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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Mr. Steve Burgess from Urbana, Illi-
nois, who passed away on Friday, No-
vember 22 of this year. He was com-
mitted to seeing the postal facility at 
302 East Green Street in Champaign, Il-
linois, renamed after his father, James 
R. Burgess, Jr. 

James Burgess was the first African 
American elected to a countywide of-
fice in Champaign County and was ap-
pointed the U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Illinois. 

Most importantly, though, Steve 
Burgess wanted to honor his father as a 
leader of the 761st Tank Battalion, the 
first African American armored unit to 
enter battle in World War II. 

In April, I introduced H.R. 1707 to re-
name this post office after James Bur-
gess. It is devastating to me that Steve 
Burgess was not able to fulfill his life’s 
effort. I want to see a post office nam-
ing bill through completion, not only 
in James Burgess’ honor, but in Steve 
Burgess’ and his family’s. 

I want to offer my heartfelt thanks 
to Steve Burgess and his father for 
their lifetime of commitment to the 
Champaign-Urbana community. 
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RESERVOIRS AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
weather outside is frightful; and if you 
listen to certain conservative media 
networks, you hear something not so 
delightful. You hear that, because it is 
snowing, there must not be climate 
change. This is unscientific, it is reduc-
tive; but that is what climate deniers 
say this time of year. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, winter happens 
every year, and the fact that it is 
snowing simply means that it is snow-
ing. 

Instead of looking at December snow-
flakes, we should be looking at the 
science. Since 1970, not that long ago, 
winter temperatures have increased an 
average of .55 degrees per decade, re-
ducing snowpacks and creating water 
shortages across the country. 

If you want to look at something im-
mediate, look at California, where we 
are experiencing the driest year on 
record, and that is why we need to 
start getting serious about our re-
sponse to climate change. 

We need to adopt new policies and 
adapt to the changes that are hap-
pening. And one place to start is how 
we operate our reservoirs. Instead of 
relying on old-school water manuals 
that are decades out of date, we should 
be using modern science and modern 
weather forecasting. 

Our water supply, our food supply 
and our future will be impacted by cli-
mate change, so let’s lead. 

MEMORIALIZING HILTON ‘‘HANK’’ 
REYNOLDS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, during 
the month of December, we oftentimes 
take time to memorialize what hap-
pened on December 7, 1941. Unfortu-
nately, the survivors of Pearl Harbor, 
we are losing them more and more each 
year. 

Today I would like to memorialize a 
friend from the Shasta County area of 
Northern California, Hank Reynolds, 
who we lost just recently. He was a 
gentleman who faithfully turned out 
each year to memorialize Pearl Harbor 
on the courthouse steps in Redding, 
California. 

He was, at one time, the chairman of 
the California Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association and always was there with 
a sharp salute. Even though these gen-
tlemen are in their late eighties and 
early nineties now, they always would 
turn out and encourage us, encourage 
the youth that day to memorialize and 
remember that. 

Hank served on the USS Detroit and 
was right in the middle of it there, 
ships on either side of him being at-
tacked. They were about to go out on 
leave that Sunday morning, and he re-
turned back to his post and helped 
fight that battle that day. 

So I will miss Hank. I really enjoyed 
his company and seeing him at those 
events. I know our country is greater 
for having had them serve for us at 
that time, and we memorialize them 
here today. 
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GENERAL MOTORS’ COMEBACK 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, critics 
said it couldn’t be done. They said the 
Federal Government ‘‘refinancing’’ of 
the American automobile industry 
couldn’t work. Thankfully, for the 
economy of our country, they were 
wrong, wrong to denounce President 
Obama for his courageous decision to 
save America’s auto sector. Yesterday, 
Treasury announced it was selling its 
last stake in General Motors, the same 
General Motors that critics derisively 
called ‘‘Government Motors.’’ 

Now the verdict is in: the automotive 
rescue was a huge success. Led by 
House Democrats, 237 out of 435 Mem-
bers of this House voted to save Amer-
ica’s auto industry. The President and 
Democrats made a bet on the auto 
communities, and it paid off with divi-
dends. 

Today, the auto sector supports one 
in 17 private sector jobs in this country 
and one in eight jobs in Ohio. The 

workers at the Toledo Transmission 
Plant and the Parma Metal Center 
thank President Obama and the Mem-
bers of Congress who were willing to 
take the heat and do the right thing. 
The U.S. auto industry is back thanks 
to the President’s leadership and those 
237 Members of this House. 

Onward, USA. 
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JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we 
come here about every week to talk 
about jobs in America. This last Fri-
day, we held a jobs fair in my district 
in Fairfield, California, and it was a re-
markable event. I have been around a 
long time. I have seen many, many 
things. As remarkable as it was, it was 
also one of the saddest events I have 
been to. I have been to a lot of funerals 
and a lot of tragedies over the years, 
but this one ranks very high. 

I put this picture up here because 
this is a picture of the second hour 
after that job fair had begun. The line 
outside the building, where we had 
some 40 employers that were offering 
to hire people, stretched over 200 yards. 
The temperature was about 37, 38 de-
grees. It was one of those cold morn-
ings, and these people were determined 
to get a job. They were willing to stand 
in that line for up to an hour and a 
half, some of them perhaps even 2 
hours, just to have a shot, just to be 
able to talk to an employer, to have 
the opportunity to look face-to-face at 
an employer and say, ‘‘I want to 
work.’’ The stories were incredible. I 
spent about an hour, maybe an hour 
and 20 minutes, talking to the men and 
women that were in this line. 

I remember one gentleman who had 
served several tours in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. He said he was with the Army 
Rangers, said he had four Purple 
Hearts. He left the military and is now 
unemployed. In fact, in this line were 
141 veterans, unemployed, looking for 
work. They have skills, know when to 
get up in the morning, know what it 
takes to go to work, to put in a full day 
or more—unemployed. 

A young woman, fresh out of school, 
a child at home, she wanted to go to 
work. She had an associate’s degree in 
social welfare programs, human rela-
tions, anything in that area. She said: 
I will take any job. I just want to go to 
work. I want to take care of my child. 

Another woman, 50, 55, divorced, had 
an 18-year-old child. Her alimony is 
over: I have got to go to work. I have 
got to support myself. 

The stories of life, the stories of 
America, the stories of 971 people that 
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