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change the seemingly unshakable sta-
tus quo. The consequences of his ac-
tions were severe, but they did not 
break him. He showed the world that 
no amount of brutality could over-
power the will of a people determined 
to be free. Nelson Mandela worked tire-
lessly to channel the righteous anger of 
the oppressed into a positive and revo-
lutionary change. 

What impressed me the most about 
Nelson Mandela was his humble spirit 
of forgiveness and love towards those 
who persecuted him. Neither angry nor 
vindictive and with great courage and 
dignity, he endured 27 years in prison, 
sacrificing his liberty for the sake of 
all South Africans. Ultimately, he 
lived a life of triumph over evil and ad-
versity, leaving the world a better 
place for his journey amongst us. 

On behalf of the people of Georgia’s 
Fourth Congressional District, my wife 
and myself, I celebrate his life, and will 
work in pursuit of his vision. The spirit 
of his life will remain in my heart for 
so long as I shall live. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material relative to the 
subject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FATTAH. In closing, I would like 

the House to focus on the trans-
formation of this man who moved from 
a prison cell to being the President of 
a nation. 

Through his circumstance of 27 
years, during which his picture or his 
name could not be spoken, he became a 
world figure. He could not have more 
than one visitor for 30 minutes in a 6- 
month period, but yet hundreds of 
thousands have gathered to memori-
alize him. Delegations from almost 100 
countries will go to his funeral and 
have gone to his home-going celebra-
tion. This is a man who traveled a 
great distance over these 95 years. He 
had the willingness to fight against op-
pression, and he had a willingness to 
reconcile with his oppressors in a way 
in which all could live in harmony. 

He sets a great example for the 
world, so I thank the House for taking 
this time to honor his life and legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a man who has inspired me 
and millions of people across the globe. He 
died last week at the age of 95, but lived a full 
life defined by a dedication to serve others 
and a simple, but all important, insistence that 
all citizens be treated with dignity and respect. 

Serving as the first black president of South 
Africa, Nelson Mandela fought and sacrificed 
for civil rights in his home country. To Nelson 
Mandela, all were equal—peace and justice 

were to be shared among all races, religions, 
and nationalities. Beyond words, Mandela 
lived a life of leadership by example. His long 
and courageous opposition to South Africa’s 
long and violent apartheid and relentless pur-
suit of freedom and justice was a profound ex-
ample of moral leadership that will long be re-
membered. 

A man not deterred or discouraged from his 
goals, Nelson Mandela was determined and 
unwavering in his fight for liberty. Beyond 
death, his life continues to serve as a daily in-
spiration for my public service, and I believe 
all of us can learn from Mandela’s examples 
in forgiveness, hope, and sacrifice. South Afri-
ca and the world are better for the example of 
his life—his work laid the foundations for a 
bright future in South Africa and his vision of 
peace has been since shared around the 
globe. 

His faith in God and commitment to the prin-
ciples of freedom and justice for all are re-
flected in his favorite scripture from the Apos-
tle Paul found in the 8th Chapter of Romans; 
‘Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.’ He would not be separated from his 
principles of justice for all, no matter the cost. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me and the people of South Africa in pay-
ing tribute to Mr. Nelson Mandela and his ex-
ceptional legacy as a world leader. May his 
family and all of the lives he touched be con-
soled and comforted by their faith in the Lord, 
along with the assurance that the courage of 
Nelson Mandela will not soon be forgotten. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nelson Mandela—a man who leaves 
South Africa and the world a better place for 
his presence. 

From a childhood herding cattle to an adult-
hood fighting for his people’s freedom, 
Mandela’s 95 years are a testament to the 
power of a single life to change the course of 
history. 

And the arc of Mandela’s life bends towards 
peace. 

There are many ways to change the world. 
And too often, the world is changed: 
By war 
By violence 
By conflict 
But Mandela took the road less traveled and 

changed the world with his commitment: 
To freedom for his oppressed people 
To equality for all people—oppressed and 

oppressors alike 
And ultimately to peace for a country deeply 

wounded by conflict. 
From the prison walls of Robben Island to 

the halls of Pretoria and beyond, Mandela was 
only human but exemplified super-human 
courage. 

But he was admittedly not a perfect man. 
And it is his imperfections that bring us closer 
to him. 

And enable us to follow in his footsteps. 
His legacy of reconciliation and forgiveness 

can live on in each one of us when we, too, 
take the road less traveled and act in the 
name of justice and in the name of peace. 

Let us learn from Nelson Mandela and write 
the narrative of our lives with 

Justice 
Equality 
And peace. 
As Mandela said, ‘‘When a man has done 

what he considers to be his duty to his people 
and his country, he can rest in peace.’’ 

Now is your time to rest in peace, Madiba. 
As we honor you by promoting peace in our 

words, actions and deeds. 
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor a man who has inspired me 
and millions of people across the globe. He 
died last week at the age of 95, but lived a full 
life defined by a dedication to serve others 
and a simple, but all important, insistence that 
all citizens be treated with dignity and respect. 

Serving as the first black president of South 
Africa, Nelson Mandela fought and sacrificed 
for civil rights in his home country. To Nelson 
Mandela, all were equal—peace and justice 
were to be shared among all races, religions, 
and nationalities. Beyond words, Mandela 
lived a life of leadership by example. His long 
and courageous opposition to South Africa’s 
long and violent apartheid and relentless pur-
suit of freedom and justice was a profound ex-
ample of moral leadership that will long be re-
membered. 

A man not deterred or discouraged from his 
goals, Nelson Mandela was determined and 
unwavering in his fight for liberty. Beyond 
death, his life continues to serve as a daily in-
spiration for my public service, and I believe 
all of us can learn from Mandela’s examples 
in forgiveness, hope, and sacrifice. South Afri-
ca and world are better for the example of his 
life—his work laid the foundations for a bright 
future in South Africa and his vision of peace 
has been since shared around the globe. 

His faith in God and commitment to the prin-
ciples of freedom and justice for all are re-
flected in his favorite scripture from the Apos-
tle Paul found in the 8th Chapter of Romans; 
‘Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.’ He would not be separated from his 
principles of justice for all, no matter the cost. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me and the people of South Africa in pay-
ing tribute to Mr. Nelson Mandela and his ex-
ceptional legacy as a world leader. May his 
family and all of the lives he touched be con-
soled and comforted by their faith in the Lord, 
along with the assurance that the courage of 
Nelson Mandela will not soon be forgotten. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with 
amendments a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 3547. An act to extend the application 
of certain space launch liability provisions 
through 2014. 

f 

A YEAR IN REVIEW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
WAGNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
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