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HONORING THE FAKLIS’ 100 YEARS 

IN TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 26, 2012 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate the Faklis family of 
Tarpon Springs, Florida, on the 100th anniver-
sary of Faklis’ Department Store and Shoe 
Repair Service. Throughout their many dec-
ades in the United States, the Faklis family 
has lived the American dream, applying hard 
work and determination to create a successful 
small business in our community. 

In 1909, two young brothers—Nikita and 
Nicola Papafaklis—arrived in America from 
Symi, Greece, in search of a better life for 
themselves and their families. Shortly there-
after, another brother, Vasile, arrived in Amer-
ica. Vasile and Nikita soon settled in Tarpon 
Springs and established their own small busi-
ness. This small business opened as a cus-
tom shoe maker. The business evolved into a 
dry goods department store carrying shoes, 
clothing, suits and specializing in shoe repairs 
and orthopedic corrections. 

Vasile and his sons, George, Nick and Mi-
chael are proud American veterans, having 
served in WWI and Korea. They continue to 
be involved in the local American Legion and 
never open for business without first dis-
playing the American flag in front of their 
building. 

Throughout the generations, the Faklis fam-
ily’s store evolved with the times and provided 
services with excellent professionalism. The 
family business has passed from Nikita and 
Vasile down to Vasile’s sons George and Mi-
chael, and down again to Vasile G. Faklis, the 
current operator and namesake of one of the 
family’s patriarchs. Serving the greater Tampa 
Bay area from their location in Tarpon 
Springs, the Faklis family has been able to 
merge old world craftsmanship and warm cus-
tomer service with the orthotic technology of 
today and the future. 

Mr. Speaker, for 100 years the Faklis family 
has represented the best of the American en-
trepreneurial spirit. They came to America 
seeking a better life and have become a pillar 
of the local community. Their economic suc-
cess and ability to adapt with the changing 
times exemplify the strength of this country’s 
business community, and I commend them for 
their contributions to our area. 
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TO RECOGNIZE THE 2012 LIFE-
CIRCLE ALLIANCES KUDOS FOR 
CAREGIVERS HONOREES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 26, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the winners of the 
2012 LifeCircle Alliances Kudos for Commu-
nity Caregivers Awards. LifeCircle Alliances, a 
non-profit organization based in Fairfax Coun-
ty, Virginia, is a leader in promoting and ena-

bling independent living for older adults with 
developmental, intellectual, or physical disabil-
ities, including our Wounded Warriors. 

LifeCircle Alliances has formed public-pri-
vate partnerships to create innovative long- 
term care solutions, enhance existing pro-
grams, and address workforce, mobility and 
transportation issues. The goal of these efforts 
is independence for life; ensuring that our 
older adults and adults with disabilities are 
able to live independently and with dignity in 
their communities of choice. 

The LifeCircle Alliances Kudos for Commu-
nity Caregivers Award celebration recognizes 
the efforts of six outstanding caregivers, who 
tirelessly provide dedicated care, day in and 
day out. The recipients of the 2012 Kudos 
Awards are: 

Stephanie Mensh—Stephanie Mensh has 
been a caregiver for Mr. Paul Berger for 25 
years. Additionally, she has volunteered her 
time supporting stroke and TBI survivors and 
their families. She also provides support and 
advice to other caregivers by hosting a sup-
port group as well as providing individual sup-
port by phone, email, and in person. 

Liza Ruiz—The loving mother of two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Ruiz has been caring almost daily 
for her 65 year old daughter, Cynthia, who 
was brain injured at birth and her husband 
who has been diagnosed with dementia. For 
many years, she did this while working as a 
full-time employee of the federal government. 
Mrs. Ruiz was instrumental in helping to es-
tablish the Northern Virginia Training Center, 
which opened in 1973. 

Maureen Renault—A dedicated and tireless 
caregiver, Maureen Renault has taken on the 
daunting task of caring for her mother, a resi-
dent at Herndon Harbor Adult Day Health 
Care Center. During this time Maureen has 
been actively involved in her mother’s care at 
the center in addition to her needs at home. 

Steven Nehl—Care-giving is an around the 
clock job for Mr. Nehl. He cares for his autistic 
son, Michael, and wife, Joanne, who is con-
tinuing to recover from two brain aneurysms. 
Since the time of her illness in 2008, Joanne 
is unable to work and Mr. Nehl may only 
maintain short-term positions due to the tre-
mendous requirements of his time at home. 

Cecilia Ortega-Shew—For almost two dec-
ades, Cecilia Ortega-Shew has given self-
lessly to individuals living with HIV/AIDS. In 
her role as a mental health clinician and pro-
gram clinical manager for Inova Juniper 
Group, she helps pregnant women have 
healthy, HIV-free babies and continues to 
counsel people on the difficulties of living with 
HIV. She inspires young staff to be better clini-
cians and instills in them a passion for caring 
for those with HIV. 

Natascha Dixon Edelin—Passionate and 
dedicated to helping women and children in 
need, Natascha Dixon Edelin tirelessly works 
to assist the battered women of Fairfax, Vir-
ginia and honor them for their strength, cour-
age and commitment. She partnered with the 
co-founders of the Duffy House in 2011 to or-
ganize the ‘‘Duffy House Day of Pampering’’ 
for victims of domestic violence and sexual 
abuse which provided, at no charge, a much 
needed day of respite for approximately 50 
women and 80 children. Her continued work 
with the Duffy House brings joy into this spe-
cial community. 

I congratulate this year’s winners and recog-
nize each of them for their dedication and per-
sonal sacrifices. These individuals are exam-
ples of the many caregivers who put the 
needs of their families, friends and colleagues 
above their own. Mister Speaker, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in paying tribute to the 
2012 LifeCircle Alliances awardees and in 
thanking the volunteers, staff, and partners of 
LifeCircle Alliances for their efforts in providing 
assistance to not only those in need of care, 
but to those who provide the care here in our 
community. 
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THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
FOR SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 26, 2012 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, 
throughout our nation’s history, individual 
Americans have voluntarily joined together to 
meet important needs in their communities. 
This generosity and willingness to work to-
gether toward a common goal is a trademark 
of the American character. 

Today, private voluntary associations across 
the country make substantial contributions to 
our nation’s well-being in areas such as health 
care and social services, education and the 
arts, economic development, and environ-
mental protection. Many of these associations 
are community foundations—charitable organi-
zations formed to attract and distribute endow-
ment funds. 

The Community Foundation for Southwest 
Washington is a successful private sector eco-
nomic and social support system that helps 
meet specific needs in our region. They have 
far-reaching benefits for anyone interested in 
philanthropy and are an example of the spirit 
of generosity and service that helped build 
America and continues to make it great. 

Directed by volunteers, the Community 
Foundation for Southwest Washington has 
community partnerships that run deep. The 
longstanding relationships they have built in 
the community help them meet current needs, 
while enabling the Foundation to address fu-
ture challenges and opportunities. They pro-
vide effective leadership in our community, 
often complementing or assisting in the coordi-
nation of public programs and other private 
services. They facilitate one of the fastest- 
growing forms of philanthropy in the United 
States. 

Today I rise to congratulate the Community 
Foundation for Southwest Washington on ob-
taining their National Standards for U.S. Com-
munity Foundations accreditation from the 
Community Foundations National Standards 
Board. Achieving confirmation and recon-
firming compliance with National Standards is 
a rigorous process, demonstrating that the 
Community Foundation for Southwest Wash-
ington has adhered to excellent philanthropic 
practice. This program requires community 
foundations to document their policies for gov-
ernance, donor services, investments, grant 
making, community leadership, and adminis-
tration. 
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