
● This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

 Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 159, Pt. 1319128 December 12, 2013 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleague from California, Ms. ESHOO, 
to honor the memory of Joseph A. Stewart, 
who passed away on December 6, 2013, after 
a full and enriching life looking out for others. 

Joseph was born on January 20, 1941, in 
Newark, New Jersey. He attended Seton Hall 
University, earning a degree in classical lan-
guages. He received his MA and PhD in 
human relations and social policy planning 
from New York University. 

His concern for the sick spurred a prolific 
career in health care that spanned more than 
40 years, taking him everywhere from large 
academic medical centers to community non- 
profit hospitals. 

The first administrator of Cooperative Care 
at New York University Medical Center, Jo-
seph went on to hold academic appointments 
at Carnegie Mellon University and the Univer-
sity of Southern California. 

Joseph was also actively involved in his 
local parish, where he mentored new min-
isters. 

Monsignor Scott Daugherty of St. Anne and 
Holy Cross Catholic Church in Porterville, Cali-
fornia, said Joseph ‘‘was a great man, greatly 
respected by many.’’ 

Similarly, Deacon Jim Deiterle said, ‘‘He 
was a great man and had a great outlook on 
life. . . . He was so committed, so enthused 
with what he was talking about.’’ 

Porterville Unified School District Super-
intendent John Snavely said of Joseph, ‘‘What 
I admired about him is how quickly and how 
completely he embraced the community.’’ 

Indeed, Joseph Stewart was a man who 
shared and spread every one of his pas-
sions—be it faith, education, or health care. 
He didn’t just do a kindness for someone; he 
connected with them. He moved people. 

Joseph will be remembered as a friend, an 
educator, a mentor, and a leader. He will also 
be remembered as a brother to Michael, and 
a father to David, Brian, Charles, and Cath-
erine. 

David serves as Policy Director in the Office 
of the Speaker, and has been a trusted advi-
sor of mine for the last five years. Charles 
worked for the Senate Commerce Committee 
before assuming his current position as Com-
munications Director for Ms. ESHOO nearly two 
years ago. 

Both of these gentlemen are held in high re-
gard by colleagues and members of this body. 
Their outstanding service to this institution 
makes clear that Joseph’s legacy is in the 
best of hands. 

To David and Charles, and to all their loved 
ones, we offer our prayers and those of the 
entire House of Representatives. 

Let us also offer our deep appreciation for 
the service of Joseph Anthony Stewart, and 
for all the good he did in a life of purpose and 
accomplishment. 
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HONORING COLLINS FUNERAL 
HOME 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Collins Funeral Home, 
Inc. in Jackson, Mississippi. This is the funeral 
service business for African-Americans which 
began in the 1880’s. The business was Lyman 
and Harvey Undertakers at the corner of Pearl 
and Farish Streets. Lyman came from Vicks-
burg, Mississippi where he had also started a 
funeral home. He and Jack Harvey sold their 
business to G. F. Frazier who operated from 
406 North Farish Street beginning in 1903. 
Records from this year forward are maintained 
by Collins Funeral Home. 

In the late 1880’s, Malachi Collins and E.W. 
Hall established a funeral service business, 
Hall and Collins Funeral Home was in Hatties-
burg, Mississippi. This was the first funeral 
home owned by African-Americans to service 
the African-American population. 

In 1924, as G. F. Frazier prepared to move 
from Jackson to Cleveland, Ohio, he sold his 
business to Malachi Collins and his wife Mary 
A. Collins. For many years, although owned 
exclusively by Mr. and Mrs. Collins, the com-
pany was known as Frazier and Collins Fu-
neral Home. The Collins Burial Insurance 
Company was established in 1925. 

In April, 1939, Mr. and Mrs. Collins moved 
the business from 406 North Farish across the 
street to 415 North Farish Street, its present 
location. Mr. Collins died later that year, and 
Mrs. Collins, along with a dedicated staff con-
tinued to operate the business. 

Clarie Collins Harvey, the only child of Mary 
and Malachi Collins, joined her mother in man-
agement of the business in 1950. The Frazier 
name was dropped and the business became 
known as Collins Funeral Home, Inc. Mary A. 
Collins remained president and CEO until her 
death in 1970 when her daughter assumed 
these responsibilities. 

Since Clarie C. Harvey had no children or 
siblings, she developed a close relationship 
with some of her many cousins. Two of them 
joined her in the business: Ralph E. Collins in 
1963, and his sister, Annette Collins Rollins in 
1973. They have owned and operated the Col-
lins Funeral Home and Insurance Companies 
since Mrs. Harvey’s death in 1995. 

Collins Insurance Company was formed to 
offer burial insurance to people of color in the 

community at a time when standard life insur-
ance was not available. Mrs. Harvey took this 
service a step further by offering to Collins’ 
patrons a funeral service for these limited 
amounts. In an effort to meet the needs of our 
changing society, Collins now offers life insur-
ance in face amounts up to $5,000 and has 
continued the burial insurance allowing pa-
trons the opportunity to upgrade. Prearrange-
ments are also available for those who want to 
assure that their needs are met and to lighten 
the burden on loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Collins Funeral Home, Inc. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
DONNA WILLIAMS 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion 
of her retirement, I would like to commend the 
recognition of the House to an individual who 
has had an immeasurable influence on the 
lives of young people in the Sixth District and 
the State of Alabama, Donna Griffin Williams. 

One of my longest-serving staff members, 
Donna has devoted a large part of her working 
and volunteer life to creating opportunities to 
help young people achieve their dreams and 
to highlighting the many positive things that 
our students are doing in their schools and 
communities. 

Donna’s role as the Special Projects Coordi-
nator in my district office has touched the lives 
of countless young people. 

As a congressman, some of my proudest 
moments have come when I have met with 
young people who feel called to defend free-
dom and serve our country in the U.S. military. 
That is why a function of my office that I have 
always taken most seriously is the nomination 
of students to attend a Service Academy. 
Donna has expertly coordinated this process 
for me, and over the years it has been a privi-
lege and an honor to have been of help to so 
many outstanding young people with high 
character and an abiding love for America. 

Donna has also served as our local orga-
nizer for the annual Congressional Art Com-
petition, which provides students with the op-
portunity to have their original artwork dis-
played at the U.S. Capitol. This competition at-
tracts entries from schools across the Sixth 
District and is a public showcase for the posi-
tive accomplishments of our students. 

Donna has also been a principal organizer 
of a program that brings great joy to my wife 
Linda and I during each Christmas season, 
the Holiday Card Call for Art. This program, 
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