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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote incurs objection under clause 
6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

KILAH DAVENPORT CHILD 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2013 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3627), to require the 
Attorney General to report on State 
law penalties for certain child abusers, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3627 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kilah Dav-
enport Child Protection Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. ATTORNEY GENERAL REPORT. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, and again 3 years 
thereafter, the Attorney General shall pub-
lish and submit to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
United States Senate a report on the pen-
alties for violations of laws prohibiting child 
abuse in each of the 50 States, the District of 
Columbia, and each territory of the United 
States, including whether the laws of that 
State, District, or territory provides for en-
hanced penalties when the victim has suf-
fered serious bodily injury, or permanent or 
protracted loss or impairment of any mental 
or emotional function. 
SEC. 3. EXPANSION OF PREDICATE FOR IN-

CREASED PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN 
DOMESTIC ASSAULTS. 

Section 117(a)(1) of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, or against a 
child of or in the care of the person commit-
ting the domestic assault’’ after ‘‘intimate 
partner’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 3627, currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

The bill under consideration today, 
the Kilah Davenport Child Protection 
Act of 2013, is named after a young girl 
from North Carolina who was brutally 
beaten by her stepfather last year. Her 
stepfather was charged with felony 
child abuse and awaits trial. Kilah, 
who was only 3 years old at the time of 
the attack, will face a lifetime of brain 
damage and paralysis at the hands of 
someone who was supposed to love and 
protect her. 

Stories like Kilah’s are absolutely 
tragic, but they are not uncommon 
across our country. Approximately 3.5 
million cases of child abuse involving 6 
million children are reported every 
year in the United States. In my own 
State of Georgia, there were over 37,000 
reports of child abuse and neglect with 
over 15,000 substantiated incidents of 
abuse in 2009 alone. And the rates of 
child abuse are even higher in Indian 
Country, where Indian children experi-
ence child abuse at a significantly 
higher rate than the rest of the popu-
lation. 

Adding to those and these tragedies 
is the fact that child abuse cases are 
not always reported and oftentimes not 
prosecuted with the same vigor as 
other crimes. Studies have found that 
charges are less likely to be filed 
against perpetrators in child abuse 
cases than most other felonies, and 
these cases have lower incarceration 
rates than other crimes. 

H.R. 3627, introduced by Mr. 
PITTENGER of North Carolina, will help 
draw attention to how child abuse 
cases are handled across the country 
by requiring the Judiciary Department 
to issue reports on the criminal pen-
alties for child abuse in the 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, and the U.S. 
territories. 

This report focused on State statutes 
because most child abuse cases are 
handled at the State level. However, 
there are parts of the country where 
the Federal Government has an in-
creased law enforcement role, such as 
including in Indian Country. H.R. 3627 
helps to strengthen the Federal re-
sponse to child abuse and other forms 
of domestic violence in Indian Country 
and the special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction by amending 18 
U.S.C., section 117 to allow prior con-
victions for the abuse of a child to trig-
ger the offense of domestic assault by a 
habitual offender. This is a small but 
important change to the statute that 
will permit the Federal Government to 
prosecute more violent offenders. 

I commend the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER) for 
drawing attention to the terrible crime 
of child abuse and encourage my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Today we rise to consider H.R. 3627, 
the Kilah Davenport Child Protection 

Act of 2013. This legislation is part of 
the continuing effort to stamp out the 
scourge of child abuse in our society. 

According to the organization 
Childhelp, each year there are more 
than 3 million reports of child abuse in 
the United States. At least 6 million 
children are impacted on an annual 
basis. Every day an average of four to 
seven children die in this great country 
as a result of child abuse and neglect, 
and more than 78 percent of reported 
child fatalities resulting from abuse 
and neglect were caused by one or more 
of the victim’s parents. 

We must do everything in our power 
to change this sad reality. Our effort, 
of course, must be comprehensive and 
should include both robust criminal 
justice enforcement and parental edu-
cation and prevention efforts. In other 
words, our approach should be bal-
anced. Those who abuse children must 
understand that the consequences con-
nected to their criminal behavior will 
be significant. 

We must also aggressively take steps 
to prevent child victimization before it 
occurs. In doing so, we can mitigate 
the severe trauma of child abuse and 
simultaneously channel precious tax-
payer resources away from the crimi-
nal justice system. 

H.R. 3627 requires the Attorney Gen-
eral to issue a report regarding the 
penalties for violations of laws prohib-
iting child abuse in the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, and U.S. terri-
tories. This report must consider, of 
course, whether those laws provide en-
hanced penalties when the victim has 
suffered serious bodily injury or perma-
nent or protracted loss or impairment 
of any mental or emotional function, 
as occurred in this tragic case referred 
to in North Carolina. This reporting re-
quirement is a good step toward help-
ing Congress accurately evaluate the 
statutory landscape in the child abuse 
context and govern in a more informed 
fashion. 

In addition, the legislation permits 
prior convictions for assault, sexual 
abuse, or serious violent felonies to be 
used to trigger additional penalties for 
habitual domestic abusers on Native 
American reservations and in special 
maritime and territorial jurisdictions. 
This trigger will better protect poten-
tial child abuse victims from repeat of-
fenders. 

For the above-referenced reasons, I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, at this time, I yield as much time 
as he may consume to the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER), 
the author of this legislation, the gen-
tleman who has a great passion for this 
issue. 

Mr. PITTENGER. Thank you, Mr. 
COLLINS. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of pre-
cious Kilah Davenport, a sweet little 
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