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Therefore, she honors her Christian values 

and strives daily to become a better servant 
leader. She is a faith member of Mt. Lula Bap-
tist Church in Rolling Fork, MS where she 
serves in the choir. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Kiara L. Walker for her 
dedication to her community and mankind. 
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HONORING CHARLES J. O’LEARY 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 80TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the life and legacy of Mr. 
Charles J. O’Leary, who is celebrating his 80th 
birthday this month. 

A current resident of Tonawanda, Mr. 
O’Leary was born and raised on the City of 
Buffalo’s West Side and has both witnessed 
and endured some of the city and the nation’s 
most tumultuous times. Born on December 12, 
1933, Mr. O’Leary knows the true nature of 
what it is to be resilient in times of hardship, 
and in effect, what it means to be a true 
American. 

Mr. O’Leary proudly served my hometown 
and its residents as a dedicated public servant 
throughout his 37 year career with the City of 
Buffalo Fire Department. He completed his 
courageous tour of duty in 1993 as Captain of 
the renowned and respectfully remembered 
Engine 10 at Ohio and Ganson Streets in our 
most historic, industrial waterfront community. 

As impressive as his valiant professional 
life, Mr. O’Leary is to be commended for his 
commitment as a caring and active family 
man. In addition to celebrating this birthday 
milestone, he and his wife Elinor will soon be 
sharing their 60th wedding anniversary—a 
mark representing Mr. O’Leary’s devotion and 
dedication as a husband and father to six chil-
dren—Charles, Robert, Kevin, Eileen, Patrick 
and Paul. Mr. O’Leary now enjoys quite the 
extended family, with 20 grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
rise today to acknowledge the life and accom-
plishments of Charles J. O’Leary. His good 
works, devoted public service and gifts as a 
family man will be celebrated with those 
whose lives he has so deeply influenced on 
December 20, 2013 and I am pleased and 
proud to offer sincere congratulations and best 
wishes to this good and faithful servant on this 
most happy occasion. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BAGDAD, FLORIDA 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

Bagdad, Florida Volunteer Fire Department 
and recognize the selfless service, sacrifice, 
and dedication of its members, past and 
present, in protecting the citizens of the North-
west Florida community. 

Formally established in 1963, the Bagdad 
Volunteer Fire Department was initially found-
ed in 1962 as a Fire Rescue team of ten men 
led by Chief Dan Fowler. Despite having little 
equipment and no firehouse, this team of dedi-
cated individuals was inspired by the need for 
a department to provide for the safety and res-
cue needs of Bagdad and the surrounding 
Santa Rosa County community. Bagdad Ele-
mentary School opened its doors as a meeting 
place for the volunteers to discuss business 
and other issues, while the Florida Department 
of Forestry provided the team’s first truck that 
was stationed at the Chief’s home. With the 
continued support of the local community and 
to meet the growing needs of its citizens, the 
department built its first firehouse in 1965 on 
donated land and acquired a second fire truck. 
A third truck was acquired in 1975, and the 
1980’s brought the deployment of a pager sys-
tem and acquisition of a fourth and more mod-
ern fire truck. Today, the department com-
prises 25 volunteers, 2 Class-A 1,000 gallon 
pumpers, an E–1 rescue truck, an E–1 brush 
attack truck and a 17.5-foot rescue boat. 

Throughout the course of Bagdad Volunteer 
Fire Department’s fifty-year history and trans-
formation, what has remained constant is the 
clear vision of the required capabilities needed 
to successfully meet the safety needs of the 
growing community, as well as, the passion 
and dedication of its numerous volunteers. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it gives me great pleasure to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Bagdad, 
Florida Volunteer Fire Department. My wife 
Vicki joins me in thanking all of the volunteers 
for their faithful service and wishing them and 
the department continued success. 
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HONORING EVAN JOSEPH 
HERONEMUS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Evan Joseph 
Heronemus. Evan is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 218, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Evan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Evan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Evan 
contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Evan Joseph Heronemus for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 632 I was unable to be present for H.R. 
2019. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 
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IN MEMORY OF RONDAL K. MOORE 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Rondal K. Moore, of Aurora, Colo-
rado, who passed away from a stroke on No-
vember 12th at age of 71. Rondal was born 
on May 25, 1942 in Fort Smith, Arkansas, the 
son of Clarence Delmer and Golden Viola 
Moore. In 1961, he graduated from Wheeler 
County High School in Fossil, Oregon. He 
went on to serve in the United States Navy 
during the Vietnam War on board the aircraft 
carrier USS Coral Sea as well as duty in 
Rhode Island at the Naval War College. In the 
spring of 1963, he married Nancy E. Heily and 
on March 29th of this year they celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. Rondal began 
working for United Airlines in 1966 and spent 
decades in the field of de-icing until retiring in 
2003 after 37 years. He held multiple patents 
for inventions in both information and system 
operations as well as software products used 
in the process of de-icing. His inventions and 
patents are still in use today in order to help 
determine check time for de-icing fluid, which 
allows for safe airline travel during inclement 
weather. My thoughts and prayers go out to 
his surviving family member including his wife 
of 50 years, Nancy Moore, of Aurora, Colo-
rado; his son, Jason Moore, of Chula Vista, 
CA; his daughter, Sondra LaValley, of Aurora, 
CO; and his sister, Carol Ellis, of Kennewick, 
WA. 
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HONORING LINDA HOWARD 
JOHNSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to tell the story of an unsung 
hero. Often times the neighbor next door goes 
unnoticed because of their ability to quietly go 
about life helping others without any nudge 
from the outside to do so, the only nudge they 
get is the one that is in their heart to do what 
needs to be done. Mr. Speaker her name is 
Linda Howard Johnson and she lives in my 
district, Mississippi Second Congressional Dis-
trict. People in the community calf her ‘‘Mama 
or Grandma.’’ 

Linda’s start in life helped to shape the road 
she would travel later in life. As a young child, 
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