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elected to the Rockford City Council, Alder-
man Bell served for 38 years before retiring in 
2009. During his years representing Rock-
ford’s most diverse ward, Bell helped increase 
diversity throughout city government and 
fought to bring economic development projects 
to all of Rockford. He was an inspiration and 
a mentor to many who have since entered 
public service or joined the City Council and, 
in 1999, he was named one of the Rockford 
Register Star’s ‘‘100 people of the Century.’’ 

Chuck Jefferson has been serving as State 
Representative for Illinois’ 67th District since 
2001 and is currently the Assistant Majority 
Leader in the State Assembly. After com-
pleting six years of service in the Army, Rep-
resentative Jefferson moved to Rockford with 
his wife and began his career in public serv-
ice. He has been involved in numerous com-
munity organizations over the years, including 
the New Zion Day Care Center, United Way 
and the Rockford Sportsmen Golf Association, 
which organizes after-school programs for un-
derprivileged youth. 

The Booker Washington Community Center 
in Rockford is Illinois’ oldest African-American 
community center. It hosts an impressive array 
of programs for people of all ages dedicated 
to art, music, violence prevention, education 
and much more. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to again congratulate 
Vic Bell and Chuck Jefferson and thank the 
Booker Washington Center for recognizing 
their many years of dedicated service to the 
people of Rockford. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR DAVID ROMAN 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Major David Roman of the United 
States Army for his extraordinary dedication to 
duty and service to our Nation. Major Roman 
and his wife Dymphna will be moving on from 
his present assignment as an Army Congres-
sional Liaison for the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense to the 10th Mountain Division in Fort 
Drum, New York. 

Army Congressional Liaison officers provide 
an invaluable service to both the military and 
Congress. They assist Members and staff in 
understanding the Army’s policies, actions, op-
erations, and requirements. Their first hand 
knowledge of military needs, culture, and tradi-
tion is a tremendous benefit to Congressional 
offices. 

In November of 2004, Captain Roman re-
ported to his first operational duty assignment 
as a Platoon Leader with the 1st–501st Attack 
Helicopter Battalion during their rotation to the 
Unit Fielding and Training Program at Fort 
Hood, Texas in my Congressional district. 
Upon completion the unit was reflagged to 
4th–227th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 
1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division. 
In 2006, Major Roman deployed to Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and served 14 months in the 
Baghdad area of operation. Upon redeploy-
ment in 2008, he reported back to Fort 
Rucker, Alabama for the Aviation Captains 
Career Course. 

In 2008, Captain Roman returned to the 
4th–227th and took command of the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company. In April 
2009, he deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom 
for a second time. He then took command of 
C Company and served under operational 
control of the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force 
before moving to Al Asad Air Base in the 
Anwar Province. Due in no small part to his 
leadership, Captain Roman’s company pro-
vided valuable reconnaissance and inflicted 
significant damage on enemy forces. 

In 2011, Dave served as an Army Fellow in 
the office of Congressman Silvestre Reyes 
representing residents of El Paso and Fort 
Bliss, Texas. During that year he also earned 
a Masters in Legislative Affairs from the 
George Washington University. In January of 
2012, he arrived in the House Army Liaison 
Division where he assumed his role as a Leg-
islative Liaison and continued to honorably 
serve as a conduit between the Army and 
Congress for two years. 

His great work has not gone unnoticed. Dur-
ing Major Roman’s distinguished service to 
this nation, he has earned awards and decora-
tions including: the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, Combat Action 
Badge, Army Aviator Badge, Army Parachutes 
Badge, and the German Proficiency Badge 
(Gold Award). 

Mr. Speaker it is my honor to recognize the 
selfless service of Major Roman and his wife 
Dymphna, who is a former Staff Sergeant in 
the Army and currently serves as a Depart-
ment of the Army Civilian. I wish them the 
best as they continue to serve our great nation 
and proceed to the next chapter in their re-
markable careers. 
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ALL-AMERICAN HONORS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Katarina Morton of Pearland High 
School, who earned All-American honors from 
the American Volleyball Coaches Association. 
She is the first Pearland ISD volleyball player 
to be named an AVCA All-American. 

Katarina is among 100 of the nation’s top 
high school senior volleyball players who rep-
resent 33 states and 90 high schools. In order 
to receive this distinction, she was first nomi-
nated by Pearland Lady Oilers head coach 
John Turner. Coach Turner has commented 
on Katrina’s passion, incredible work ethic and 
love of the game. It is clear that these three 
attributes have served Katrina well. 

On behalf of all residents of the Twenty- 
Second Congressional District of Texas, it’s an 
honor to recognize Katarina Morton and her 
accomplishment of earning All-American hon-
ors. We are all very proud of her and wish her 
the best of luck at Kennesaw State University. 

THANKING DAN STRODEL FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
the occasion of his retirement at the conclu-
sion of the first session of the 113th Congress, 
Ranking Member ROBERT BRADY and I join to-
gether on behalf of the House of Representa-
tives to express our most sincere gratitude to 
Mr. Daniel Strodel for his nearly three decades 
of outstanding dedicated service to the United 
States House of Representatives. 

Since 2010, Dan has been tapped by both 
Republican and Democratic leadership to 
oversee nearly every administrative aspect of 
the House—a true testament to the over-
whelming bipartisan confidence in is capabili-
ties. During his tenure as CAO, Dan not only 
ensured the continuity of daily operations, but 
he spearheaded major internal reforms and IT 
modernization projects that significantly im-
proved the House’s IT security, operational ef-
ficiency, financial accountability and trans-
parency. 

Prior to his tenure as CAO, Dan worked for 
the Committee on House Administration, U.S. 
Capitol Police and the House and Senate offi-
cers, including the Clerk of the House and the 
House and Senate Sergeant at Arms, in mul-
tiple capacities for the betterment and safety 
of the House community. As a senior advisor 
to the Committee, Dan provided invaluable 
counsel on operational matters related to the 
CAO, where he first started right out of col-
lege. 

Dan’s dedicated, longstanding service to 
this great institution is understood and greatly 
appreciated by the Members and employees 
who have benefited from his work. 

On behalf of the entire House community, 
we extend congratulations to Dan for his years 
of outstanding contributions and service to the 
United States House of Representatives. 

We wish Dan much happiness in fulfilling 
his retirement dreams. 
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CONGRATULATING THE LOVETT 
SCHOOL LIONS FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize The Lovett School 
Lions varsity football team on an exceptional 
2013 season. 

This Saturday, the Region 6–AA Champion 
Lions will make their first championship game 
trip to the Georgia Dome, and their first cham-
pionship game since 2007. 

Following an impressive 12–1 season, the 
Lions defeated Brooks County 35–12 last Fri-
day in the Class AA semifinals. They now face 
Lamar County in the title game. What’s more, 
they now have the opportunity to best the 
team that eliminated them from last year’s 
playoffs in a hard-fought game. 
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