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in the United States that is classified as a Car-
negie Research University with Very High Ac-
tivity, UNM is at the forefront of education and 
groundbreaking research, which contributes to 
a more just and equitable society. The Univer-
sity of New Mexico has taken an active role in 
working to eliminate health disparities and the 
RWJF Center for Health Policy is leading this 
charge. I would like to congratulate the Univer-
sity of New Mexico on their successful con-
ference and for their dedication to achieving 
health justice. 
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CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL INDUS-
TRIES FOR THE BLIND (NIB) 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, the National In-
dustries for the Blind (NIB) is celebrating its 
75th anniversary this year, and I am honored 
to be a part of its celebration. Seventy-five 
years ago, the Wagner-O’Day Act was signed 
into law, which created the AbilityOne Pro-
gram as well as the NIB. 

NIB strives to enhance economic and per-
sonal independence of persons who are blind 
by creating, sustaining, and improving employ-
ment. 

The NIB works with 91 agencies spread out 
among 35 states at over 250 locations and the 
agencies provide products and services for the 
government. 

In my home state, Outlook Nebraska is the 
NIB provider and is an economic engine that 
brings valuable business to the Omaha area. 

Founded in 2000, Outlook Nebraska, much 
like its sister NIB agencies, seeks to enhance 
the quality of life for the blind and visually im-
paired. 

It is Nebraska’s largest employer for those 
with vision disabilities. Outlook Nebraska’s 
work is especially important because, unfortu-
nately, 70 percent of working-age Americans 
who are blind are unemployed. 

The AbilityOne program makes Outlook Ne-
braska possible. As the official AbilityOne 
manufacturer of quality tissue and towel prod-
ucts for the government, Outlook Nebraska 
supplies a full line of 100 percent recycled 
fiber content tissue and towel products, includ-
ing bath tissue, pull towels, and all compatible 
dispensers to the United States government. 

Besides the manufacturing of products, the 
agency provides complete product servicing 
from its office and tissue-converting site in 
Omaha. 

The agency has also developed additional 
services for blind and visually impaired em-
ployees, such as education and training to 
provide them with the technological skills that 
allow them to excel in their professional and 
personal lives. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DIANE BLACK 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
630 for final passage of H.R. 3521, and rollcall 
No. 631 for final passage of H.R. 1402, which 
took place Tuesday, December 10, 2013, I am 
not recorded because I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on both bills. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIFICATION OF 
THE ISLAND OF CRETE WITH 
THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
unification of the Island of Crete with the Hel-
lenic Republic. On December 1, 1913, the flag 
of Greece was raised proudly on the Island, 
recognizing the will of the people of Crete who 
declared their unification with Greece, break-
ing ties with the oppressive Ottoman Empire 
which had occupied the island since 1669. 

Sitting at the crossroads of Africa, Europe 
and the Middle East, Crete, one of the largest 
islands in the Mediterranean, is matched by its 
oversized influence throughout world history. 
Crete was home to the Minoan civilization, a 
major center for the Roman, Byzantine, Vene-
tian and Ottoman empires, and birthplace to 
some of the world’s most renowned artists— 
like Nobel laureate Odysseus Elytis and com-
poser, Mikis Theodorakis. 

During their struggle for independence from 
the Ottoman Empire, the people of Crete en-
dured political oppression and unspeakable 
atrocities, but they never stopped living their 
lives under the creed ‘‘Elefteria I Thanatos’’ 
‘‘Freedom or Death.’’ Since rejoining with 
Greece, Crete has remained a pillar of the 
fight against tyranny and oppressive regimes. 
Nowhere was this exhibited more than during 
the Battle of Crete, when Cretans stood along-
side Allied troops and fought off German para-
troopers. And—like Crete itself—the Battle had 
an oversized influence on the outcome of 
World War II. The damage the Cretans and 
their Western allies inflicted on the German air 
force and paratrooper corps prevented Nazi 
Germany from carrying out another airborne 
invasion for the remainder of World War II. 

For over 267 years, the people of Crete 
fought a brave battle to rejoin their Greek 
motherland and I stand here today to recog-
nize their sacrifices and honor their memories. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF NIH 
FUNDING 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for full funding of 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The 
largest source of funding for medical research 
in the world, the NIH has supported more than 
130 Nobel Prize winners. 

Medical breakthroughs funded through the 
NIH include new treatments for cancer and 
chronic conditions. Clinical trials hosted at the 
NIH award patients newfound hope that they 
will be able to overcome debilitating diseases 
or conditions. 

While the significance of NIH funding can be 
measured through patients reached and treat-
ments developed, it can also be gauged 
through economic impact. For every dollar of 
NIH funding spent in New York State, more 
than twice as much is generated in economic 
output. In 2011, NIH grants and contracts cre-
ated and supported more than 33,193 jobs in 
the state alone and more than 500,000 jobs 
nationwide. 

Due to budget cuts, the NIH funded approxi-
mately 700 fewer research grants in 2013 than 
2012 and admitted 750 fewer patients to the 
NIH Clinical Center. Almost immediately, these 
cuts affected patients hoping to be admitted to 
clinical trials and research jobs at universities 
nationwide. In the long term, these cuts will al-
most certainly delay progress in medical 
breakthroughs. 

We must not allow the significant legacy of 
the National Institutes of Health be diminished 
by the harmful effects of funding cuts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WILLIAM 
SMITH COLLEGE SOCCER TEAM 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the William Smith College soccer team, 
which recently won the 2013 NCAA Division III 
National Championship. On December 7, 
2013, the Herons concluded their record- 
breaking season with a 2–0 victory over Trinity 
University, successfully capturing their second 
national championship title in program history. 

Setting new standards for the William Smith 
soccer program, the Herons completed their 
season with a record of 23–1–0. Their impres-
sive winning streak of twenty-three games 
broke the previous school record. Remarkably, 
twenty-one of those games were complete 
shutouts, including all six victories in the 
NCAA tournament. The Herons have now 
competed in the Final Four ten times in the 
past twenty-five years and have won the Lib-
erty League title in seven consecutive sea-
sons. 

Following the championship game, five play-
ers from this incredibly talented squad were 
named to the NCAA Women’s All-Tournament 
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