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transformatory. Sooner rather than later, 
Ukraine will be truly a part of democratic 
Europe; later rather than sooner, Russia will 
follow unless it isolates itself and becomes a 
semi-stagnant imperialistic relic. 

The spontaneous outburst of distinctive 
Ukrainian patriotism—sparked by the men-
dacity of a corrupt and self-enriching leader-
ship ready to seek Moscow’s protection—sig-
nals that commitment to national independ-
ence is becoming the dominant political re-
ality. This is especially the case among the 
younger Ukrainians who no longer feel that 
they are linguistically or historically just a 
slightly deviant part of ‘‘Mother Russia’’. 

Yes, linguistic divisions persist and some 
parts of Ukraine still feel closer to Russia. 
But it is striking that even some of the most 
outspoken espousers of a European vocation 
have only recently embraced the Ukrainian 
language as their own. Two decades of inde-
pendence, of growing pride in rediscovering 
Ukrainian history, and of observing the 
country’s western neighbours economically 
benefiting from their European connections 
is creating a new mindset. That mindset is 
not embracing anti-Russianism but it is as-
serting Ukraine’s own historic identity as 
culturally an authentic part of a larger Eu-
rope. 

That is why, one way or another, Ukraine 
will unavoidably come closer to Europe. It is 
striking that even in neighbouring Belarus, 
ruled by the authoritarian Lukashenko re-
gime, a similar western orientation is begin-
ning to surface. Neither country is moti-
vated by hostility towards Russia, but each 
senses that its independence as well as its 
cultural identity points increasingly in a 
westward direction. 

In the next months some sort of a deal be-
tween the EU and Ukraine can still be con-
trived. To facilitate it, the EU must be more 
receptive to Kiev’s need for economic and fi-
nancial support. Ukrainians have to realise 
that European taxpayers are not enchanted 
by the prospect of paying for the misdeeds 
and corruption of the current Kiev elite. 
Belt-tightening will be the necessary pre-
condition for an agreement as well as a test 
of Ukraine’s resolve in asserting its Euro-
pean aspirations. Kiev will also need to show 
that the outcome of elections is not deter-
mined by the imprisonment of political ri-
vals. 

The impact of this on Russia will be felt 
over the longer run. Moscow’s current geo-
political goal, shaped by President Vladimir 
Putin’s nostalgic obsession with the coun-
try’s imperial past, is to recreate in a new 
guise something akin to the old Russian em-
pire or the more recent Soviet ‘‘union’’. 

Mr. Putin seems to harbour the naive no-
tion that the leaders of the post-Soviet 
states will genuinely accept a subordinate 
role in a Kremlin-led entity. Some of the 
leaders do pay occasional lip service to that 
formula—but out of necessity, not convic-
tion. All prefer independence: it is more 
pleasant to be presidents, prime ministers, 
generals, ambassadors and economic money-
makers at home rather than to be the pro-
vincial equivalents thereof in a larger Rus-
sian empire. The historically proven fact is 
that national statehood, once attained, is in-
fectious and almost impossible to undo ex-
cept through massive external force. 

Today’s Russia is in no position to assert a 
violent restoration of its old empire. It is too 
weak, too backward and too poor. Its demo-
graphic crisis makes matters worse. The fact 
that the newly independent Central Asian 
states favour increasingly comprehensive ar-
rangements with China is another concern 

for Russia, reawakening long lingering terri-
torial nightmares. 

It is only a question of time before it be-
comes evident to Russia’s social elites that 
Mr. Putin’s heavy-handed efforts have very 
limited prospects of success. Sooner or later, 
he will no longer be president. And not long 
thereafter Russia—and especially its emerg-
ing new middle class—will conclude that the 
only path that makes sense is to become also 
a truly modern, democratic, and maybe even 
a leading European state. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

You have blessed us with all good 
gifts, and with thankful hearts, we ex-
press our gratitude. You have created 
us with opportunities to serve other 
people in their need, to share together 
in respect and affection, and to be 
faithful in the responsibilities we have 
been given. 

In this moment of prayer, please 
grant to the Members of this people’s 
House the gifts of wisdom and discern-
ment that in their words and actions 
they will do justice, love with mercy, 
and walk humbly with You. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HULTGREN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COMPUTER SCIENCE 
EDUCATION WEEK 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Computer Science Edu-
cation Week. 

On Monday, I participated in an 
international ‘‘Hour of Code.’’ PJ, a 12- 
year-old programming genius, helped 
me write basic computer code for the 
game Angry Birds. 

Elgin Technology Center staff, along 
with local robotics team mentor Carol 
McKellar, organized an important edu-
cational event for students eager about 
coding. If these kids can accomplish 
what we did in just an hour, imagine 
how far students could go if computer 
science were more accessible at a 
younger age. 

Currently, software jobs outnumber 
students 3 to 1. Teaching coding can 
help fill employers’ growing needs for 
graduates in computing fields. Coding 
is not just for computer scientists. 
Fields such as advanced manufacturing 
require workers skilled in computer 
science. 

If I can learn, it shows anyone can 
learn to code. 

f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, in this 
holiday season of compassion and giv-
ing, we must not forget those who are 
still suffering from the effects of the 
worst recession to hit our country 
since the Great Depression. 

Although the recent news about job 
creation is cause for optimism and the 
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budget negotiations look promising, 
there are still too many trying every 
day to find work to allow them to put 
food on the table and keep a roof over 
their heads. 

We must pass an extension of unem-
ployment insurance. Unless we take ac-
tion, millions of Americans, thousands 
of them Oregonians, will see unemploy-
ment benefits end in a few short weeks. 
Remember, benefits are contingent on 
continued job search. Our constituents 
are searching, but if they are still out 
of work, they are about to lose a life-
line. We can’t let that happen. 

I encourage House leadership to bring 
a resolution to the floor that will con-
tinue unemployment insurance for an-
other year. We must act now. This is 
no time to end assistance to millions of 
Americans who are out of work 
through no fault of their own. 

f 

CONSTITUENTS ARE HURTING 
BECAUSE OF OBAMACARE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, people across America are 
hurting because ObamaCare is destroy-
ing jobs. Thousands of residents from 
North Augusta to Blythewood in South 
Carolina’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict have appealed for answers to the 
difficulties they are facing because of 
the government health care takeover. 
Kathleen Sebelius has failed. 

Over the weekend, I heard from con-
stituents who were applying for a sec-
ond or third job because their current 
income will not cover the increased 
costs of health care. Others have 
shared stories of sticker shock because 
they pay three times more for the same 
coverage. 

Concerns have been vindicated by the 
projections of job losses by the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness because of the health care take-
over. 

We must repeal and replace 
ObamaCare with a patient-centered 
plan that creates jobs, which has been 
long proposed by Congressman Dr. TOM 
PRICE, and puts personal health care 
decisions back into the people’s hands. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations to First Lieutenant 
Hunter Wilson for completing his serv-
ice this year in Afghanistan. 

f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE BENEFITS 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of over 1 million 
Americans to urge my colleagues to ex-

tend unemployment insurance benefits 
so they can continue to meet their 
basic needs while searching for work. 

Last week, we were encouraged by 
the labor report that showed the econ-
omy was adding jobs, the unemploy-
ment rate is shrinking, and companies 
are again investing. But there is still 
work to be done. For the 11 million 
Americans without a job, the economy 
is still in a state of emergency. When a 
mom in Chicago or a dad in Kankakee 
loses their job, the whole family feels 
it. 

I have met with many people from Il-
linois with impressive qualifications 
who are weary from the job search. 
They want what we all want: a good 
job, a livable wage, and a Congress that 
will work to create new economic op-
portunities. But until that is achieved, 
they are asking for a hand up, not a 
handout, in these tough times. 

It is for these Americans I urge my 
colleagues to extend unemployment in-
surance benefits now, because every 
citizen deserves support in their pur-
suit of the American Dream. 

f 

WHAT IS THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN? 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, what we 
know is this: on January 1, millions of 
Americans are scheduled to lose the 
health insurance plans they liked and 
wanted to keep. Nowhere near that 
many have managed to enroll in 
ObamaCare. Because Washington said 
those plans would be illegal on January 
1, health care providers followed the 
law and took steps to cancel millions 
of plans on schedule. 

But President Obama and Secretary 
Sebelius haven’t been ready with a 
functional alternative, and certainly 
not an affordable alternative for the 
millions of Americans who will be 
without coverage on January 1 because 
of ObamaCare. 

No one wants to see a situation 
where fewer Americans have coverage, 
but forcing an unready law and un-
wanted alternatives on the American 
people might just have unintended con-
sequences. 

So what’s the President’s plan? 
The American people are tired of 

waiting for clarity from an administra-
tion that keeps waiting until the last 
minute to change its mind and an-
nounce the next big delay. 

f 

RENEW SPECIAL DIABETES 
PROGRAM 

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, last year diabetes cost the 
U.S. economy $245 billion. That number 
will only continue to climb unless Con-

gress supports critical medical re-
search and treatment initiatives like 
the Special Diabetes Program. 

The Special Diabetes Program con-
tributes to groundbreaking research at 
the National Institutes of Health. Con-
tinued investment in this program will 
bring hope for a cure and a better life 
to the 26 million Americans living with 
diabetes. The Special Diabetes Pro-
gram also funds treatment, education, 
and prevention programs for American 
Indian and Alaska Native families who 
are disproportionately affected by dia-
betes. 

We must continue our commitment 
to fighting this deadly disease. Without 
a timely, multiyear renewal, work that 
could save hundreds of thousands of 
lives is put at risk. I urge my col-
leagues to support legislation to renew 
the Special Diabetes Program. 

f 

REPUBLICAN SOLUTIONS 

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, we still have a lot of improving to 
do. While last week’s job report showed 
some encouraging signs, there is more 
work to be done. 

What are House Republicans doing to 
help? 

Well, for one, we want to get govern-
ment out of the way of economic 
growth. We want to curb the excessive 
regulations coming out of Washington, 
DC. We want to protect Americans 
from the harmful effects of 
ObamaCare. 

And with so many Americans still 
struggling to make ends meet, it is not 
fair that Washington Democrats want 
to force people to pay more for their 
own health care. What is more, policy 
cancelations and technical problems 
have left many Americans unsure if 
they are even covered at all. 

That is not going to help our econ-
omy. We need real pro-growth solu-
tions that will create more jobs and 
give all Americans a shot. 

f 

AIRLINE FEE INCREASE 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to commend the work that has been 
done by Senator MURRAY and Congress-
man RYAN as we work towards passing 
a budget deal before the end of this 
year. I think the end result is not per-
fect in anyone’s eyes, but what they 
have done is something that symbol-
ized what can be achieved when two 
sides come together in the best inter-
ests for our country. 

However, there is one element of the 
agreement that I am raising with con-
cern because my State of Hawaii has a 
very unique circumstance. We have six 
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