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HELPING WEST WEBSTER 

FIREFIGHTERS 

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the early morning hours of Decem-
ber 24, 2012, the town of West Webster, 
New York, suffered a horrible tragedy 
as a troubled individual set his sister 
on fire, along with her house, and then 
lay in wait until the firefighters ar-
rived. He shot and killed two firemen 
and wounded two more. 

In the days and weeks that followed, 
the town of West Webster, the city of 
Rochester, and our entire region re-
sponded with an outpouring of support 
for the families whose lives had been 
irrevocably changed because of the at-
tack. 

Donations poured into the nonprofit, 
volunteer West Webster Fire Depart-
ment in hopes that they would reach 
the families whose loved ones had been 
killed. Unfortunately, the fire depart-
ment was in no position to deal with 
the complex legalities of delivering 
these donations to the intended fami-
lies. As a result, the majority of that 
money has still not been able to reach 
the families. 

For almost a year now, I have 
worked with the people of West Web-
ster, particularly West Webster Fire 
Chief Ken Smith, to finally deliver the 
charitable donations. And thanks to 
the generous efforts of Chairman CAMP 
and our allies in the Senate, we will fi-
nally be able to help these families 
today. 

The assistance of Chairman CAMP 
and his staff, in particular, has been 
vital to resolving this issue once and 
for all. His commitment over the re-
cent months to helping West Webster 
firefighters and their loved ones is a 
testament to his dedication to public 
service. 

Today’s vote is terribly important to 
the recipients. There are no words that 
can heal the wounds that were suffered 
by Ted Scardino and Joe Hofstetter, 
and nothing we can do will ever bring 
back Mike ‘‘Chip’’ Chipparini and 
Tomasz Kaczowka. But passing today’s 
legislation can help to lessen their bur-
den, hopefully to ease their pain, and 
to prove that even in our darkest 
hours, our country will be there to sup-
port our public servants, their families, 
and communities in need. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT ERIC 
SUMMERS 

(Mr. SMITH of Missouri asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
tonight southeast Missouri will wel-
come back Staff Sergeant Eric Sum-
mers for the last time. Sergeant Sum-

mers was tragically killed on Novem-
ber 13 while serving his country at 
Camp Pendleton in California. 

Summers served 13 years with the 
United States Marines and is a war 
hero. He served five tours of duty in 
the Middle East and was highly deco-
rated, earning the Navy Commendation 
Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, and the Good Con-
duct Medal. 

Without men like Sergeant Summers 
willing to make the ultimate sacrifice 
for our freedoms, our country could not 
survive. 

I would ask my colleagues and those 
watching to keep Sergeant Summers, 
his family, and all of our brave men 
and women in uniform in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICARSIA MAYES ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
along with our good friend, Congress-
man MEL WATT, I am delighted to rise 
today to say farewell to a very able and 
important American, Nicarsia ‘‘Nikki’’ 
Mayes, who has served this House of 
Representatives for 36 years. 

She began her career in the House of 
Representatives and for the people of 
the United States on September 7, 1977, 
when she was hired on the rec-
ommendation of Congressman Augus-
tus Hawkins of California as an eleva-
tor operator and entrusted to operate 
the last ‘‘Members Only’’ manual ele-
vator. 

In 1980, Nicarsia Mayes, or Nikki as 
we affectionately know her to be, was 
hired as a staff member of then the Of-
fice of the Doorkeeper. She was the 
first African American woman ever 
hired by that office. Because of her du-
tifulness and her leadership, other 
doors were opened. In 1994, Nikki 
joined the staff of the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms, serving as a member of 
the Chamber Security Division until 
her retirement this month, December 
2013. 

It is important to note that her ex-
cellent performance, distinguished 
service, and good cheer paved the way 
for more African Americans to secure 
appointments in the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and other important 
House institutions earning her the re-
spect and friendship of her colleagues 
and, of course, Members of Congress. 

She has a wonderful family, includ-
ing her son John Mayes, III, who works 
for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion; and David, who works for the De-
partment of Homeland Security; and 
her daughter, Tira, who is a forensic 
specialist. You know she has done well 
at home and well here in the House of 
Representatives. Her children have 
learned from her. Her grandchildren 

will benefit from her. I am delighted to 
indicate that we have introduced a res-
olution, H. Res. 444, into the House 
RECORD to honor Nikki Mayes. 

I am delighted to say that we honor 
you and appreciate you for 36 years of 
service and being a pioneering woman 
of service and an African American 
woman who led for others. Thank you 
so very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay to tribute to the 
remarkable accomplishments of Nicarsia 
Mayes, a Capitol Hill trailblazer and the first 
African-American woman to serve as a Door-
keeper of the House of Representatives. 

Nicarsia Mayes began her career of service 
to the House of Representatives and the peo-
ple of the United States on September 7, 
1977, when she was hired on the rec-
ommendation of Congressman Augustus Haw-
kins of California as an elevator operator and 
entrusted to operate the last ‘‘Members Only’’ 
manual elevator. 

In 1980, Nicarsia Mayes, or ‘‘Nikki,’’ as she 
was affectionately known, was hired as a staff 
member of the then Office of the Doorkeeper, 
the first African-American woman ever hired 
by that office. 

In 1994, Nikki joined the staff of the Office 
of the Sergeant at Arms, serving as a member 
of the Chamber Security Division until her re-
tirement in 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, Nikki’s excellent performance, 
distinguished service, professionalism, and 
good cheer paved the way for more African- 
Americans to secure appointments in the Of-
fice of the Sergeant at Arms and other impor-
tant House institutions, earned her the respect 
and friendship of her colleagues, and en-
deared her to Members of Congress. 

This month, December 2013, Nikki Mayes 
retires after 36 years of faithful, honorable, 
and distinguished service to the United States 
House of Representatives and the people of 
the United States. 

I know my colleagues join me in extending 
our thanks and appreciation to Nikki for her 
service to our nation and our very best wishes 
for a happy and productive retirement. 

I know how much she is looking forward to 
spending more time with her family, including 
her sons John Mayes III, who works for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; and David, 
who works for the Department of Homeland 
Security; and her daughter, Tira, who is a fo-
rensic specialist with the District of Columbia 
Metropolitan Police Department. 

Inspired by her example, each of Nikki’s 
children learned the value of helping others 
and chose a public service career. That is per-
haps the greatest testament to the character 
of this great public servant. 

Mr. Speaker, Nicarsia ‘‘Nikki’’ Mayes is a 
wonderful human being, a great friend, and 
one of the finest public servants I have the 
honor to know. She will be greatly missed but 
not ever forgotten. 

f 

PASS COMPREHENSIVE 
IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:56 Mar 27, 2018 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00416 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR13\H12DE3.013 H12DE3ns
ha

ttu
ck

 o
n 

D
S

K
9F

9S
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-10T16:44:13-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




