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quality standards, and friendly atmosphere, 
since the day it opened. For these reasons 
and more, I am proud to recognize Schimpff’s 
in this installment of the 9th District’s Small 
Business Spotlight. 

Although the Schimpff family had been mak-
ing candy in Louisville, Kentucky, since 1850, 
the Jeffersonville store was established in 
1891 by Gustave Schimpff, Sr. and Jr. The 
shop continues to be run by his family and is 
now run by the third generation of Schimpff’s. 
Gustave’s great-grandson, Warren Schimpff, 
continues the family legacy of exceptional 
candy making with his wife, Jill. Through their 
leadership and labor, Schimpff’s has ex-
panded their operations and developed a dis-
tinguished international reputation. 

While Schimpff’s has been based in Jef-
fersonville since 1891, the family has traveled 
to Sweden to participate in the Candy Cham-
pionships, the international candy competition 
in Gränna. Jill and Warren Schimpff are the 
first Americans to have ever participated in 
this competition. While visiting Sweden, they 
met European candy makers, and learned 
some new and creative techniques to share 
with their many customers. Such initiatives 
have brought people from across the globe to 
Jeffersonville for the purpose of visiting their 
fine establishment. 

The confectionary has gained its fair share 
of local and national attention as well, includ-
ing recognition by ‘‘Louisville Business First’’ 
as one of the area’s top twenty for-profit at-
tractions. Additionally, the business has 
gained national media attention from the Food 
Network, the History Channel’s ‘‘Modern Mar-
vels,’’ and American celebrity chef Paula 
Deen. 

The Schimpff’s dedication to customers and 
quality has sustained the family legacy, and is 
responsible for the longstanding success of 
their business. This confectionary has been a 
Jeffersonville treasure since its opening over 
120 years ago, and it will continue to be a rec-
ognized landmark for years to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, 
on December 5, 2013, my vote on the House 
floor was not properly registered. Had my vote 
registered, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
625. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF DR. WILLIAM 
WEST THOMPSON 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and dedicated serv-
ice of Northwest Florida’s beloved Dr. William 
West Thompson, who passed away on De-

cember 2, 2013. Throughout his long and dis-
tinguished career in medicine and public serv-
ice, Dr. Thompson served as an inspiration to 
countless individuals and left a lasting impres-
sion on the Okaloosa County, Florida commu-
nity. All those who have been blessed by his 
presence mourn the loss of a great man and 
unparalleled public servant. 

Dr. Thompson, or ‘‘Dr. T’’ as he was fondly 
known, was born on April 6, 1921, in 
Hallsboro, North Carolina. Upon receiving his 
degrees from both Duke University and the 
Duke University School of Medicine in 1942 
and 1947 respectively, he completed his med-
ical training and residency at facilities across 
the country, including in New Jersey, Texas, 
Massachusetts, and Arkansas. Dr. T also 
served proudly in the United States Army for 
more than ten years in the Army Medical 
Corps rising to the level of Chief of a Pediat-
rics Unit. 

In 1957, after practicing in Virginia for two 
years, he moved to Fort Walton Beach, Flor-
ida, where he continued practicing pediatrics. 
It was in Northwest Florida where Dr. T would 
spend the next decades of his life continuing 
to serve others in the community. Whether it 
was through house calls, late night hospital 
rounds, or nights spent with ailing patients, Dr. 
T’s commitment to bettering the lives of those 
around him never wavered and was evidenced 
through his kindness and the unmatched qual-
ity of care he provided to his patients. 

Dr. T also lent his time and efforts to a myr-
iad of medical associations, including the Flor-
ida Medical Association, where he served as 
both as Chairman and Vice President; 
Okaloosa County Medical Society, where he 
served as the organization’s first president; 
and Fort Walton Beach Medical Center, where 
he served as President and Chief of Pediat-
rics. 

In addition to his dedicated service and pas-
sion in the medical field, Dr. T was highly in-
volved in public service. He served not only as 
the team physician for local junior high and 
high schools, but also was president of the 
Chamber of Commerce from 1967 to 1968 
and a member of the Okaloosa County School 
Board from 1984–1989. However, many re-
member him for his leadership as Mayor of 
Fort Walton Beach from 1965 to 1966. 

Throughout his life, Dr. T served his Nation 
and community with the utmost integrity and 
humility. He was truly a man of compassion 
who possessed a passion for serving others. 
He will be remembered as a dedicated public 
official, wonderful physician, and a loving hus-
band, father, brother, uncle, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, and great-great-grandfather. 
His contributions to Northwest Florida and our 
Nation were truly exceptional and his legacy 
will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to honor the exem-
plary life of Dr. William Thompson. My wife 
Vicki joins me in our sincerest condolences 
and our prayers go out to his wife, Melba; son, 
Wes; daughters, Emilie, Helga, Kenya, 
Rhonda, and Karen; nephew, Roger; grand-
children, Robert, Britt, Kyle, Alex, Renee, Mi-
chael, Ryan, Kelly, Kaylyn, Avery, and Aspen; 
great-grandchildren, Katherine, Amber, Alex-
ander, Zachary, Hunter, and Kai; great-great 
grandson Orion; sister, Hilda, and the entire 

Thompson family and friends. He will truly be 
missed by all. 
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HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LICK OBSERVATORY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 125th Anniversary of the Lick Ob-
servatory. 

On January 3, 1888 the Lick Observatory’s 
great refracting telescope saw ‘‘first light.’’ Its 
construction on top of Mt. Hamilton was made 
possible by a $700,000 donation from James 
Lick. By many accounts the wealthiest man in 
California, Mr. Lick gave almost his entire for-
tune to advance science and public welfare. 
When finished, the ‘‘Lick Refractor’’ was the 
largest, most powerful refracting telescope in 
the world. 

Today, it is assumed that an observatory 
should be built on a mountain. However, at 
the time most observatories were built in cit-
ies. It is easy to forget that when Mt. Hamilton 
was chosen as the build site, it was only spec-
ulation that the high altitude would reduce at-
mospheric interference, allowing for a clearer 
view of the night stars. 

Having proven the theory correct, Lick Ob-
servatory set the standard for building observ-
atories on top of mountains, at high altitude, 
and away from potential interfering light 
sources and pollution. 

The Lick Refractor was a premier research 
telescope for nearly a century. Even now, this 
telescope is still used to wow visitors, to in-
spire scientific wonder, and as a teaching tool 
for local colleges and universities. While many 
scientific facilities of this age are no longer 
useful as tools of discovery, the Lick Observ-
atory continues to upgrade its capabilities and 
produce ground breaking science. 

The Adaptive Optics project uses a unique, 
deformable mirror to cancel out atmospheric 
interference. It is capable of achieving resolu-
tions comparable to the space-based Hubble 
Telescope, but at a fraction of the cost. 

The Lick Observatory also houses the Auto-
mated Planet Finder, with the goal of finding 
Earth-like planets located within 100 light 
years. In partnership with NASA, this fully 
automated telescope makes its own decisions 
on where to look in the night sky and is capa-
ble of determining whether an Earth-like planet 
has been discovered. 

Even the 125 year old Lick Refractor is still 
occasionally put to use. In the fall of 2000, 
coupled with an automatic camera, it started 
photographing the star clusters in our galaxy. 
These photographs have provided valuable in-
formation for mapping these clusters’ star 
members. 

I wish to congratulate the Lick Observatory 
on its 125th anniversary, and commend not 
only it scientific achievements, but also its 
work in inspiring others to pursue the wonders 
of science. 
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