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HONORING VOLUNTEERS FROM 

OREGON VETERANS TREATMENT 
COURTS 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my 
colleague Rep. KURT SCHRADER and myself, I 
rise today to convey our deepest appreciation 
to the team members of both the Klamath 
County and the Marion County Veterans 
Treatment Courts on visiting the nation’s cap-
ital this week. These Oregonians are here to 
attend the inaugural ‘‘Vet Con,’’ or Veterans 
Treatment Court Conference, the first ever 
gathering of veterans court team members 
from across the nation. The conference is 
being put on by Justice for Vets, a profes-
sional service division of the National Associa-
tion of Drug Court Professionals, with the goal 
of providing in-depth training to the nearly 200 
vet courts across the nation. 

Key to the operation of a veterans treatment 
court is the collaborative partnership of the ju-
dicial system, the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, the county Veterans Service Of-
fice, veterans service organizations, commu-
nity agencies and volunteers. These commu-
nity members partner in a treatment team 
which convenes before each court session to 
review cases and develop problem solving 
recommendations. This coordinated response 
addresses an array of issues from community 
protection and restitution to offender rehabilita-
tion. Weekly court appearances afford close 
judicial supervision of the veteran defendant’s 
progress. The court hands out encouragement 
and sanctions as warranted. 

Mr. Speaker, it may seem a bit lengthy, but 
we think it is important that we recognize each 
of the team members in order to honor the 
hard work of holding veterans accountable 
while guiding their progress in a treatment 
court setting. 

We are very proud of the work done for vet-
erans in the Marion County Circuit Court. Back 
in 2010, the Honorable Joseph V. Ochoa per-
ceived that many of the veterans in the crimi-
nal justice system had a certain nexus be-
tween their crime and their military service. 
Judge Ochoa sought to create a protocol to 
handle these veteran criminal defendants with 
the goal of obtaining treatment services for 
these veterans through the Veterans Adminis-
tration. 

Judge Joseph Ochoa decided to retire after 
16 years on the Marion County Circuit Court 
and in the later months of 2011 handed over 
the dream of building a veterans’ treatment 
court to the Honorable Vance D. Day. Judge 
Ochoa has remained active in the building of 
Marion County Veterans Treatment Court and 
has set aside his title as a judge and com-
mitted to serve as one of the defense attor-
neys in the treatment court. Joe Ochoa is a 
member of the team participating in the in- 
depth training this week at the Vet Con. 

I have known Judge Vance Day since my 
first year in the Oregon House of Representa-
tives. Vance and I have worked on numerous 
projects together for the betterment of Orego-
nians over the years. Judge Day is a collabo-

rative leader who is well known in his work 
with World War II veterans. Leading an excep-
tional team of professionals, Judge Day 
launched the Marion County Veterans Treat-
ment Court in October of 2012. Just recently, 
Judge Day’s Vet Court team competed for and 
was awarded a three year federal grant from 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance. As a result 
of this funding, and the broad base of commu-
nity support for the vet court, Judge Day be-
lieves that his team can grow the program to 
service sixty veterans at any given time. 
Judge Day is a principled and visionary lead-
er—a true Oregon pioneer in every sense of 
the word. 

We also want to recognize The Honorable 
Tracy Prall. Judge Prall has served on the 
Marion County Circuit Court since 2003. 
Judge Prall grew up in Keizer, Oregon and 
hails from a family of veterans. Her father and 
uncle served in the Vietnam War, and her ma-
ternal grandfather lost his right arm over North 
Africa in the early days of World War II while 
serving as a navigator on a B–17 Flying For-
tress. Judge Prall’s family service in the mili-
tary extends back to the Revolution through 
her ancestor Captain Samuel Newell, a Vir-
ginia patriot. Judge Prall is part of the team 
being trained this week and serves as the judi-
cial officer who steps in for Judge Day when 
he is unable to preside over the Marion Coun-
ty Veterans Treatment Court. 

E’lan Lambert is the Court Coordinator for 
the Marion County Veterans Treatment Court. 
We have been told that E’lan is a navy vet-
eran who served in the Vietnam era and has 
been involved in veteran’s issues for years, 
even starting a non-profit organization, Part-
nership for Veterans at Risk, some years ago. 

The Mentor Coordinator for the Marion 
County Veterans Treatment Court is Steve 
Koyen. Also a navy veteran of the Vietnam 
era, we understand that Mr. Koyen has a 
wealth of knowledge and experience he brings 
to this volunteer position. Mr. Koyen is nearly 
done with his Mentor Bootcamp at the Vet 
Con, and as I said before, the mentor aspect 
of these courts is such an important part of 
their success. Mr. Koyen should be given a 
‘‘shout out’’ for the fine volunteer work he is 
doing. 

Deputy District Attorney Bryan Orrio is the 
prosecutor on the Marion County team and he 
is here attending the Vet Con, as well. We un-
derstand that Marion County District Attorney 
Walt Beglau selected Mr. Orrio not only be-
cause of his skill and experience as a pros-
ecutor, but for his passion for veterans and 
the heritage they represent. Without the sup-
port of District Attorneys like Ed Caleb and 
Walt Beglau, veterans courts like Klamath and 
Marion County would not be free to thrive and 
grow. Mr. Orrio is one of those hard working 
Oregonians laboring to ensure our legal sys-
tem keeps us safe, but fairly dispenses justice. 

Attorney Tom Sermak is also in attendance 
at the ‘‘Vet Con’’ conference this week. Mr. 
Sermak is the Executive Director of the Marion 
County Public Defender’s Office and serve on 
the vet court team as one of the defense attor-
neys. We’re told that Mr. Sermak has a long 
and distinguished history as a public defender 
in what is most typically a very adversarial 
system. Mr. Sermak’s dedication to this new 
type of court—a non-adversarial, collaborative 

court—demonstrates his commitment to seek-
ing justice for all through whatever creative 
means possible. 

The final member of the Marion County 
team attending the Vet Con is Austin Herman. 
Mr. Herman is the team’s Parole and Proba-
tion Officer. It is Austin who does the daily 
contact and visits with the veteran defendants. 
We’re told he is an affable and highly com-
petent law enforcement officer who deeply 
cares for the program and the veterans it 
serves. Sheriff Jason Myers should be com-
mended for his support for the court, but even 
more so for assigning Austin Herman to the 
team. 

Mr. Speaker, we are ever so grateful and 
proud to be associated with the patriots in 
Klamath and Marion County circuit courts who 
have established veterans treatment programs 
of such high quality. Judge Day told me re-
cently that ‘‘our soldiers are victors, not vic-
tims. They fought and bled for the liberties we 
enjoy. It is our task to fight for their freedom 
now—freedom from mental and physical pain, 
freedom to return home healthy, freedom to 
enjoy the legacy of their sacrifice.’’ We could 
not agree more. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, December 4, I missed a series of 
rollcall votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Nos. 618, 619, and 622. 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on Nos. 620 and 
621. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 20, 2013, during rollcall 593 on H. Res. 
420—Providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 1900) to provide for the timely consider-
ation of all licenses, permits, and approvals re-
quired under Federal law with respect to the 
siting, construction, expansion, or operation of 
any natural gas pipeline projects, and for other 
purposes, the vote was incorrectly recorded as 
‘‘no.’’ I intended to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING CYNTHIA LEIGHTON 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the long and influential career of Ms. 
Cynthia Leighton. 

For twenty years, I have had the distinct 
honor of serving as co-chair of the Congres-
sional Fire Services Caucus. During this time 
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I have met so many dedicated men and 
women from outside the traditional ranks of 
the fire service who are passionate about the 
health and safety of our Nation’s firefighters 
and first responders. Cynthia Leighton is 
among those individuals, and truly strives to 
assist and protect those who keep our com-
munities safe and secure. 

As a fire service liaison from Motorola and 
Motorola Solutions for the past twenty-eight 
years, Cynthia has been the company’s go-to 
person on issues facing first responders, al-
ways willing and able to hear concerns, an-
swer questions, and provide assistance— 
whether the inquiry comes from a local fire-
fighter or a national fire organization, such as 
the Congressional Fire Services Institute or 
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation. 
Each year at both the annual National Fire 
and Emergency Services Dinner and the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service, 
she is often behind the scenes making sure 
that the event organizers have the proper re-
sources they needed for a successful pro-
gram. 

Going above and beyond her job description 
at Motorola, Cynthia has demonstrated an 
enormous capacity for helping others and 
doing whatever she can to support the work of 
our first responders. On behalf of the Con-
gressional Fire Services Caucus, I thank Cyn-
thia for her dedication and outstanding con-
tributions to the safety of our Nation’s fire-
fighters. I wish her the best in all her future 
endeavors. 

f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL ERIC HOLD-
ER’S FAILURE TO CONFRONT 
BACKPAGE.COM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I submit a letter I 
sent last week to Attorney General Eric Hold-
er, my fourth this year on the topic (I also sub-
mit the previous four), pressing him and the 
Department of Justice to prioritize combatting 
sex trafficking on the Internet. I specifically 
highlighted the Web site Backpage.com, which 
time and again has been proven to be a con-
duit for the buying and selling of human 
beings, including minors. 

My letter was prompted by a Washington 
Post article, which I also submit for the 
RECORD, which details the exploitation of a 
young local girl on Backpage.com. 

Attorney General Holder has failed to shut 
down or even publicly shame Backpage.com, 
one of the major vehicles for trafficking in this 
country. Enough is enough. I am not going to 
drop this issue until every mother and father in 
this nation has the peace of mind that our 
government is doing everything it can to con-
front this criminal enterprise. Backpage.com is 
profiting from the sexual exploitation of minors. 
This must not be permitted to continue. 

DECEMBER 6, 2013. 
Hon. ERIC H. HOLDER, Jr., 
Attorney General, Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER: The 
lead article in the Metro section of today’s 

Washington Post provided yet another sad 
account of a young girl being sexually traf-
ficked on the Web site Backpage.com. What 
makes it even more tragic is that the alleged 
pimp is a D.C. police officer. Enclosed is a 
copy of the article. I marked the reference to 
Backpage.com. 

For five years, I have been asking you and 
your department to deal with this problem. 
You have given a lot of speeches, but have 
you ever even publicly called out 
Backpage.com for its critical role in facili-
tating sex trafficking? 

When are you and your department going 
to get serious about solving this problem? 
How many more young girls are going to be-
come victims before the department deals 
with this? 

From now on, I’m going to hold you per-
sonally accountable for each victim traf-
ficked on that Web site—each someone’s 
daughter, sister, or mother. I’m asking you— 
not as attorney general but as a father—to 
use your remaining time in office to find a 
way to end Backpage.com’s trafficking of 
young girls and women. 

Best wishes, 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

[From the Washington Post, Dec. 6, 2013] 
POLICE SEARCH OFFICER’S HOME 

(By Peter Hermann, Ann Marimow and 
Clarence Williams) 

Authorities are investigating whether a 
veteran D.C. police officer was running a 
prostitution ring out of his Southeast Wash-
ington apartment where they found a 16- 
year-old girl who had been reported missing, 
according to documents unsealed in federal 
court. 

The officer, who has been on the force for 
24 years, had not been arrested as of Thurs-
day evening, but he was put on paid adminis-
trative leave as police continued their inves-
tigation. The teenager told police that the 
officer took nude photos of her and arranged 
for her to have sex for money, the court pa-
pers say. 

News of the allegation broke publicly as 
another D.C. police officer was in U.S. Dis-
trict Court facing a federal charge of pro-
ducing child pornography: Marc L. Wash-
ington, 32, was arrested Monday on allega-
tions that he took pictures of a semi-nude 15- 
year-old who had run away from home. 

Authorities said it does not appear that 
the cases are related, but the specter of hav-
ing two officers from the 7th District station 
house in Southeast investigated on crimes 
linked to sexual abuse of minors has shaken 
the 4,000-member department. D.C. Police 
Chief Cathy L. Lanier said the department 
‘‘is very concerned about the recent allega-
tions of egregious conduct.’’ 

Lanier acknowledged that the cases could 
make the force look bad, but she said that 
‘‘misguided actions of a few in no, way re-
flects on the professionalism, dedication and 
integrity of the department.’’ 

The Washington Post is not naming the 47- 
year-old officer because he has not been 
charged with a crime and was not identified 
in the search warrant application, filed in 
U.S. District Court. Efforts to reach him 
were not successful. 

It was unclear how investigators came to 
focus on the officer and the apartment on 
Stanton Road. The court documents state 
only that detectives investigating a family’s 
report of a missing 16-year-old girl learned 
that she might be at the officer’s residence. 

Police went to the apartment Tuesday 
night and the officer answered the door after 

repeated knocks, according to court papers. 
He let them in, and they reported that they 
immediately smelled marijuana. Detectives 
were told that two females were in a bed-
room; one was the missing teen, the court 
documents stated, and the other was an 18- 
year-old. 

Officers stayed at the apartment through 
the night and most of Wednesday, and after 
getting a search warrant, they confiscated 
nine pairs of shoes, one bra, two boxes of 
condoms, computers and cellphones. The 
court documents stated that they also took 
a mirror with names written on it and that 
the 16-year-old told police that the names 
were of women who had worked as pros-
titutes. 

A high-ranking D.C. police official said au-
thorities were sorting through conflicting 
statements and trying to determine pre-
cisely what was happening in the apartment. 
How the officer met the girl was not de-
scribed in documents made public thus far. 

According to court documents, the girl 
told police that she had gone to the officer’s 
apartment at least twice and that the officer 
took nude photos of her wearing sparkly, 
high-heeled shoes and showed them to a po-
tential customer. The man liked the photos 
and was scheduled to meet her and pay $80 
for sex, the girl told police. Of that, she said, 
$20 was to go to the officer. The girl said that 
the officer was to pay for her hairstyle, shoes 
and new clothes and that her working name 
would be ‘‘Juicy.’’ It was not clear whether 
the girl met the customer. 

The girl said that six other women worked 
out of the apartment and that advertise-
ments were posted on the Internet site 
backpage.com, the documents said. 

In U.S. District Court on Thursday, au-
thorities were dealing with the separate case 
involving Marc Washington. Magistrate 
Judge John M. Facciola said he wanted to re-
lease the officer to stay with his father in 
Waldorf, Md., and be put on electronic moni-
toring. But Facciola issued a 24-hour stay on 
the order to give prosecutors a chance to ap-
peal. 

‘‘It is despicable for anyone to do this,’’ 
Facciola said of the alleged conduct. ‘‘For a 
police officer to do this is beyond anyone’s 
imagination.’’ 

But with Washington’s gun and badge no 
longer in his possession, the judge said it 
‘‘reduces substantially’’ the possibility of 
the officer being able to abuse his previous 
position of authority. The arresting officer 
told the judge that Washington’s police pow-
ers had been revoked and that he was in the 
process of being suspended without pay. 

The officer’s attorney, Michelle Peterson, 
told the judge that her client ‘‘understands 
the serious nature of the charges, but they 
are just that—charges.’’ 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ari Redbord said 
that investigators recovered dozens of photos 
from Washington’s camera, including images 
of two semi-nude females who appeared to be 
minors, and that they think there may be 
other victims. 

‘‘He committed this crime on duty, in uni-
form and with a firearm,’’ Redbord said in 
arguing for Washington to remain in cus-
tody. ‘‘He picked the most vulnerable of vic-
tims in our community.’’ 

OCTOBER 23, 2013. 
Hon. ERIC H. HOLDER, Jr., 
Attorney General, Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER: I write 
to share with you a letter I sent today to 
President Obama urging that either he or 
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