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speak and has graciously offered to 
defer for moment or two while I make 
my brief remarks. 

f 

U.S. DELEGATION TO THE SOCHI 
OLYMPICS 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I rise 
this evening to speak briefly about the 
delegation chosen by President Obama 
to represent the United States at the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the 
2014 Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, 
Russia. I would also like to offer a few 
suggested additions to the delegation. 

As Members know, Janet Napolitano, 
former Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, will lead the U.S. delegation to 
the opening ceremonies on February 7. 
Our Deputy Secretary of State, Wil-
liam Burns, will lead our delegation to 
the closing ceremonies on February 23. 
Our two delegations will include tennis 
legend Billy Jean King, gold medalist 
figure skater Brian Boitano, gold med-
alist figure skater Bonnie Blair, silver 
medalist hockey player Caitlin Cahow, 
and Olympic gold medalist speed skat-
er Eric Heiden. These individuals are 
American sports figures who should be 
lauded for their contributions. I am 
confident they will represent us well. 

May I suggest with all seriousness 
that this delegation could well be ex-
panded. Some have asked what mes-
sage the President might be trying to 
send to Russia in choosing this delega-
tion. White House Press Secretary Jay 
Carney asserted this morning that ‘‘in 
the selection of the delegation, we are 
sending the message that the United 
States is a diverse place.’’ Whether we 
are sending a message or simply point-
ing to our diversity, I submit our offi-
cial delegation would be enhanced by 
adding the following: an American cit-
izen of Russian parentage, perhaps a 
Russian orphan adopted and raised to 
adulthood by loving parents in the 
United States would be a good addition 
to this delegation or a Syrian Amer-
ican who has fled the barbaric and 
treacherous rule of Bashar al-Assad in 
Syria. In addition, an Iranian-Amer-
ican exile from the oppressive and mur-
derous regime in Iran might make an 
outstanding addition to this delega-
tion. I would also suggest that LTG 
Keith Alexander, the Director of the 
National Security Agency in this ad-
ministration, would be an appropriate 
representative also of the United 
States of America. 

So whether it is messaging that is 
taking place or simply diversity, I 
strongly suggest this outstanding dele-
gation could be improved by these indi-
viduals and perhaps others. 

I thank the Chair and I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware. 

THE BUDGET 
Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I wish 

to speak tonight on two subjects. The 
first is the budget resolution, the bi-
partisan, bicameral budget resolution 
conference report we approved today. 
This is the first time in a number of 
years we have actually been able to de-
bate and find some consensus on a bi-
partisan blueprint for spending for the 
balance of this fiscal year. I commend 
Senator MURRAY and Congressman 
RYAN for their work and for their lead-
ership and their willingness to find the 
middle. 

My wife and I celebrate our 28th an-
niversary in about 2 weeks. Actually, it 
is a few minutes after midnight on New 
Year’s Day. One of the things I love to 
do when I talk to people who have been 
married a lot longer than we have is to 
ask them the secret for being married 
a long time. I have heard all kinds of 
answers—hilarious answers, some very 
poignant answers. The best answer I 
ever heard is the answer of the two Cs. 
The first time someone said that to me 
I said: What are they? They said: Com-
municate and compromise. Commu-
nicate and compromise. As it turns 
out, that is not just the secret for a 
long marriage between two people, but 
it is also the secret for a vibrant de-
mocracy. If we are to continue to 
thrive as a nation and to meet our re-
sponsibilities, it will be by doing what 
our leaders on the Budget Committees 
have done; that is, communicated at 
great length with one another, devel-
oped a sense of trust with one another, 
an understanding of the other’s views, 
and being willing to compromise and 
find their way to the middle. 

Everyone here could fault some as-
pect of the agreement that was struck. 
I can, and I know others can. But I 
wish to commend them and thank 
them for the effort that went into get-
ting this one. 

The Presiding Officer has heard me 
say once or twice in the last year or so 
that there are three key ingredients to 
making real progress, major progress, 
on deficit reduction, and one of those is 
entitlement reform which saves the 
programs for future generations, saves 
money, and does not savage old people 
or poor people. The second is tax re-
form, which helps us lower some of the 
corporate rates a bit as well as gen-
erates revenues for deficit reduction. 
The third element is the notion of 
looking at everything we do in Federal 
Government—everything we do—and 
answer this question: How can we get a 
better result for less money or the 
same amount of money? 

As we approach the next budget reso-
lution next spring and the next oppor-
tunity to revisit these issues of spend-
ing, including domestic spending, de-
fense spending, entitlement spending, 
and revenues, my hope is that we will 
be able to make even greater progress 
by focusing also on those three critical 

elements. So that is one of the things 
I wanted to speak about. 

MAYORKAS NOMINATION 
The other issue I wish to speak about 

actually is a person; that is, a fellow 
named Alejandro Mayorkas. He has 
been nominated by the President to 
serve as the Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security. He 
was nominated some 8 months ago. 

As the Presiding Officer may recall, I 
have the privilege of chairing the com-
mittee of jurisdiction over Homeland 
Security, the Committee on Homeland 
and Government Affairs, and we are re-
sponsible for working with the admin-
istration. We are also responsible, as 
are a lot of other folks in this country 
and outside of it, to help protect our 
Nation’s security both at home and 
abroad. At the same time we strive on 
our committee to make sure Federal 
agencies work better, work smarter, 
and more efficiently with the resources 
we entrust to them. We are an over-
sight committee. 

During my years in public service, I 
have learned that the most important 
ingredient in enabling organizations to 
work well is leadership. That is the 
case both in government and in the pri-
vate sector, in organizations large and 
small. Part of our shared responsibility 
is ensuring that we have effective lead-
ers in place across our Federal Govern-
ment. It is every Senator’s constitu-
tional role to provide advice and con-
sent on the President’s nominees in a 
thorough and timely manner as part of 
the Senate’s confirmation process. 
While we in Congress hope to soon 
wrap up our 2013 session, it is going to 
be with far less to show than many of 
us would have liked, but at least the 
Senate will have had an opportunity to 
fill some key leadership positions 
across the Federal Government and to 
confirm a number of judges in many 
courts where they need a judge or two. 

One of the roles that needs to be 
filled, again, is that of Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland 
Security. This Department, as we 
know, plays a critical role in pro-
tecting our Nation and its citizens 
from harm. Whether the threat relates 
to terrorism from abroad, to home-
grown extremists, to cyber attacks or 
natural disaster, this Department and 
the folks who work there are on the 
frontline for us. 

Because of the Department’s signifi-
cant role in the security of our coun-
try, I have been very concerned—very 
concerned—for many months about the 
high number of senior level vacancies 
at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. In fact, the Department has been 
without a Senate-confirmed Deputy 
Secretary since April and without a 
Senate-confirmed Secretary since I 
think late last summer. 

Earlier this week, we took an impor-
tant step to address this problem by 
voting to confirm Jeh Johnson, a good 
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