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‘‘Prohibiting payment sources that mask 

the customer’s identity—such as gift cards, 
prepaid credit cards and using another’s 
credit card. These payment sources hamper 
law enforcement’s ability to investigate 
these ads. 

‘‘Verifying and knowing its customers. 
Verifying the identity and age of the person 
submitting the ad as well as the person de-
picted in any images in the ad. These are 
ways to verify this information either in per-
son or online when the ad is purchased. 
Other classified ad sites have implemented 
verification processes including database 
checks and review of government issued 
identification. 

‘‘Consistently blocking or removing post-
ings believed to involve minors being sold for 
sex. 

‘‘Preventing ads with previously flagged 
images from being posted and refusing to 
post ads from customers who are believed to 
have posted suspicious ads in the past.’’ 

I urge you, as the nation’s chief law en-
forcement authority, to press Backpage.com 
to immediately adopt these recommenda-
tions. And if they fail to voluntarily adopt 
these recommendations, I implore you to 
take legal action against Backpage.com. 

Despite mounting public pressure, 
Backpage.com seems impervious to criticism 
and even shame. I am increasingly convinced 
that they will only respond to the very real 
prospect of criminal or civil liability. Sites 
like Backpage.com have historically hid be-
hind the Communications Decency Act 
(CDA) which, as NCMEC points out, ‘‘Pro-
vides immunity to Internet communication 
service providers, such as website operators, 
for publishing content by third parties.’’ But 
importantly, the CDA does not prevent fed-
eral prosecutions of sexual crimes against 
children. 

On January 10, the Kansas City Star re-
ported that the Eighth Circuit Court of ap-
peals ‘‘decided for the first time that a fed-
eral anti-slavery law applies to both the con-
sumers as well as the sellers of sex with chil-
dren.’’ Specifically the court found, ‘‘The un-
ambiguous text . . . makes no distinction be-
tween suppliers and purchasers of commer-
cial sex acts with children, and the defend-
ants have failed to persuade us Congress in-
tended a supplier-only limitation or a pur-
chaser exception.’’ 

The anti-trafficking movement has recog-
nized this as a landmark ruling which closes 
an important loophole in the fight against 
trafficking through criminal deterrence, and 
raises the priority of prosecution of demand. 
However, this victory will be short-lived if 
Backpage.com and related online classified 
sites operate without fear of repercussion, 
fostering an atmosphere of demand which re-
sults in the continued trafficking of women 
and children for sex. 

This is a grave injustice—a blot on our col-
lective national conscience which demands 
action. Will you allow this exploitation to 
continue on your watch? 

Sincerely, 
FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

CONGRATULATING AHN MIRA AND 
SEAN RYAN HALPIN ON THEIR 
WEDDING IN SEOUL, KOREA 

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the wedding ceremony of 
Ms. Ahn Mira and Mr. Sean Ryan Halpin held 
earlier this fall, on September 14, 2013, in 
Seoul, Republic of Korea. The couple met dur-
ing Sean Halpin’s current service as a first 
lieutenant with the Special Operations Com-
mand—Korea (SOCKOR), United States 
Forces Korea. 

Ms. Ahn is from the distinguished Ahn fam-
ily of Haeju City, South Hwanghae-do Prov-
ince, currently in North Korea. The Ahn clan of 
Hwanghae-do is remembered historically for 
their several family members who took leading 
roles in the independence movement during 
Korea’s colonial occupation. 

Ms. Ahn’s paternal grandfather came to the 
port of Pusan, in South Korea as a refugee 
during the Korean War. Her family currently 
resides in the port city of Incheon where her 
father, Ahn Jaeman, is the principal of the top- 
rated East Incheon Middle School and her 
mother, Kim Kyunghee, is the devoted mother 
of two daughters. 

Sean Halpin is from a family that has served 
the United States for more than a century. His 
paternal great-great-grandfather, Captain Pat-
rick Foley, an immigrant from County Kerry, 
Ireland, served in the 23rd Regiment Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry (‘‘the Irish Brigade’’), fought 
under General Philip Sheridan in the last 
major Civil War battle, the siege of Peters-
burg, and was present at Appomattox Court 
House for the final surrender. 

His paternal great-grandfather, Dr. Thomas 
P. Foley, of Chicago, Illinois, served as a 
medical officer with the United States Army 
during the First World War. His grandfather, 
Thomas J. Halpin, was a captain serving with 
the 88th Infantry during the liberation of Rome 
in the Second World War. His father, Dennis 
P. Halpin, served with the United States 
Peace Corps in Korea, the U.S. Department of 
State, and the U.S. House of Representatives 
as a professional staff member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. Sean’s loving moth-
er, Mina Chuok (née Pak) Halpin, is originally 
from Pusan, Korea. 

For historical purposes, I submit this state-
ment to be part of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD in recognition of the union of Ahn 
Mira and Sean Ryan Halpin, and of the distin-
guished service provided by their families to 
their respective countries. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CORPORAL 
DONNY DAUGHENBAUGH, U.S. 
MARINE CORPS (RET.) 

HON. RANDY K. WEBER, SR. 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer my support and deepest thanks 

for a fine young man and outstanding soldier 
from my congressional district—Corporal 
Donny Daughenbaugh, U.S. Marine Corps 
(Ret.). 

Corporal Daughenbaugh was hit with a bul-
let in the face, and miraculously survived the 
injury. After a long and grueling rehabilitation, 
he has made it his life’s mission to give back 
to veterans facing similar situations. He is now 
the Assistant Vice President and National 
Spokesperson for the Coalition to Salute 
America’s Heroes. A 501(c)(3), non-profit, 
non-partisan organization, it was established 
in 2004 to provide severely wounded veterans 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their 
families, with emergency financial assistance 
and other support services to help them re-
cover from injuries and rebuild their lives. The 
Coalition has also provided several grants to 
various programs benefiting veterans in 
Texas, which is home to approximately 1.7 
million veterans. 

On December 9–13, the Coalition will host 
‘‘The 7th Annual Road to Recovery Con-
ference and Tribute’’ in Orlando, Florida to 
help hundreds of military veterans and their 
families adjust to civilian life. Although he may 
never fully recover from his injury, Corporal 
Daughenbaugh has been able to inspire oth-
ers through his story of resilience. The bullet 
lodged in his brain is a constant reminder of 
his service to our nation as a proud member 
of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Together with Coalition CEO David Walker, 
Corporal Daughenbaugh is rebuilding an orga-
nization that rebuilds lives. In just one year, 
they have transformed an organization with a 
righteous mission into a leading national orga-
nization that gives hope to veterans. 

Their mission: ensuring our war-weary na-
tion does not lose sight of its obligations to 
those protecting our freedoms. The Coalition 
is addressing a serious challenge facing our 
nation: helping thousands of returning vet-
erans reintegrate into American society by cre-
ating a safety net that would help returning 
veterans avoid the high rates of unemploy-
ment (averaging 17.9 percent nationwide), sui-
cide (24 per day), divorce (60 percent), etc. 
Unfortunately, these true American heroes 
often receive little or no support from the na-
tion for which they sacrificed so much. Be-
cause of a shortage of funding and an intermi-
nable bureaucratic backlog at the Veterans 
Administration, they wait for roughly a year, on 
average, to receive disability pay and benefits. 
Thousands never receive the proper care for 
PTSD, because it still remains a largely mis-
understood condition. 

The Coalition is an organization standing in 
the gap—and their work is already producing 
impressive results through public and private 
partnerships across the nation. One of these 
successful endeavors is with a Dallas-based 
international restaurant chain, Bennigan’s, and 
their ‘‘Wall of Heroes’’ initiative. Through the 
promotion, Bennigan’s customers are invited 
to purchase a drink, write a note, and upload 
a picture in honor of anyone currently serving 
or those who have served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Corporal Daughenbaugh also has been a 
guest of honor at multiple ‘‘Happy Hour with a 
Hero’’ events sponsored by Bennigan’s—and 
his story has also been featured on their Wall 
of Heroes site. 
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