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are entitled. She has worked tirelessly 
to identify the many veterans whose 
exposure to dangerous toxins was pre-
viously overlooked. Her efforts have 
helped veterans with service on the in-
land waterways of Vietnam, along the 
DMZ in Korea, and on the perimeters 
of Air Force Bases in Thailand. Her 
work has led to vindication and assist-
ance to those suffering from health 
problems related to Agent Orange ex-
posure. Her efforts did not stop with 
the veterans themselves, however. She 
also brought attention to the children 
who are born with spina bifida, as a re-
sult of their parents’ exposure to Agent 
Orange. 

So much of Mary Ellen’s work has fo-
cused on those most in need—elderly 
and low-income veterans and surviving 
family members. For example, one of 
Mary Ellen’s investigations revealed 
the surviving spouses of veterans who 
had been receiving VA disability bene-
fits were not receiving the payments to 
which they were entitled during the 
month of their spouse’s passing. These 
payments not only help with funeral 
costs, but provide some time to make 
other financial arrangements. Her dis-
covery of this oversight and subsequent 
actions resulted in approximately 
200,000 surviving spouses receiving 
more than $124 million in benefits, al-
lowing them to focus on moving for-
ward after the death of a loved one. 

Mary Ellen has also been heavily in-
volved in working toward elimination 
of the claims backlog, a challenge that 
has plagued the Department for dec-
ades and caused far too many veterans 
unnecessary hardship. Before she came 
to Capitol Hill, she spent two decades 
working as a nurse and then a lawyer, 
helping low-income and elderly individ-
uals obtain government benefits. This 
experience gave her a unique insight 
into the challenges of claims proc-
essing and she has been able to offer a 
number of solutions that may other-
wise have been overlooked. 

These are just a few examples of the 
very real contributions Mary Ellen has 
made to the veterans community 
throughout her career. To those who 
have had the pleasure of working with 
her, Mary Ellen has been an inspira-
tion—working tirelessly to provide as-
sistance to those who have served this 
great Nation—a true veterans’ advo-
cate. 

As she enters into her much deserved 
retirement, she can rest easy knowing 
her efforts will continue benefiting vet-
erans and their families for generations 
to come, which is, as she is known to 
say, not bad for an old lady. 

Mary Ellen, thank you for your years 
of advocacy on behalf of our Nation’s 
veterans. I wish you only the best in 
retirement.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SIMEON BOOKER 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 

I wish to honor Simeon Booker as he 

receives an honorary doctor of letters 
from Youngstown State University on 
December 15, 2013. Mr. Booker has de-
voted his life’s work to chronicling the 
history of the civil rights movement in 
America. 

As an African-American college stu-
dent in the 1940s and 1950s, Mr. Booker 
experienced discrimination firsthand 
at what was then Youngstown College. 
Refusing to accept the indignities he 
found there, he transferred to Virginia 
Union University where he continued 
to champion the rights of Black stu-
dents. 

Early in his career, he was hired by 
his hometown newspaper, the Youngs-
town Vindicator, where he would write 
local columns focused on the city’s Af-
rican-American population and sum-
maries for the local Black baseball 
leagues. He went on to work for the 
Cleveland Call and Post and was of-
fered the esteemed Nieman Fellowship 
at Harvard University in the 1950s. 

Mr. Booker became the first Black 
reporter for the Washington Post in 
1952, and also wrote for Jet and Ebony 
magazines. Mr. Booker was witness to 
the rise of the great civil rights leaders 
of that time—Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the Kennedy brothers, Whitney Young, 
and many others. He wrote about Mar-
tin Luther King’s nonviolent move-
ment for civil rights, and covered the 
1963 March on Washington. 

Mr. Booker has received recognition 
from his peers, having been awarded 
both the Newspaper Guild Award and 
the Wilkie Award. As a journalist, he 
became the first African-American to 
win the National Press Club’s Fourth 
Estate Award in 1982. He most recently 
authored ‘‘Shocking the Conscience: A 
Reporter’s account of the Civil Rights 
Movement,’’ an account of a half-cen-
tury of American history. Earlier this 
year, he was inducted into the National 
Association of Black Journalists Hall 
of Fame. 

I would like to honor Simeon Booker 
for his lifetime contributions to our 
country in the fields of journalism and 
civil rights and congratulate him on 
his recognition at Youngstown State 
University. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING JOEL DEFEBAUGH 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Joel 
Defebaugh for his hard work as an in-
tern in my Washington, DC Office. I 
recognize his efforts and contributions 
to my office as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

Joel is a native of Casper, WY and a 
graduate of Natrona County High 
School. He is also a recent graduate of 
the University of Wyoming, where he 
earned a degree in political science. He 

has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 
asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Joel for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING ABBIE GOLDEN 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Abbie Gold-
en for her hard work as an intern in the 
Senate Republican Policy Committee 
office. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office. 

Abbie is a native of Little Rock, AR 
and a graduate of Episcopal High 
School. She is also a recent graduate of 
the University of Pennsylvania, where 
she earned a degree in political science. 
She has demonstrated a strong work 
ethic, which has made her an invalu-
able asset to our office. The quality of 
her work is reflected in her great ef-
forts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Abbie for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING AMANDA JONES 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Amanda 
Jones for her hard work as an intern in 
my Riverton, WY office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Amanda is a graduate of Lander Val-
ley High School. She is from Riverton, 
WY and currently attends the Univer-
sity of Wyoming, where she is majoring 
in criminal justice. She has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made her an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Amanda for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING NATASHA JOHN 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Natasha 
John for her hard work as an intern in 
the Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office as well as to the 
State of Wyoming. 
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