they 
chipped her out of marble, you know, 
and she’s sitting there and she always 
had this blindfold over her eyes and she 
held up the scales, and the scales were 
what the law says and your own ac-
tions. But she always had that blind-
fold on. Well, what did the blindfold 
mean? Well it meant when you came 
before the government, before Lady 
Justice, she didn’t peek whether you’re 
black or white or male or female, rich 
or poor. She just said this is the way 
the law applies evenly to all people. 

But socialism does something dif-
ferent. Lady Justice peeks and says 
this one’s rich, this one’s poor. I’m 
going to take from this one to give to 
this one and then we get sophisticated 
and we steal from everybody and pass 
it around to everybody else in the gov-
ernment. It gets more and more ineffi-
cient, but Lady Justice is peeking. 
That’s socialism. It’s wealth redis-
tribution. It is institutionalized debt. 
It’s morally wrong, and worst of all, it 
doesn’t work. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Right. And 
I believe Bastiat over 150 years referred 
to that as ‘‘legalized plunder’’ in the 
book, ‘‘The Law,’’ where he knew that 
anyone that was taking without per-
mission and giving to someone else was 
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plunder. And in the case of taxation 
here in the United States and the rais-
ing of taxes that we’re going to see in 
January 2011 just due to the inaction of 
the leadership here in Washington, 
that is an increased legalized plunder 
that is going to occur. 

Mr. AKIN. Which really kind of 
wraps back around. I promised when we 
started we’d ask a couple of these real-
ly basic questions, that is, Can the gov-
ernment steal? A lot of kids say, well, 
the government can’t possibly steal. 
The fact of the matter is the govern-
ment can steal when the government 
does stuff that it’s not its job to do. 
And one of the things it’s not its job to 
do is to take something from one per-
son and give it to someone else and 
that’s, of course, what the President 
said that he wanted to do with the gov-
ernment. He announced that before he 
was elected that that was his plan, to 
take money from Joe the plumber and 
give it to someone else. 

And, of course, he said he wouldn’t 
tax anybody that made less than 
$250,000, and yet that silly cap-and-tax 
bill that we passed in this Chamber be-
fore you were here—you don’t have the 
shame of having that having gone 
through here—but if you flipped a light 
switch, you start paying a tax. You 
know, it isn’t a matter of 250,000 bucks, 
you flip a light switch you’re going to 
be taxed. 

And that socialized medicine bill, 
wow, is that ever a disaster. They’ve 
got taxes in there on wheelchairs. I 
thought I saw a taxing on everything 
that moves or doesn’t move, but 
they’ve even got taxes on wheelchairs 
in that thing, and of course the prob-
lem is that’s what kills jobs. It’s mess-
ing the economy up, adding to the in-
sufficient liquidity, the economic un-
certainty and of course the red tape 
and government mandates. 

You put this package together and 
you can go both ways. You can have a 
vibrant economy, people free and pros-
perous and out there chugging along, 
good economy, or you can just keep on 
dialing in more and more government 
interference, more tremendous levels 
of spending, and basically what you’re 
doing is you’re killing freedom. 

b 1830 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. When you 
think about it, imagine if you had the 
opportunity to implement the policies 
that you felt were best to get jobs mov-
ing forward here in this Nation. If it 
was me, I would say, let’s empower the 
private sector. Let’s allow them to be 
the job creators, not government. Let’s 
reduce the tax burden. Let’s start with 
the capital gains tax, the corporate tax 
rate, as well as many of the other tax 
rates involved in there. But then not 
only reduce taxes, cut spending. You 
have to cut spending in association 
with those tax cuts. In addition, we 
need to cut it beyond because of the 

spending level that we’re currently on. 
But when you think about spending, 
everyone around here says, well, you 
can’t cut spending. And you have to 
ask the question: Are we running at an 
efficient level here as government? We 
know the answer. The answer to that is 
no. In my opinion there are no sacred 
cows. It is time to cut government and 
cut it and cut deep when it comes to 
cutting government. Americans all 
across this Nation are cutting their 
budget, and there are a lot of impor-
tant things in their budget. I believe 
it’s time for the Federal Government 
to cut their budget tremendously, re-
duce taxes, reduce the regulation, and 
let the private sector once again flour-
ish. 

Mr. AKIN. I think you’re absolutely 
right. 

The idea, though, that we can bring 
the level of spending that we’ve got 
going on under control by just trying 
to get efficiency, I think that’s prob-
ably optimistic. I think what we have 
to do is decide that there are some 
things that Washington, D.C. should 
not be doing in the first place. We 
shouldn’t cut it; we should just totally 
eliminate it. It should just stop. None. 
We need to take a good look at our 
Federal spending and say, What are the 
things the Federal Government has to 
do? We have to defend our Nation. We 
know that much. Because the States 
aren’t going to do that. We have to 
make sure there’s no pirates on the 
high seas. There used to be a law, it 
was one of the few Federal laws against 
piracy on the high seas. There was a 
Federal law when America started that 
was against counterfeiting, because 
that was not a State job; that had to be 
a Federal job. 

There are very few jobs that origi-
nally started at the Federal level. And 
then everything else, we have to push 
them back to the States. I would be 
happy to say, look, if the people of 
California, or Massachusetts, or Ten-
nessee want to have socialized medi-
cine, let them try it and see how it 
works. They could learn from Massa-
chusetts. It didn’t work well. They 
could learn from Tennessee. They 
about shut down medicine in Ten-
nessee. If States want to try these 
things, let the experiments begin at 
the State level. But at the Federal 
level, we have got to basically stop a 
lot of stuff. The first place I would 
start with would be just what Ronald 
Reagan said, shut down that Depart-
ment of Education. 

I had a group I was talking to down 
at a Honda dealership just a couple of 
days ago and I asked them, How much 
benefit do you think you’ve gotten 
from a whole bunch of Federal bureau-
crats that work in the Department of 
Education? Has it helped your kid any 
at all? There were these blank looks. 
No, I don’t think it’s helped a whole 
lot. 

So what happens if you sell the build-
ing and just shut down the Department 
of Education at the Federal level? Why 
can’t that be done at the State or local 
level? I think we have to ask those 
tough questions. Maybe you could 
make a case, gosh, it would be nice if; 
but we can’t afford it. 

Here’s a number: Debt and deficit as 
a percent of GDP. This is deficit. Here’s 
the United States. We’re right along-
side of Greece and Spain and the 
United Kingdom. We’re right in there 
with these European countries that are 
struggling, and we’re not much better 
off than they are. We’re way over-
spending. 

Here is debt as a percent of GDP. 
You’ve got the United States. There 
are only two other countries that are 
worse than we are, that’s Greece and 
Italy. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. If you had 
to simplify that for the American view-
ers out there, and I see that says about 
91 percent of our debt as a percentage 
of GDP. How would you simplify that 
in terms of the average household at 
home and they have income coming in, 
their pay as it relates to debt? 

Mr. AKIN. Let’s try and speculate a 
little bit. Let’s say the income for the 
whole year, they make a hundred 
bucks. So what does this mean, 91 per-
cent? If their income is a hundred dol-
lars for the year, what does that mean? 
That means they’ve got an incredible 
level of debt. They’re not going to get 
back out from under it hardly. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. You’re say-
ing that 91 percent of that goes to debt; 
that income has to go to debt. 

Mr. AKIN. That’s the problem. 
Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. If the liabil-

ity was called in at that point. It is a 
liability of 91 percent. 

Mr. AKIN. Yes. 
So the point is, what do we do here in 

America? We basically have to stop 
thinking that the Federal Government 
is God and that it’s going to solve 
every problem. We’ve got the Federal 
Government now, they’re into the 
automobile business, the insurance 
business, the student loan business, 
they’re in the flood insurance business, 
they’re in the food business, they’re in 
the housing business. 

It kind of reminds me, there was this 
country that I grew up paying close at-
tention to in the U.S., and it had this 
philosophy that the government is 
going to give you food, and it’s going 
to give you a place to live, some shel-
ter, it’s going to give you an education, 
the government’s going to give you a 
job and it’s going to give you health 
care. We looked at that country and 
thought, That’s not going to work. And 
it didn’t work. The whole country 
crashed economically. It was called the 
USSR. 

Here we are today, and what does the 
Federal Government try to do? Give 
people housing and food and education 
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and a job and health care. How are we 
different? What we have to understand 
is the Federal Government has to be 
reined in to do just what it’s supposed 
to do, which is justice. That is, provide 
a set of laws where everybody is equal 
before the law and a national security 
that protects us from terrorists and 
other people that wish us ill. So that 
Federal Government is just going to 
have to go on a diet. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. That’s 
right. 

I’ve only been here 30 days and I can 
tell you, this government is way too 
big. It does not run efficiently. There 
are many tasks that it should not be 
involved in whatsoever. We’ve seen 
those pass this House just in my few 
short weeks of being here. As I think 
about where we’re going and I think 
about the solutions that we’re all seek-
ing, the Economic Advisory Council 
that I’ve put together across the 15 
counties of the Ninth Congressional 
District is going to be one of the most 
dynamic councils I believe we have 
ever seen, because these are the busi-
ness leaders, those that are on the 
ground hiring and making decisions for 
their business, that are making tough 
decisions; what to cut out of their 
budgets, what hours are they going to 
operate, what supplies are they going 
to buy. And we’re asking them that 
question, What is keeping you from 
hiring that next employee? Because it 
goes back to that, if one out of three 
businesses would just hire one person 
in the next 12 months, unemployment 
would be cut in half. That’s how close 
we are. 

So what is it that the government is 
doing to prevent you from hiring that 
next employee? I am excited that soon 
I will be bringing back what I believe 
are going to be some powerful rec-
ommendations to the House of Rep-
resentatives right here and say, From 
the Ninth Congressional District, from 
the business leaders in north Georgia, 
here’s what they say needs to be done 
in order to get this economy back on 
track. 

Mr. AKIN. I think you and I have a 
pretty good idea what they’re liable to 
say, because they have enough business 
sense to know what’s happened histori-
cally. They know socialism doesn’t 
work, and they know what you’ve got 
to do is as the jobs and wealth and free-
dom, those are things that come from 
free people. It isn’t the government 
that makes jobs. It’s the businesses. 
It’s all of the innovative Americans 
that are out there, that are living that 
dream in their heart. From the begin-
ning days of this country, there are 
these people, these crazy people that 
came to this land with some dream of 
something they wanted to do. 

I remember there was one guy that 
had this idea, he wanted to build light 
bulbs. He built a hundred of them and 
none of them worked. His attitude was, 

now I know a hundred ways not to 
build a light bulb. These crazy people 
came with these dreams in their 
hearts, the dream became a vague pos-
sibility and eventually it became a re-
ality, and America was built, one 
dream at a time. It got to be so com-
mon, we called it the American Dream. 

I know, gentlemen, as you travel in 
Georgia and you talk to those people, 
that you really get to love them out 
there, and you hear the stories: 

‘‘Well, my wife and I were sleeping 
under a park bench, but we had this 
idea for a little business. That was 20 
years ago. Well, now, my goodness, 
we’ve done pretty well. The kids are in 
good shape. We’ve got a nice house. I 
think I might be selling the business.’’ 

We do this, this, or that. Who would 
have thought it? We’ve got one guy in 
Missouri. He started a little company 
called Innoventor. I love this story. 
Talk about somebody with some imagi-
nation. He had grown up on a hog farm. 
Some of us that are from suburbia, 
we’re not too fond of the by-product of 
those hog farms. But he had a lot of 
that by-product kicking around trying 
to figure out what to do with it. And so 
this guy took all this pig manure and 
he put it into a tank and he ran the 
temperature up and the pressure up in 
the tank according to some basic prin-
ciples of the way that we work with pe-
troleum products and figured out a way 
to turn all that pig manure into this 
thick oily sludge which they then use 
to make asphalt. 

And so he’s got a section of road in 
the State of Missouri that’s paved with 
asphalt made from pig manure. Of 
course the first question is, does the 
road smell? He says, No, when you get 
it up to this temperature, all the am-
monia and things that you associate 
with smell is gone. But here’s a guy 
that took something that nobody 
wanted, people looked at it as a liabil-
ity, and he’s got an invention that’s 
going to turn that pig manure into as-
phalt to pave our roads with. 

That’s the kind of thing that makes 
America. I thought that was a colorful 
example. I know you’ve got stories of 
your own from Georgia. My brother 
was a Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia 
Tech. I know they’ve trained some 
good engineers down there. 

b 1840 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. There are 
great talents and opportunities in 
Georgia. And as I know we are wrap-
ping up our time probably here, and as 
I sort of close out, it goes back to that 
zero sum. It is a zero sum game when it 
comes to employment. 

You are either expanding the private 
sector, or you are expanding the gov-
ernmental sector. And I believe our ob-
jective, and I am glad that you are of 
like mind with me, that as we consider 
the deliberations over the next several 
weeks, that those who are watching to-

night know that there are two men, 
plus more here, who really want to see 
the private sector expand, and expand 
through innovation and the excitement 
of the idea. 

So I sort of liken it to the flame. 
There is that entrepreneurial flame out 
there. It has been dampened. It has 
been dampened quite a bit over the last 
15–16 months with the policies coming 
out of Washington, and I believe it is 
our objective and I believe we can do 
this. 

It is time to once again fan that 
flame and get that dampened spark 
flamed back up and get that entre-
preneur fired back up about that Amer-
ican dream that you just spoke of. 

I will close with this story, because 
my son who is 10 shared with me the 
greatest illustration last year. We were 
debating allowances. We were talking a 
dollar for this task and a dollar for 
that task. And he stopped me and he 
said, dad, if you give me a dollar to do 
something that I should already be 
doing, doesn’t that just take away 
from what mom can buy groceries 
with? Wouldn’t it be better if I made 
something and sold it and added to the 
family? 

I mean, what a phenomenal example 
from a 10-year-old boy who understands 
productivity and wealth accumulation. 
That is something that excites me, 
that that young generation gets it. 

Mr. AKIN. Well, you know, that is a 
heartwarming story, and it shows the 
basic nature of your 10-year-old son. He 
understands that somewhere along the 
line, that he was made to do some-
thing, and even that God maybe has a 
plan for him, and his thinking was, I 
want to help my dad. 

You know, there is nothing I think as 
a Christian that inspires me more than 
a passage in the Bible that is in Ephe-
sians. It says that we are God’s work-
manship created in Christ Jesus. That 
means that each one of us is a unique 
and special person. 

But not only that. Here is what excit-
ing. He says unto good work which God 
prepared for us to do, every single one 
of us has a purpose in this world, and 
the purpose is to do some good work, 
which our Father wants us to do. And 
it is a pretty exciting thing if you are 
not cynical to say, you mean I can ac-
tually do something that would please 
my Father in heaven? 

You see, I think the freedom that we 
treasure in America was given to us so 
that we could do that mission that we 
were created to do. That is what free-
dom is all about. It is not to abuse, not 
to have the government take from one 
person and give to another person. It is 
about each one of us doing what we 
were called to do and living that Amer-
ican dream. 

Then as the country builds and be-
comes strong and we have this attitude 
that everybody has a purpose, every-
body, there is no one that isn’t in-
cluded in that, and that the freedom we 
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enjoy is freedom so that we can do 
what we were created to do in the first 
place. When we have that kind of atti-
tude, it gets contagious, and all over 
the world people are going to say, hey, 
look what is going on in America. Isn’t 
that exciting? Those people really do 
believe in freedom. They understand 
the difference between socialism, 
which is big government doing some-
thing that is stealing, it is dishonest, 
and allowing people to follow their 
god-given direction. 

That means as you said though that 
people will fail sometimes. We try, we 
fall down, we have to get up and try it 
again. If we didn’t understand that, 
none of us would know how to walk. We 
fall down the first few times. And I 
found that out trying to ski as well. 
You know, there is a part of my anat-
omy that worked as a brake for quite a 
while. It got pretty sore. 

But we keep getting back up again, 
and that is necessary in a free kind of 
society. But I think America loves that 
sunlight and bright light of freedom 
and that fresh air and the enthusiasm 
of the challenge, and the fact that 
every one of us has a purpose that we 
were put on this earth to do. 

The Lord has given us the simple 
commandment, thou shalt not steal, 
and when somebody takes something 
from one person and gives it to you and 
you didn’t earn it, you see, that is 
short-circuiting the way God made ev-
erything, and that is why it didn’t 
work. It didn’t work for the Soviet 
Union, it hasn’t worked in these other 
countries. 

Socialized medicine doesn’t work. 
Yes, you get insurance, but you can’t 
get any health care. That doesn’t do 
you any good. 

Well, I appreciate your joining me, 
and thank the good citizens from Geor-
gia for sending up such a great Con-
gressman, Congressman GRAVES. Is a 
pleasure joining you. 

f 

BRITISH PETROLEUM AND OTHER 
ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
HALVORSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it is 
always an honor and privilege to speak 
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives where so much history has been 
made. There are a number of things we 
need to cover. 

I had some interesting things going 
on in the Natural Resources Com-
mittee today because we are taking up 
legislation as a result of the oil spill. 
Those pesky words keep resurfacing, 
‘‘never let a crisis go to waste,’’ and it 
appears that is what is happening here. 

We had 11 people lose their lives in 
the Deepwater Horizon explosion. 
Many thousands may lose their liveli-

hood. We know that it is the worst en-
vironmental accident we have had in 
the United States. 

It has been amazing that so little had 
been done to try to assist from the 
Federal Government. Eventually the 
Coast Guard came on board, but three 
days after this terrible accident, it is 
nations like the Netherlands that have 
extraordinary expertise in building 
barrier islands, in actually taking in 
water and separating out the oil, peo-
ple that had all these wonderful inven-
tions and ideas and things that would 
help capture the oil, should have all 
been utilized because so many of them 
have merit, and yet the Coast Guard 
kept turning them away. Kevin 
Costner had spent $10 million of his 
own money to see this thing developed 
that would separate oil and water and 
do so in large numbers, but didn’t get a 
lot of attention. 

So I know there were a lot of press-
ing things to do. There were golf 
courses to be played, there were things 
that had to be done, parties that had to 
be attended. All the while the oil kept 
coming up and the environment kept 
suffering, wildlife kept suffering. 

And then when we eventually find 
out, well, actually there was a reason. 
British Petroleum thought they were 
bulletproof. They thought they could 
have more safety violations, hundreds 
of times more safety violations than 
other oil companies drilling in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and be immune from having 
the administration come down on it. 

It is understandable now, once we got 
into it. They were supportive of the ad-
ministration’s crap-and-trade bill. In 
fact, as the Deepwater Horizon rig was 
sinking, Senator KERRY down the hall 
was making negotiations making sure 
BP was still on board with the crap- 
and-trade bill. The White House count-
ed them as being supportive of the bill. 
And they, of course, have so many lob-
byists. Their best lobbyists are all from 
Democratic administrations. They felt 
like they were bulletproof. 

So then it begins to explain why it 
took so long to finally get on to BP 
and fuss at them, because America had 
had enough. They had seen the kind of 
poor safety record BP had. 

b 1850 

So BP got thrown under the bus, 
much to their apparent surprise, after 
all their support. They’ve given heavily 
to the President’s campaign. So I’m 
sure they were surprised when they ul-
timately were thrown under the bus. 

But as a result of that terrible trag-
edy there are some laws that are being 
voted out of committee. We had debate 
on them for several hours today. And 
that’s as it should be. A bill shouldn’t 
come to the floor that is so sweeping 
unless it goes through proper com-
mittee channels. Didn’t go through 
subcommittee, but we had a long hear-
ing on it today. And it will be voted on 

in the morning. All the votes were 
rolled so that they’ll take place in the 
morning. It’s just hard to believe that 
out of a crisis like the gulf oil spill, 
that people would take advantage of 
that and want to pork up the bill. 
Shocking. Shocking. 

One of the things that economists 
have proposed across the country that 
would help get us on track is that—fi-
nancially, that is, on track—is that is 
we have got to get out of the mentality 
of constantly buying more and more 
and more and more land. The Federal 
Government seems to want to take 
over the country, or at least those 
States that often vote heavily Repub-
lican. The colleagues across the aisle 
want to buy more and more of the land. 

So I had a chart here of what the 
West looks like, the Western part of 
the United States, how much of it we 
have in red that is owned by the United 
States. That is, by the United States 
Government. So you get an idea. Here 
is the Western United States. The red 
parts are those that are owned by our 
Federal Government. And the Federal 
Government wants more. We have had 
information on the amount of money 
that our Federal Government has been 
spending in the past on buying land, 
and it’s been rather shocking to see the 
numbers. Here we have the amount of 
money that was allocated in 2008 for 
the Federal Government to spend on 
buying more land in the United States 
for the Federal Government to take 
over. It’s important to understand that 
when the Federal Government takes 
over land, it means the schools in that 
vicinity, the local governments in that 
vicinity get nothing. Because all of the 
land, when the Federal Government 
takes it, is removed from the tax rolls. 
It cannot be taxed. Schools, cities, 
counties, States cannot tax the Federal 
Government once it takes over the 
land. 

So it makes sense that you want to 
be cautious in having the Federal Gov-
ernment take over more and more land 
in this country. In fact, that’s what 
economists have said. You have got to 
get out of the mentality of continuing 
to buy land. Start selling some. Let’s 
get on track to get rid of our deficit. 
Quit buying land. And it turns out that 
right now we’re $3.7 billion behind in 
the projects that are needed to keep up 
the existing Federal land and Federal 
parks that we have right now. Our 
parks are going to squalor in many 
places. Places that people used to love 
to visit are just being let go because 
the money is not there to take care of 
it. Why? Because we keep spending 
money on buying more and more land 
and locking that land up so it cannot 
be used for any purpose. 

That’s one of the problems we’ve got 
down with the border between Ari-
zona—a U.S. border—and Mexico. Thir-
ty-two miles of that border are wilder-
ness, national park, which means the 
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