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Excellence In Service Award by United Min-
ister’s Institute of Texas Southern University; 
Special Achievement Award from The Reli-
gious Workers Guild; Outstanding Leadership 
AIM 2000 Church of God in Christ National 
Auxiliaries In Ministry Convention; by Bishop 
J. W. Macklin-AIM Chairman, Charles Harrison 
Mason Award The Religious Workers Guild, 
Visionary Pastors Award from the Houston 
Forward Times. 

On October 17, 2013 in Abuja, Nigeria, the 
African Children’s Hostel was named The 
Bishop Prince Bryant, Sr. African Children’s 
Hostel in his honor. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Bryant is married to 
Mrs. Yolanda Howard Bryant and they are the 
proud parents of five children: Superintendent 
Prince E. Bryant, II (Candies); Dommonique 
Jeannie Bryant; Phillip Paul Bryant; Elder 
Desmon Ryan Bryant (Franchell); and 
Tymorra Mishon Bryant. 

They also have been blessed with five won-
derful grandchildren: Prince E. Bryant, III, 
Paiton Anise Bryant, Pierce Edward O’neal 
Bryant, Madison Danielle Bryant, and John 
Patrick Bryant. 

Mr. Speaker, for 50 years Bishop Bryant 
has provided remarkable service to our nation 
as a community, state, and national leader. 

I am proud to call this remarkable American 
hero my friend and I offer him my heartfelt 
congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of his 
service in the ministry of the Gospel. 

Bishop Bryant truly is a ‘‘Soldier of the 
Cross.’’ I offer my best wishes for his contin-
ued success in ministering the Gospel for 
many years to come. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants, 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Lance Corporal John Wangler served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 2007 to 
2011. His commitment to the military began at 
a young age, learning from his grandfather, a 
Korean War Veteran, the value of placing duty 
to country above self. Immediately after grad-
uating from high school, he enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps in February 2007, because eight-
een years was long enough for him to wait to 
serve. In 2008, Mr. Wangler deployed to Iraq 
where he completed more than 200 combat 

patrols throughout the Al-Anbar province. The 
following year he deployed to Afghanistan 
where he led mortar missions as the adjusting 
gun squad leader and commanded a six-man 
vehicle checkpoint that implemented security 
measures and registered local population. Be-
cause of his service and leadership, he was 
awarded the Combat Action Ribbon, Presi-
dential Unit Citation, Afghanistan and Iraq 
Campaign Medals, as well as numerous other 
medals. 

After returning to civilian life, he redirected 
his commitment to the college classroom at 
Collin College. Recognizing the difficulty of 
transitioning from military to civilian life, Mr. 
Wangler became an officer of the Student Vet-
erans of America (SVA) organization where he 
currently helps other student veterans navi-
gate through the GI Bill. He also volunteers as 
a mentor in the new Veterans Welcome and 
Resource Center on campus. Additionally, he 
is one of only three student veteran advisors, 
which plans and hosts events to honor the 
sacrifice of our service members. Mr. Wangler 
truly represents the best of our young genera-
tion. We need more young people like him 
who will give their time, energy, and efforts to 
make this community a better place. 

Lance Corporal John Wangler, let me both 
thank and congratulate you on your excep-
tional service to our country and community 
both past and present. It is my pleasure to 
award you the 2013 Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for the Third District of Texas. 
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JONATHAN SEROTA YALE MODEL 
CONGRESS SPEECH 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, for 408 hours, 
the government of the United States of Amer-
ica shut down its facilities and closed its 
doors. Over the course of that tumultuous 
time, national parks, museums, and public 
grounds were barred to visitors. 800,000 Fed-
eral workers were sent home from their jobs, 
and many more were forced to work with de-
layed pay. Veterans, and active duty military 
personnel and their families were kept in a 
constant state of fear, worried about making 
ends meet. This period of panic was not 
caused by some foreign aggressor, some 
archenemy of state, or some ruthless tyrant. 
No, the crisis that shook the very faith that the 
American people had in their government, was 
caused by that very body itself. So who is to 
blame for the government shutdown? Shall we 
point fingers at Republicans? How about the 
Democrats? It must be someone’s fault right? 
That is what our political system has taught us 
isn’t it? Well, it appears that recently, that is 
just what it has done. As the ominous clouds 
descended upon the capital in the early hours 
of October the 1st, the government shutdown 
that took place in the District of Columbia, and 
all across the country, had effects that will 
continue to be impactful for years to come. 

Model Congress. The word ‘model’ implies a 
want or desire to replicate, to recreate and 
imitate. For years now, thousands of students 

have come to Yale and other conferences 
alike, and taken pride in acting as Senators, 
Representatives, Cabinet Members, and Presi-
dents. We have touted our accomplishments 
on our resumes, shined our gavels and 
framed our certificates. My question to you to-
night is: Do we really, want to model Con-
gress? The body which we have all gathered 
here tonight to replicate has, over the past 
several years, produced a stalemate and inef-
ficiency that has rarely been seen in the long 
and arduous history of both man and this na-
tion. Complete ideological division, refusal to 
compromise, and the inability to put national 
interest above self interest has weakened our 
country, as well as its image both at home 
and abroad. Why is it as teenagers, we are 
able to sit down, talk, work out our problems, 
and come to productive agreements, but as 
adults, we put our fingers in our ears and 
stomp our feet on the ground until we get 
what we want? The roles seem to be back-
wards if you ask me. 

People would like to have you believe that 
we are naive, we are inexperienced, and we 
know too little about the world to make deci-
sions on our own. Well I argue the contrary. 
I think that they are too rigid, they are too 
closed minded, and they are too pleased with 
pushing the blame onto others, that they fail to 
see that the problem is caused by no one else 
but themselves. 

Is this what America is about? Surely the 
land of the free and the home of the brave is 
not just some idealistic nonsense that we were 
told about in second grade, and then by the 
cruel hand of fate, forced to rule out as any-
thing but true. The American ideal that we all 
hold dear to our hearts, the feeling of honor 
that sweeps over our senses and rushes down 
our spine when we publicly declare, ‘‘I am 
proud to be an American!’’ is only true be-
cause our government is about us, the people. 
We, the people, in order to form a more per-
fect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos-
terity. We are that posterity. 

We have come to this conference to argue 
for things which we are passionate about, and 
argue against those which we are passion-
ately not about. We have come to this con-
ference to test each other, and our ability to 
work together to shape both foreign and do-
mestic policy. We have come to this con-
ference to gain experience, to gain knowledge, 
and to make progress not only for ourselves, 
but also for those who feel that their opinion 
doesn’t matter. While most of us came here 
tonight with distinct political agendas, we have 
always been able to open our minds, chal-
lenge our beliefs, and move together in the 
hope that we may one day truly create what 
Ronald Reagan famously described as, ‘‘that 
shining city on a hill’’. 

I love what we do here at Model Congress. 
If you ask me, I don’t think we imitate Con-
gress, we act better than it. We don’t aspire to 
be like them, we aspire to be better than 
them. Here, at this conference, we have come 
together to act like the body of government 
that the founders intended. There are no spe-
cial interest groups, no superpacs, no shady 
campaign deals, and no political parties. There 
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is only the work we have set out to do, and 
the goals which we wish to achieve. 

As I sat to write this speech, I decided that 
I wanted to talk about something that really 
mattered to us, the youth of America. Now, I 
could have simply gotten up here, shouted a 
couple of phrases like ‘‘legalize marijuana’’, 
‘‘Make the playing field fairer’’, ‘‘lower taxes’’, 
‘‘feed the hungry’’ and ‘‘help the poor.’’ And 
while I’m sure that I would have gotten a cou-
ple of apathetic rounds of applause, I thought 
that it would be more prudent to get up here, 
and as I have, talk about something that we, 
both as citizens and as young adults, are frus-
trated with in the hopes of bringing about 
change. 

If elected I vow to each and every one of 
you, that I will help us take those first fright-
ening steps into the obscure and unsure fu-
ture. I will do my best to lead this conference 
in a way so that Congressmen, Senators, 
Governors, and Presidents alike know that we 
won’t accept anything less than that second 
grade idealistic dream, so that our peers both 
here and at home know that we mean busi-
ness, and so that we may all realize that we 
must join hands and look into the unknown 
abyss that is our future, and conquer it with 
the fearless determination that is so 
quintessentially American. 

With hope and faith, we move forward to-
gether. With knowledge and determination, we 
strive, to make a better tomorrow. May God 
Bless each and every one of you, and may 
God Bless the United States of America. 
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CONGRATULATING JACOB CURTIN 
JOHNSON ON ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize, honor and congratulate an outstanding 
constituent of my district, Jacob Curtis John-
son of Scout Troop 100 in Oviedo, Florida, for 
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest 
achievement in scouting. To attain this rank, 
he has demonstrated the qualities of leader-
ship, self-discipline and perseverance while 
serving his family, friends and community. 
Only about five percent of Boy Scouts earn 
the rank of Eagle Scout. The awarding of the 
Rank of Eagle Scout is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well maintained over the past century. 

Jacob Johnson has met every test and chal-
lenge to pass through the ranks of the Boy 
Scouts. Those aspiring to be Eagle Scouts 
must fulfill requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, service and outdoor skills. To dem-
onstrate proficiency as a scout, each Boy 
Scout must achieve merit badges in the areas 
of First Aid, Citizenship, Environment, Fitness, 
Family Life and much more. 

The work ethic Jacob has shown in his 
Eagle Scout projects, and every other project 
leading up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks 
volumes about his commitment to assisting his 
community and serving a cause greater than 

himself. It is my honor to commend Daniel 
Moon for his achievement of the rank of Eagle 
Scout. Jacob will join the ranks of fellow Eagle 
Scouts like President Gerald R. Ford, Neil 
Armstrong and Florida Governor Rick Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. Jacob’s devotion to the Boy 
Scouts over the past decade is laudable, and 
I congratulate him on his achievement. I thank 
him for his dedication to service and know we 
can expect great things from him in the future. 
I invite my colleagues in the House to join me 
in congratulating Jacob Curtis Johnson on ob-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout, and I wish 
him continued success in his future endeav-
ors. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants, 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Captain Richard ‘‘BJ’’ Bjorklund served in 
the United States Air Force from 1966 to 
1975. After graduating from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, Mr. Bjorklund headed to pilot train-
ing at Reese Air Force Base in Lubbock, 
Texas. Later, he was assigned to the 668th 
Bomb Squadron, at Griffiss Air Force Base in 
New York and was shortly deployed to Ander-
son Air Force Base in Guam. He served two 
tours of duty at Anderson, and flew 75 Arc 
Light combat missions over Southeast Asia as 
a B–52 pilot. For his distinguished service, he 
received the Vietnam Service Medal and the 
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Since his honorable discharge in 1975, Mr. 
Bjorklund has worked as an investment advi-
sor in Dallas, Texas, and has tirelessly de-
voted his time and efforts in service to our 
community. Back in 1985, he helped Con-
gressman Dick Armey establish his Service 
Academy Selection Board. Mr. Bjorklund 
served as chairman of that board for the next 
18 years until Congressman Armey retired as 
the House Majority Leader. Also involved in 
local politics, Mr. Bjorklund has been a dele-
gate to the Texas GOP State Convention in 
both 2010 and 2012 and currently serves in 
an appointed position on the Collin County 
Health Care Advisory Board. He is also an ac-
tive member in his church, Christ Church in 

Plano, Texas, and has served as chairman of 
the Building Fund Campaign as well as chair-
man of the Stewardship Campaign. On Memo-
rial Day 2012, he hiked 35 miles with the 
Carry the Load Campaign in memory of vet-
erans that have lost their lives for our great 
Nation. What a fitting reminder that all gave 
some, but some gave all. 

Captain Richard ‘‘BJ’’ Bjorklund, let me both 
thank and congratulate you on your excep-
tional service to our country and community 
both past and present. It is my pleasure to 
award you the 2013 Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for the Third District of Texas. 
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WHAT GIFT CAN I BRING? IN 
HONOR OF OUR ARMED FORCES 
AND THEIR FAMILIES THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of America’s Armed Forces, and their 
Families during this Christmas and Holiday 
Season. The ones who are separated by 
death, war, and plagued with life altering 
health conditions throughout America, are pay-
ing the price of freedom for us all. The ones 
who give us the greatest gifts, ‘‘That Last Full 
Measure’’. Say a prayer for them, and keep 
them in your hearts this Christmas and Holi-
day Season. Say a prayer for peace, I ask 
that this poem penned in their honor by Albert 
Carey Casewell be placed in the RECORD. 

WHAT GIFT CAN I BRING? 
(By Albert Carey Caswell) 

‘‘What gift can I bring?’’ . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
‘‘That’s fit for a King’’ . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
What gift can I give? 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
All in this life I live . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
While, 
into the valley of death I walked! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Out into that darkness standing tall! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
My arms and legs I gave . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
For you I limp this day! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And in my arms my love ones I shall never 

hold this way . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
All so we may live in peace this day! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And . . . my eyes I gave . . . 
so all in darkness I must stay . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As another beautiful sunset I shall never so 

see portrayed . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And my ears I gave, 
so I can never hear the words ‘‘I love you’’ 

say . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And all those scars upon my face . . . 
In the mirror I must look at each day . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
All for the beauty of peace on earth this day 

. . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
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