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Randy is a lifelong member of the Kappa 

Alpha Psi Fraternity and is married to the 
former Glenda Underwood. They are the 
proud parents of three sons, Lamont, William 
and Jonathan. 

In recognition for his years of service to the 
Lone Star College System, the central building 
on the Lone Star College—Victory Center 
Campus will be named in his honor. 

Randy—I congratulate you on your distin-
guished service to the Lone Star College Sys-
tem and I offer my sincere appreciation for 
your many contributions to our community. 
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RECOGNIZING SUQUAMISH TRIBE 
CHAIRMAN, MR. LEONARD 
FORSMAN, FOR HIS NOMINATION 
TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a long-time leader in Kitsap County and 
the Suquamish Tribe, Chairman Leonard 
Forsman. His service to the Suquamish Tribe 
and Greater Puget Sound Region of Wash-
ington State has positively impacted the envi-
ronment and community. 

Mr. Forsman has been nominated by the 
President to serve as a member of the Advi-
sory Council on Historic Preservation, an inde-
pendent agency that advises the President 
and Congress on national historic preservation 
policy. 

Mr. Forsman has served on the Suquamish 
Tribal Council for over 20 years and has 
served as Tribal Chairman since 2005, where 
he has been an advocate for tribal education, 
cultural preservation, gaming policy, and habi-
tat protection. 

As Chairman, Mr. Forsman has supported 
preserving the cultural identity of the 
Suquamish Tribe. He remains committed to 
educating both his tribe and the larger com-
munity on their history, including usage of 
Suquamish names throughout the Puget 
Sound. He also travels as a puller on the 
Tribe’s traditional canoe on the annual Tribal 
Canoe Journey, legging hundreds of miles on 
the Salish Sea. The Tribal Canoe Journey 
brings together many tribes from the Pacific 
Northwest to celebrate native art, culture, and 
history. Mr. Forsman’s work has ensured that 
the history of the Suquamish Tribe will con-
tinue to be part of our region’s shared herit-
age. 

Whether it’s his degrees in both Anthro-
pology and Historical Preservation, his career 
as a research archaeologist, or his service as 
a member of the Washington State Historical 
Society Board since 2007, it’s clear that Mr. 
Forsman’s educational and professional back-
ground will bring a high degree of expertise to 
the Advisory Council. 

As I close, I can say with confidence that 
Leonard Forsman’s dedication to his tribe’s 
history and cultural identity has enriched the 
Greater Puget Sound area. I am pleased to 
recognize that dedication today in the United 
States Congress. 

HONORING PHILIP NELSON 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Philip Nelson of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau (ILFB) and to recognize his 
years of service to the state and national agri-
culture community. 

Mr. Nelson began his career in agriculture in 
his youth and was awarded the prestigious Illi-
nois FFA Star Farmer of the Year award in 
1977 as well as the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s National Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award in 1984. He has continued to 
operate his family’s fourth generation farm 
near Seneca, Illinois where he and his wife 
grow corn, soybean, alfalfa, and have a cow- 
calf operation. 

Philip has served five consecutive two-year 
terms as president of the ILFB which is the 
maximum he can serve under ILFB rules. 
Under his leadership, the ILFB has become an 
even more important voice in informing local, 
state, and national elected officials about the 
issues confronting the agriculture industry. His 
first-hand knowledge of farming has been in-
strumental to the organization in identifying 
and advocating on major challenges. In addi-
tion to his tenure as President of the ILFB, Mr. 
Nelson has served as President of the Illinois 
Soybean Association, President of the LaSalle 
County Farm Bureau, Vice President of the 
American Soybean Association, and Chairman 
of the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Swine Advisory Committee. 

While he is leaving his post at the ILFB, I 
am confident his expertise and leadership on 
agriculture issues will continue to be put to 
good use. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th 
District of Illinois, I wish to express our deep-
est thanks to Philip Nelson for his exemplary 
efforts to advocate for the Illinois agriculture 
community. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF CORPORAL GEORGE CONKLIN 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life, service, and sacrifice of a con-
stituent, Corporal George Conklin. Mr. Conklin 
of Phelps, New York, enlisted in the United 
States Army in 1949 at the young age of sev-
enteen to answer our nation’s call to service 
during the Korean War. Tragically, it took 
sixty-four years for him to return home. 

George Conklin was serving in the 7th In-
fantry Division’s 31st Regimental Combat 
Team as a Private First-Class in Korea when 
he disappeared on December 2, 1950. 
Wounded in the leg, he was loaded onto a 
transport truck for evacuation, but soon there-
after, he and his colleagues went missing. It 
was not until the conclusion of the war in 1953 
that Corporal Conklin was formally classified 
as ‘‘Killed In Action.’’ The U.S. Army post-

humously promoted him to the rank of Cor-
poral and awarded him the Purple Heart. 

Corporal Conklin’s family never gave up 
hope that one day he would return home. The 
family waited for over sixty years until this past 
September, when his niece, Karen DesCamp, 
finally received the news that she and 
George’s other relatives had waited a lifetime 
for. After one of George’s brothers donated a 
DNA sample to the Pentagon, Corporal 
Conklin’s remains were positively identified at 
a laboratory in Hawaii. 

It is with humble appreciation that I acknowl-
edge Corporal George Conklin’s return home 
to Ontario County. Hundreds of civilians and 
military veterans joined a military honor guard 
to give him a final welcome home as the plane 
carrying his casket touched down in Roch-
ester. He was then laid to rest next to his pre-
deceased parents and two brothers in upstate 
New York. 

I cannot begin to imagine the feelings and 
emotions that have afflicted his family over the 
past six decades, but I am relieved to know 
that Corporal Conklin is finally back where he 
belongs, resting peacefully beside his loved 
ones. His ultimate sacrifice for the good of our 
nation and preservation of our freedom will 
never be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING FRED MEURER ON 27 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY 
OF MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the career of a truly remarkable public 
servant who I am proud to call a friend. Fred 
Meurer is retiring from the position of City 
Manager for the City of Monterey, California 
after holding the job since 1991. That is a re-
markably long tenure in any job. In the field of 
city management, it is unheard of. But for 
those of us who have had the honor and 
pleasure of working with Fred over the years, 
those twenty-two years are a testament to his 
tremendous ability and professionalism. 

Fred joined the City of Monterey in 1986, 
initially as the Special Projects Manager in the 
City Manager’s office, and then as the City’s 
Public Works Director for the next five years. 
In July of 1991, the City Council appointed Mr. 
Meurer to the position of City Manager. Since 
his appointment, Mr. Meurer has been actively 
involved in fostering working relationships be-
tween business districts, residential districts 
and City Hall. He has overseen the re-devel-
opment of the City’s residential neighborhoods 
and business districts. Neighborhood policing, 
waterfront acquisition, the main street pro-
gram, tourism development, historic preserva-
tion programs and development of the edu-
cation and research economic clusters have 
been instrumental in diversifying Monterey’s 
economy. The success in this effort has fi-
nanced the City’s program for developing 
‘‘preventive’’ programs in policing, fire protec-
tion, community services, recreation, public 
works and other public services. 

Fred has been actively involved in devel-
oping cooperative relationships between the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:02 Mar 20, 2018 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR13\E10DE3.000 E10DE3ns
ha

ttu
ck

 o
n 

D
S

K
9F

9S
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-10T16:35:16-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




