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for the law.’’ Then when he got into high 
school and participated in law camp, it fur-
ther spurred his interest in the legal profes-
sion. 

‘‘Looking at him as a lawyer, he is a good 
example of what you want to be,’’ Duggan 
said in a phone interview from Turkey. ‘‘I 
saw the way people respected him. He did a 
good job of bringing a lot of people from the 
Bar out and supporting the effort. Not many 
people could do that.’’ 

Horne, along with McCahill, also presided 
over Loudoun’s Drug Court until the Board 
of Supervisors cut its funding last year. A 
common target for budget cuts before it was 
eliminated in 2012, Horne often spoke pas-
sionately about the program and the impact 
it can have, telling supervisors in 2009 that 
he would ‘‘rather take home hours of home-
work’’ than see the program cut. 

He calls his work for the community ‘‘an 
extension of being a judge.’’ 

‘‘I tell the new judges—that is my advice— 
don’t go and hide. Don’t sit up on high. Be 
out in the community; get out with people. 
Yes, you have your judicial ethics, and you 
don’t talk about your cases, but you need to 
talk with people, and know them and under-
stand them. You need to understand people,’’ 
he said. 

And Horne’s influence on Loudoun’s com-
munity stretches far beyond the legal sys-
tem. In the early 1980s, he helped youth soc-
cer form in the county, and at the end of 
that decade he formed the Loudoun County 
Youth Lacrosse League. The sport was one of 
his passions growing up, and one he passed 
on to his son, Rob. 

‘‘I distinctly remember our first catch, I 
had my baseball mitt and then we would 
trade off [with the lacrosse stick],’’ Rob 
Horne said. ‘‘I really took to it very quickly. 
I think he saw how passionate I was about 
the sport, and he wanted to provide me with 
an outlet . . . and in 1989 he founded lacrosse 
in the county.’’ 

Rob Horne said his father is his hero, in no 
small part because of his passion for his com-
munity and his ability to be just as pas-
sionate about his family. Growing up the son 
of a judge, Rob Horne always faced questions 
about a perceived strict household. 

‘‘[My friends] thought that things were in-
credibly strict and heavy handed in our 
house. They were not,’’ he said. ‘‘My father 
had an amazing ability to leave the office, 
the courthouse, behind. He never carried any 
of that baggage home.’’ 

In addition to his dedication to youth 
sports, Horne is a former Boy Scouts cub 
master, Loudoun County High School PTA 
president and the first chairman of Loudoun 
County High School’s all-night, drug-free 
graduation organizing committee. 

‘‘He has this selfless approach that he has 
taken throughout his adult life in all facets 
of our community,’’ the younger Horne, now 
a teacher at Middleburg Academy, said. ‘‘It 
is this inexhaustible energy that he has. 
That is something that I have really tried to 
draw from him. When you undertake an en-
deavor, you really see it through. Be pas-
sionate about what it is that you do, either 
professionally or in some extracurricular ac-
tivity.’’ 

Beyond the tangible work Horne does in 
Loudoun that will be absent with his retire-
ment, it is the intangible that will be impos-
sible to replace. 

‘‘I have dreaded 2013 for so long,’’ Paice 
said. ‘‘I have always had a feeling that as 
long as he was in that courthouse justice was 
going to be done, whether it was in front of 
him or not. Divorce, criminal, land use, he 

was going to be there to be sure that justice 
was done. And he is not going to be there. It 
is totally an end of an era for this commu-
nity.’’ 

Duggan, who also worked for him as a law 
clerk one summer, said one of the things 
Horne worked to instill in him was the im-
portance of people—something he tries to re-
member every day he works as an attorney. 
Duggan said he has an ‘‘indelible mark’’ on 
him of Horne placing his hands on his shoul-
ders and telling him: 

‘‘The law programs, the buildings they are 
all great, but at the end of the day it is the 
people that really make the system work 
. . . it doesn’t matter if you don’t have the 
right people.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 635, I was unable to be present for H.R. 
3212. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO LENAWEE CHRISTIAN 
FAMILY CENTRE 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 25 years of service provided by 
the Lenawee Christian Family Centre to the 
community of Adrian, Michigan. 

The ‘‘Centre,’’ as it is popularly known, of-
fers a variety of fitness, sports and other pro-
grams enjoyed by over 4,000 members of the 
community. The brainchild of local philan-
thropists Orville and Ruth Merillat, the Centre 
was originally built on a vision of providing a 
place for young people in the community to 
gather. While the Centre has grown over the 
years and their programs have changed, the 
underlying mission has remained the same: to 
encourage families and serve them in a 
Christ-centered way. 

I had the distinct honor to have served on 
the founding board of the Centre and continue 
to be impressed to see how they’ve grown 
over the years to meet a great need in the 
Adrian community and all of Lenawee County. 

Today, the Centre offers fitness options that 
range from a pool and exercise equipment to 
a climbing wall and handball courts. They 
have a cafe, an auditorium, and host a num-
ber of classes, wellness programs and family- 
oriented events. Through all these offerings, 
which are available to everyone in the commu-
nity, the Centre seeks to promote and support 
Christian values and ideals. 

Mr. Speaker, it is organizations like the Cen-
tre that strengthen our civil society and meet 
the needs of our communities in a way the 
government never can. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the Centre’s 25 years of 
service and thank them for their continued 
contributions to the Adrian community. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN 
NAO YENG VANG 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Captain Nao Yeng 
Vang, who passed away on November 16, 
2013 at the age of 67. Captain Vang was an 
extraordinary person, and he will always be 
remembered as an iconic hero to the Hmong 
people. 

Captain Vang never attended school, but 
learned to read, write, and speak Lao fluently 
on his own. In 1964, at 18 years old, he was 
recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and served as a Captain under the late 
General Vang Pao during the Vietnam War. 
He bravely fought and directed Hmong sol-
diers to fight against communists and saved 
many American soldiers from torture. 

In February 1965, Captain Vang married Yia 
Yang in Ban Soun, Laos. They were married 
for 38 years until Mrs. Vang passed away on 
October 18, 2003. They had six sons: Moua 
Pao Vang, Chia Neng Vang, Kou Vang, Thai 
Vang, Ger Vang, and Nou Vang, and seven 
daughters: Ka Ying Vang, My Vang, Kia May 
Vang, Maiyer Vang, Pa Houa Vang, Stacey 
Bao Vang, and Kathleen Kalia Vang. 

Captain Vang and his family settled in 
Nampong, Thailand on May 13, 1975. They 
lived in Thailand for three years as refugees 
before receiving asylum from the United 
States government in 1978. The Vang family 
resided in Hamilton, Montana where Captain 
Vang worked as a press operator for three 
years. In 1980, he co-founded the Lao Family 
branch in Montana. The organization was de-
veloped to help and empower refugees to 
adapt and become successful members of 
American society. 

The Vang family eventually moved to Fres-
no, California in 1982. Captain Vang was an 
independent farmer in Fresno for 16 years. As 
a farmer, he was able to engage in Hmong 
and American politics. He encouraged the 
Hmong community to vote during election cy-
cles. Voting was a very important aspect in his 
life because in Laos, citizens did not have the 
right to vote and speak freely. Due to his in-
volvement with American politics, he was able 
to meet former Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton as well as many state, county, and city 
elected officials. 

Captain Vang was a member of Lao Vet-
erans of America, Inc. He served as an advi-
sor to the Hmong community and participated 
in various organizations as a community lead-
er, educator, and cultural advisor. When he 
spoke at community events he urged the 
Hmong community to be productive citizens, 
to be united, and to love and support one an-
other. He was a tireless supporter of edu-
cation and encouraged students to stay in 
school and pursue a higher education. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of Captain Nao 
Yeng Vang. He will always be remembered as 
an influential member of our very important 
Hmong community. 
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