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HONORING SERGEANT JORGE 

DELEON, U.S. ARMY (RETIRED) 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today we 
honor Sergeant Jorge DeLeon, a brave soldier 
who resides in my congressional district, for 
his exceptional service to his country, commu-
nity and fellow veterans. 

Sergeant DeLeon joined the U.S. Army in 
2001. During his fourth deployment to Afghani-
stan in April 2004, the Humvee he was driving 
ran over an anti-tank mine. Sergeant DeLeon 
lost his right leg and had his left leg severely 
injured as a result of the blast. He underwent 
a long recovery at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and now wears a computer-controlled 
prosthetic leg. 

But Sergeant DeLeon’s commitment to serv-
ice did not end as a result of his battlefield in-
juries. Currently, he is employed by the Coali-
tion to Salute America’s Heroes (CSAH) as Di-
rector of the Family Support Network and 
CSAH Liaison to Brooke Army Medical Center. 
In addition, he serves as the National Spokes-
person for CSAH to help to raise awareness 
for the organization. CSAH is committed to 
providing wounded veterans and their families 
support services to help them recover and re-
build their lives. 

Sergeant DeLeon’s personal bravery and 
ongoing efforts on behalf of his fellow veterans 
are commendable. I thank him for his dedi-
cated service to our country. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PECK 
PIRATES HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM, 8-PLAYER STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my distinct privilege today to recognize the 
Peck Pirates High School 8-Player Football 
Team. The Pirates had what can only be de-
scribed as a perfect season. The young men 
that make up the Pirates 8-Player team dis-
played remarkable teamwork which drove their 
memorable season home to Sanilac County, 
keeping the 8-Player trophy in a Sanilac 
County School since the inception of the 
Michigan High School Athletic Association 
(MHSAA) 8-Player football sport in 2010. 

The Pirates won the State Championship on 
November 22, 2013 with a decisive 67–32 win 
over Rapid River Rockets High School 8-Play-
er Football Team, capping a perfect 13–0 sea-
son. 

This championship game showcased the Pi-
rates skills that carried them through the sea-
son. Their defense took charge executing key 
plays with tackles, sacks and a big intercep-
tion before halftime. Their offense wasted little 
time getting points on the board, working to-
gether to complete drive after drive down the 
field. Both in defensive battle and offensively, 

the Pirates kept constant pressure on their op-
ponent and making their claim to the trophy 
clear. 

The Pirates proved they had the skills, 
teamwork and fortitude to rise to the challenge 
and accomplish their ultimate goal—a State 
Championship! I am certain the community 
and the entire Thumb Region takes great 
pride in what these young individuals were 
able to achieve as a team. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor the 
hard work and sportsmanship displayed by all 
of the members of the Peck Pirates team. I 
also wish to take a moment and acknowledge 
all the efforts and support by the coaches and 
parents, the cheerleaders, the school band, 
the teachers and administrators, and all of the 
students, fans, and community members who 
came out this season to support the Pirates. 
Together they made up a winning support sys-
tem which led to an unforgettable season. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to offer my 
personal congratulations and best wishes. All 
the accolades, awards, and trophies are right-
fully deserved. Enjoy being State Champions, 
Go Pirates! 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 621, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,227,010,669,351.91. We’ve 
added $6,600,133,620,438.83 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6.6 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a balanced budget amendment. 
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REGARDING H. RES. 417 

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, as 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Asia 
and the Pacific—which has broad jurisdiction 
for U.S. foreign policy affecting the region, in-
cluding India—I rise today to express my con-
cerns about H. Res. 417 which purports to 
praise India’s rich religious diversity and com-
mitment to tolerance and equality while re-
affirming the need to protect the rights and 
freedoms of religious minorities. 

While I have the utmost respect for my col-
leagues who have introduced and co-spon-
sored this Resolution, I have a difference of 
opinion regarding the Resolution and its unin-
tended consequences. The Resolution does 
little to praise India or strengthen U.S.-India 
relations but rather focuses on the 2002 Guja-
rat riots some 11 years after the fact. 

Thanks, in part, to the efforts of Mr. Sanjay 
Puri, Chairman of USINPAC, who has mobi-
lized the Indian-American community in oppo-
sition to the Resolution, I highly doubt H. Res. 
417 will ever see Floor action. However, the 
timing of the Resolution is unfortunate as it 
unintentionally invokes the name of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for purposes of in-
fluencing India’s upcoming elections. 

For this reason, I feel the need to include 
my statement in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
for historical purposes to clear up the misin-
formation put forward by H. Res. 417. As I 
said shortly after the riots and ever since, like 
every other Member of Congress committed to 
human rights I see eye to eye with the na-
tional and international community that what 
happened in Gujarat calls for justice and ac-
countability. But India, like the United States, 
has an independent and transparent Judiciary 
and, after an investigation that has been ongo-
ing for more than a decade, India’s Supreme 
Court and its Special Investigation Team have 
not found any evidence against Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi. And so, just as the U.S. would 
expect India to accept the findings of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, I believe it is time for the U.S. 
to accept the findings of India’s Supreme 
Court. 

Some 8 years after the fact, H. Res. 417 
also commends the U.S. government for exer-
cising its authority in 2005 under the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to 
deny a U.S. visa to Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi on the grounds of religious freedom vio-
lations. However, technically speaking, no 
travel ban is in place. Chief Minister Modi was 
denied one visa in 2005. In September 2013, 
in response to a letter I sent to U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry, I was informed by the 
State Department that visa eligibility is deter-
mined by standards in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) based on information pro-
vided by the applicant or otherwise available 
at the time of application, and that ‘‘any future 
visa application put forward by Chief Minister 
Modi will be carefully considered and adju-
dicated in accordance with U.S. law.’’ While I 
believe such a response by the State Depart-
ment is grossly inadequate and an affront to 
U.S.-India relations because of its failure to 
unequivocally put this matter to rest, the un-
derlying message is clear. No travel ban is in 
place. 

Shri Narendra Modi may very well be India’s 
next Prime Minister, and Resolutions like H. 
Res. 417 do little to help strengthen U.S.-India 
relations or protect and promote U.S. interests 
abroad, especially in the Asia Pacific region. 
For the record, Chief Minister Modi is a demo-
cratically elected leader. He has been elected 
three times by the majority of some 60 million 
constituents. 

In India’s upcoming 2014 elections, every 
voter should have the continued right to 
choose the candidate which emerges as the 
man of destiny, without undue influence from 
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