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and state of Arizona, which is home to over a 
half million veterans, but also in our nation. 

Thanks to her story and example, the state 
of Arizona passed a bill that authorized tuition 
waiver scholarships to National Guardsmen 
and women who received a Purple Heart or 
were medically discharged due to injuries 
while serving in the military after 9/11. The bill 
is known as the Mary Herrera bill. Now, Sgt. 
Herrera is a Field Representative of the West 
for the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes. 

The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan organiza-
tion, established in 2004 to provide severely 
wounded veterans of the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and their families with emergency fi-
nancial assistance and other support services 
to help them recover from their injuries and re-
build their lives. All funds needed to develop 
and manage programs that advance its mis-
sion come from contributions to CSAH by indi-
vidual citizens, corporate donors and founda-
tions. 

According to Major General David Rataczak 
of the Arizona National Guard, Herrera is ‘‘the 
bravest person he has ever met.’’ He refers to 
Sgt. Herrera as a true example of a modern 
citizen-soldier who, despite being small in stat-
ure, is motivated, loyal, physically and men-
tally capable, disciplined and proficient, coura-
geous and always a professional. 

Sgt. Herrera, who represents the changing 
demographic within U.S. armed forces, is 
dedicated to improving the lives of young vet-
erans who are returning home from war. Last 
month, she represented our state in a high- 
level event hosted by CSAH in Washington, 
D.C., for members of Congress, staff and con-
cerned citizens. The event focused on the se-
rious challenge of homelessness facing young 
veterans, which is becoming a burgeoning cri-
sis among female combat veterans. 

Under the leadership of President and CEO 
David Walker, the Coalition to Salute Amer-
ica’s Heroes helps severely wounded veterans 
and families of Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom in the state of 
Arizona and across the country to recover 
from their injuries and illnesses by providing 
emergency financial aid and other support 
services, in hopes that these veterans can 
transition successfully into civilian life. In addi-
tion, the Coalition’s emergency aid services 
respond to trends associated with suicide 
among veterans (24 per day), a skyrocketing 
divorce rate (60 percent among actives), and 
growing domestic abuse. 

Recently, in my home state of Arizona, the 
Coalition awarded a $10,000 grant toward the 
construction of a multipurpose recreational fa-
cility designed to benefit long-term patients un-
dergoing rehabilitation and other medical care 
at Prescott VA Hospital. In addition, it donated 
$5,000 to fund the design and construction of 
a bronze sculpture called ‘‘Heroic Challenges’’ 
(in the outdoor recreational facility at the hos-
pital), which will depict a runner crossing the 
finish line with a look of determination on his 
face. The winner of this race, however, is dis-
tinguished by a prosthetic leg, a tracheotomy 
scar on his neck, several shrapnel wounds, 
and burn scars on one arm. Also, the Coalition 
donated a grant of nearly $5,000 to the Ari-
zona Coalition to End Homelessness to sup-
port the group’s initiatives to provide housing 

for homeless veterans. The grant furnished 
approximately 60 housing units that will be oc-
cupied by veterans. 

We have not seen the total surge yet from 
Iraq and Afghanistan—and the women coming 
out of those conflicts are combat veterans who 
have the same issues the men have. The Co-
alition is working hard to address these chal-
lenges. In 2013 alone, the Coalition will have 
donated nearly $1 million in direct aid to vet-
erans in addition to managing the many other 
CSAH programs that are available to wounded 
veterans (conferences, holiday gift checks, 
education and training, etc.). 

On December 9–13, 2013, The Road to Re-
covery (R2R) Conference and Tribute is a 
four-day educational and motivational event 
for wounded veterans and their families de-
signed to prepare them for the challenges in 
their lives that lie ahead. 

On behalf of the state of Arizona, and in 
particular, the First District of Arizona, I would 
like to offer my deepest admiration, respect 
and appreciation to Sgt. Herrera and the Coa-
lition for their efforts to improve the lives of 
those who have fought and served our country 
with distinction. We owe Mary a debt of grati-
tude. She is an example to us all. 
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CONGRATULATING JOHN ROBIN-
SON ROYERO ON ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize, honor and congratulate an outstanding 
constituent of my district, John Robinson 
Royero of Scout Troop 100 in Oviedo, Florida, 
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest 
achievement in scouting. To attain this rank, 
he has demonstrated the qualities of leader-
ship, self-discipline and perseverance while 
serving his family, friends and community. 
Only about five percent of Boy Scouts earn 
the rank of Eagle Scout. The awarding of the 
Rank of Eagle Scout is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well maintained over the past century. 

John Royero has met every test and chal-
lenge to pass through the ranks of the Boy 
Scouts. Those aspiring to be Eagle Scouts 
must fulfill requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, service and outdoor skills. To dem-
onstrate proficiency as a scout, each Boy 
Scout must achieve merit badges in the areas 
of First Aid, Citizenship, Environment, Fitness, 
Family Life and much more. 

The work ethic John has shown in his Eagle 
Scout projects, and every other project leading 
up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks volumes 
about his commitment to assisting his commu-
nity and serving a cause greater than himself. 
It is my honor to commend John Royero for 
his achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout. 
John will join the ranks of fellow Eagle Scouts 
like President Gerald R. Ford, Neil Armstrong 
and Florida Governor Rick Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 

the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. John’s devotion to the Boy Scouts 
over the past decade is laudable, and I con-
gratulate him on his achievement. I thank him 
for his dedication to service and know we can 
expect great things from him in the future. I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating John Robinson Royero on ob-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout, and I wish 
him continued success in his future endeav-
ors. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 9TH ANNUAL 
NORTHWEST INDIANA INNOVA-
TION INDUCTION CEREMONY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sincerity and admiration that I offer con-
gratulations to Ivy Tech Community College 
Northwest and its regional partners, who re-
cently celebrated their 9th Annual Northwest 
Indiana Innovation Induction Ceremony. At the 
ceremony that reflects the ‘‘Spirit of Innova-
tion’’ in Indiana, thirty-one individuals and 
teams were inducted as members of the 
2013–2014 Class of the Society of Innovators 
of Northwest Indiana. Of these individuals, 
several members were inducted as Society 
Fellows for their exceptional efforts in innova-
tion, including Julie Bombacino, Mike Falk, 
Nina Fonstein, Ph.D., Lisa Hopp, Ph.D., RN, 
and Don Keller. Additionally, Stewart McMillan 
was honored as the Gerald I. Lamkin Fellow 
for Innovation and Service, a special recogni-
tion named for the President Emeritus of Ivy 
Tech College of Indiana. Also honored were 
the Chanute Prize team recipients, the Kemin/ 
Lambert Spearmint team, North Judson and 
the Tuskegee Airmen EAA Young Eagles Pro-
gram team at the Gary/Chicago International 
Airport. For their truly remarkable contributions 
to the community of Northwest Indiana and 
their continuous efforts to cultivate a culture of 
innovation, these honorees were inducted dur-
ing a prestigious event that took place at 
Horseshoe Casino in Hammond, Indiana, on 
October 17, 2013. 

The Society of Innovators of Northwest Indi-
ana was created by Ivy Tech Northwest with 
the goal of highlighting and encouraging inno-
vative individuals and groups within the not- 
for-profit, public, and private sectors, as well 
as building a ‘‘culture of innovation’’ in North-
west Indiana. The importance of innovation in 
Northwest Indiana, as well as globally, is cru-
cial in today’s ever-changing economy. 

Our 9th Annual Innovators Awards Cere-
mony inducted some of the most innovative 
thinkers, doers and innovators across North-
west Indiana, said Thomas Coley, Ph.D., 
Chancellor, Ivy Tech Community College 
Northwest and North Central. The five Fellows 
selected by the Society of Innovators were 
chosen for their extraordinary innovative lead-
ership and the impact of their accomplish-
ments throughout the community of Northwest 
Indiana and the world. Julie Bombacino, presi-
dent of Just Blend Foods, Chesterton, devel-
oped a line of ‘‘blended real food meals’’ for 
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