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Under Medicare, the average two- 

earner couple retiring today pays 
$119,000 in lifetime Medicare taxes, yet 
receives $357,000 in lifetime Medicare 
benefits. So $1 of taxes for $3 of bene-
fits. That is how Medicare works. That 
is for a typical family in Ohio or 
around the country. When we multiply 
this by 77 million retiring baby 
boomers, we can see why we have an 
unsustainable program, because not 
enough money goes in to pay for the 
benefits going out. 

Providing $3 in benefits under Medi-
care for every $1 paid in taxes for low- 
income seniors is one thing. We want 
to be sure low-income seniors are being 
taken care of. For the most part, in 
their working years, they probably 
didn’t earn enough income to pay large 
Medicare taxes, and the program is de-
signed to see that they do receive the 
medical coverage they wouldn’t other-
wise get. But should upper income sen-
iors—seniors who are on Medicare—re-
ceive benefits that far exceed what 
they pay into the system? That is what 
happens now. Is that fair? I don’t think 
so, when the program is going bank-
rupt, when our kids and grandkids are 
facing massive tax increases to pay for 
a problem that we all foresee and yet 
fail to correct. 

By the way, I tried in this latest 
budget agreement to say, on the man-
datory side of the ledger, why don’t we 
deal with means testing of Medicare. 
That would provide enough revenue to 
provide relief on sequester. We 
wouldn’t be doing things such as TSA 
fees or things such as reducing the ben-
efits for our military. It was rejected. I 
talked to a number of Democrats about 
it who said we can’t touch that. We 
can’t touch even means testing of 
Medicare without raising taxes. So, in 
essence, raising taxes on the wealthy is 
necessary to reduce benefits for the 
wealthy. That is the point we are at. 
That is how tough it is. That is why we 
need a new approach. That is why we 
need some leadership—in the House, in 
the Senate but also in the White 
House. We need a President willing to 
help us on this, to talk about it. 

Have we ever heard the President 
talk about the fact that there is $3 of 
benefits coming from Medicare for 
every $1 paid in? Have we ever heard 
the President talk about the fact that 
entitlements are otherwise going to 
bankrupt the country? We need a little 
straight talk and honest dialogue 
about this. 

If we do nothing, as we have done 
with this budget agreement in the Sen-
ate with regard to mandatory spend-
ing, entitlement spending, and as we 
have done time and time again, the So-
cial Security disability trust fund will 
go bankrupt in 2016, a couple years 
from now. Medicare will follow in 
2026—again, every year, much more 
being paid out than being paid in. So-
cial Security, already in a cash deficit, 

meaning there is more money coming 
out in terms of benefits than there are 
payroll taxes going in every year—but 
it will collapse, the trust fund will col-
lapse in 2035. Medicaid has no trust 
fund, so it will not go bankrupt itself; 
it will just continue to grow at 
unsustainable levels, helping to bank-
rupt the country, but also, in that case, 
it may take the States down with it, 
and States will tell us it is generally 
their largest and fastest growing ex-
pense, Medicaid. 

So these are issues we must address. 
On the floor of this Chamber, we often 
talk about the next generation. We 
hear speeches about protecting the el-
derly and ensuring every American 
gets the benefit of the bargain made 
when Social Security and Medicare 
came into being. I agree, but to do that 
we need to improve and preserve these 
programs, and we need to stop blaming 
one another for what happened be-
cause, frankly, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike are responsible for this. We 
have done one thing that is truly bipar-
tisan in the last few decades; that is, 
we have overspent and we have over-
promised, Republicans and Democrats 
alike. Because we helped create this 
mess together, we have to work to-
gether to resolve it. 

With this vote on the budget this 
week, another budget crisis has passed, 
and that is good. We are on the road to 
avoiding another government shut-
down in January and again next year. 
That is the most basic job of govern-
ment, and I think that is good. We 
have a little bit of deficit reduction, we 
didn’t raise taxes on a weak economy, 
but we need to aim higher. Perhaps in 
the context of the debt limit debate 
that is coming up in a matter of only 
a few months, we can get more serious 
about the underlying problem, because 
it is that underlying problem that is 
driving our future deficits. We all know 
that. We all agree on that. We all know 
it has to be fixed. So let’s do it this 
coming year. 

We have seen how divided govern-
ment can achieve something important 
but small. That is what happened with 
this budget agreement this week. In 
2014, next year, let’s see how divided 
government can achieve something big 
and critical to economic growth and 
jobs and to the future of our children 
and grandchildren. That is our solemn 
responsibility in the Congress, to en-
sure that we are leaving a better world 
to future generations. We cannot do 
this if we do not address this fiscal cri-
sis. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, are we in a 
period of morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN BIGNOTTI 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary career 
of United States Capitol Police Ser-
geant Kathleen Bignotti, who is retir-
ing after more than 28 years of service 
to the Department. 

Sgt. Bignotti began her career in Oc-
tober 1985, when she was appointed as a 
U.S. Capitol Police officer and assigned 
to the House of Representatives Divi-
sion. Less than 1 year later, she was se-
lected to serve as a member of the 
First Responder Unit. 

Her career with the Capitol Police in-
cluded assignments to the Office of the 
Chief of Police, the Dignitary Protec-
tion Unit, the Senate Division, the Pa-
trol Division, and the Library of Con-
gress Division. Sgt. Bignotti’s most 
highly regarded assignment came in 
2003 when she was promoted to serve as 
Unit Commander of the USCP Mounted 
Unit. Her horse, Henry, will always 
have a special place in Sgt. Bignotti’s 
heart. 

Sgt. Bignotti represented the depart-
ment with distinction in her duties 
that included assisting during the 1990 
Goodwill Games in Seattle, WA; serv-
ing as a representative during National 
Police Week ceremonies; participating 
in the Special Olympics ceremonies 
and recruiting class graduations, and 
other special events as designated by 
the Chief of Police. In 1991, she received 
commendation as a member of the Cer-
emonial Unit for Honor Guard duties 
associated with Queen Elizabeth’s visit 
to the Capitol. 

As a former officer with the U.S. Cap-
itol Police, I have a special apprecia-
tion for the commitment and dedica-
tion of the men and women on this 
force. I, along with my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, wish Sgt. 
Bignotti all the best in her retirement. 

f 

FOREIGN MEDICAL SCHOOL 
ACCOUNTABILITY FAIRNESS ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last 
week I introduced the Foreign Medical 
School Accountability Fairness Act. 
The bill seeks to fix a loophole ex-
ploited by for profit schools to tap into 
the federal Treasury at the expense of 
students. 

Under current law, a small number of 
medical schools in the Caribbean— 
about five, four of which are for prof-
its—are exempt from meeting the same 
requirements to qualify for title IV 
funding that all other medical schools 
outside of the U.S. and Canada must 
meet. This loophole allows these 
schools to enroll large percentages of 
American students—which means ac-
cess to more Federal dollars. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:51 Mar 27, 2018 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR13\S17DE3.001 S17DE3ns
ha

ttu
ck

 o
n 

D
S

K
9F

9S
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-10T16:49:32-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




