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also wearing a blue suit and red tie, who gave 
her a strange look when she said, ‘‘Charles?’’ 
Fortunately, she found the right man soon 
thereafter.] 

Midway through the evening, Marilyn had 
the uncharacteristic, passing thought: ‘‘It might 
be fun to be married to a man like this.’’ It 
wasn’t a typical date for Charlie either: In addi-
tion to the talent show and dance, he gave 
Marilyn a tour of his chemical engineering re-
search lab and even played his guitar for her. 

Marilyn graduated in August of 1963 and 
went on to teach English at Houston ISD’s 
Austin High School, her alma mater, but Char-
lie made sure she didn’t get away before she 
finally accepted his proposal on August 1, 
1963. Charlie presented Marilyn with an en-
gagement ring on September 21, 1963, and 
they were married December 21, 1963, in 
Houston at the Epworth Methodist Church. 

Upon Charlie’s completion of his master’s 
degree in August 1964, he accepted a job with 
Shell Oil Co. that started with an intensive 
training program and work assignments at 
Shell’s locations throughout Louisiana. During 
the Louisiana years, Marilyn was a substitute 
teacher, and she also held various administra-
tive assistant positions that included one at 
LSU’s agronomy department where she was 
well-regarded for her outstanding work and 
professionalism. Of particular note is that 
Marilyn served as a volunteer teacher during 
the Integration of the Louisiana Public School 
System and taught typing to Special Education 
students. Charlie and Marilyn also were in-
volved in a Prison Ministry that they started at 
Angola Prison. The couple bought their first 
home and settled in Slidell, Louisiana, in the 
summer of 1967, and their daughter Sheryl 
was born in New Orleans later that fall. Their 
son David was born in Slidell in the summer 
of 1970, just a few weeks before Charlie was 
transferred from New Orleans to Shell’s Head 
Office in New York City. 

In 1971, when Shell’s Head Office Engineer-
ing was moved to Houston, the Wallaces were 
thrilled to return home to Texas. After 35 
years of service to Shell, Charlie ‘‘retired’’ in 
1999. However, Charlie immediately started 
his own full-time chemical engineering con-
sulting business. His career has presented 
him with opportunities for international travel to 
Canada, The Netherlands, France, Hungary 
[when it was still behind the Iron Curtain,] 
China, England, Scotland, and Italy. 

Marilyn has always been a supportive wife 
and mother and a committed homemaker. She 
is an ‘‘independent agent of good’’ who dedi-
cates her time, resources, creativity, and ad-
vocacy to improve the quality of life for a di-
verse array of people including the seriously 
ill, the disadvantaged, the disabled, and the el-
derly. 

Their children describe Charlie and Marilyn 
as fiercely committed to each other and ex-
tremely compatible. They enjoy travel, the out-
doors, fitness and nutrition, and music. It is an 
honor to represent such decent, hardworking, 
civic-minded Texans. I want to congratulate 
Charlie and Marilyn on their 50th anniversary 
and may God bless them with many more 
years together. They are truly an outstanding 
couple from the second district of Texas. 

RECOGNIZING THE WASHINGTON 
HIGH SCHOOL WILDCATS AS THE 
2013 SWIMMING CLASS 2A FLOR-
IDA CHAMPIONS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to congratulate the First Congressional 
District of Florida’s Booker T. Washington 
High School Wildcats for winning their first 
Class 2A State Swimming Championship. This 
victory marks the swim team’s first state title, 
as well as, the first title for a girls swim team 
in Escambia or Santa Rosa counties. 

Truly an outstanding team effort put forth by 
the swimmers, under the leadership of their 
talented coach, Ms. Megan Oberholtzer, there 
is no question that several performances con-
tributed to the overall title. Jacquie Kinman 
and Chloe Berens swam the 100-yard breast-
stroke, which ended up putting the team in 
first place as they entered the final event. 
Brooke Ferrara, Miss Kinman, Rachel Martin 
and Brianna Mount swam the 400-yard free-
style relay in the All-American consideration 
time of 3:31.98. Miss Ferrara and Miss 
Kinman also joined Sophia Diagne and Abigail 
Goram in the 200 medley relay winning with 
the All-American consideration time of 1:47.16, 
and Miss Mount, Miss Martin, Miss Goram, 
and Miss Kinman won the 200 freestyle at 
1:36.57, again, an All-American consideration 
time. Exceptional individual swimming 
achievements included Miss Mount’s second 
place finish in the 50 freestyle in 23.57 sec-
onds and Miss Kinman’s second-place finish 
in the 100 breaststroke in 1:04.77, both All- 
American consideration times. Finally, Miss 
Ferrara finished third in the 50 freestyle and 
100-yard backstroke with All-American consid-
eration times, 23.68 and 56.56 respectively. 

The Washington Wildcats ended their 
undefeated season with a final team score of 
233, triumphing over the second-placed team 
by 17 points. I commend the team for chal-
lenging themselves and setting an example for 
their fellow students and youth in our commu-
nity. 

Washington High’s victory at the 2013 Flor-
ida Swim Team Championships is a testament 
to the commitment and dedication of all the 
members of the team, and it is a great reflec-
tion on the entire Washington High and North-
west Florida community. On behalf of the 
United States Congress, my wife Vicki and I 
congratulate the Wildcats for this extraordinary 
accomplishment and wish them continued suc-
cess. 

f 

ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-

guished military veterans, community servants, 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Justin Arsenault served in the United States 
Army from 2003 to 2006. After enlisting, he 
served one tour of duty in Iraq from 2005 to 
2006. During his tour, Mr. Arsenault was his 
unit’s primary pilot for the Raven Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle where he was to utilize the 
Raven to clear supply routes. During one par-
ticular mission, he used the Raven to maintain 
an aerial perimeter for troops whose vehicle 
had been disabled by a roadside explosive de-
vice. He continued to monitor the area for 
enemy combatants until ground support could 
reach the disabled troops and escort them to 
safety. For his acts of bravery and courage 
during this mission, Mr. Arsenault received a 
second Army Commendation Medal. 

Since returning home, Mr. Arsenault has 
continued to faithfully uphold his calling to de-
fend, protect, and serve his fellow Americans 
across the community. In 2007, he began his 
service as a police officer in Allen, Texas 
where he currently serves as a Field Training 
Officer. If all of that is not enough, off duty he 
volunteers his time for the Carry the Load 
campaign, which is held over Memorial Day 
weekend every year. To him, Memorial Day 
ought to be more than cookouts and retail 
sales events, but a day to remember and 
honor the ultimate sacrifice given by members 
of our Armed Forces. This is a man who truly 
embodies the spirit of America. 

Justin Arsenault, let me both thank and con-
gratulate you on your exceptional service to 
our country and community both past and 
present. It is my pleasure to award you the 
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation 
for the Third District of Texas. 

f 

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s the 
most wonderful time of the year. Families 
across the fruited plain decorate their houses 
with red and green lights, hang ornaments on 
their trees, and think about new recipes to 
spice up this year’s menu. Holiday party invita-
tions flow in, carolers line the neighborhood 
streets at night, everybody is in the holiday 
spirit. In the midst of all the cheer, we are re-
minded that many families are sitting down 
this year to a table with an empty chair. They 
are not together because their loved ones (our 
American warriors) are oceans away from 
their families, fighting for the rest of us. 

They say the worst casualty of war is to be 
forgotten. In our community we have a tradi-
tion to make sure that our men and women 
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