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FEINSTEIN from California, who rec-
ommended Director Mayorkas for his 
positions—both as U.S. attorney out 
there to President Clinton and to 
President Obama for his current lead-
ership position. 

We have also received dozens of let-
ters from a distinguished, bipartisan 
group of individuals and organizations 
asking us to move forward with this 
nomination. I want to take a minute or 
two, if I could, right now to share with 
our colleagues what some of these dis-
tinguished people have been saying 
about Director Alejandro Mayorkas. 

Among those writing on his behalf 
are many individuals whom a lot of us 
deeply respect. I mentioned Jane Holl 
Lute, the previous Deputy Secretary; 
and Richard Skinner, the last Senate- 
confirmed Department of Homeland 
Security inspector general, who was 
nominated by former President George 
W. Bush. 

I particularly value what Jane Holl 
Lute has to say given that she has an 
unparalleled perspective on what it 
takes to be an effective Deputy Sec-
retary. She was one herself, and she 
was terrific. Here is what she said 
about Director Mayorkas: 

As I have come to know Ali, I can tell you 
that he asks no more of others than he does 
of himself, and, in leading by example, sets a 
standard of excellence for all who consider 
themselves committed to public service. In 
my view, Homeland Security could be in no 
better hands. 

That is Jane Holl Lute. 
In one of two support letters—not 

one but two support letters—Richard 
Skinner, the last Senate-confirmed in-
spector general of the Department of 
Homeland Security—again, a Bush ap-
pointee—he sent two letters to our 
committee, including one earlier this 
month, and in it he said this of Ali 
Mayorkas: 

During my tenure as Inspector General, 
Mr. Mayorkas demonstrated that he pos-
sessed the intellectual wherewithal to make 
objective and often times very tough deci-
sions on complex, multifaceted issues, and a 
genuine commitment to the mission, vision, 
and core values of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. He is a strong leader 
who will be able to bring together diverse in-
terests in collaborative efforts. 

That is the last Senate-confirmed in-
spector general for this Department. 

The list of supporters for Director 
Mayorkas also includes other senior of-
ficials in the George W. Bush adminis-
tration, such as Kenneth Wainstein, 
who was President Bush’s Homeland 
Security Advisor. Here is what Mr. 
Wainstein had to say: 

Ali has consistently shown an exceptional 
ability to mobilize, manage, and lead people 
and organizations . . . as USCIS Director, he 
has effectively led a large and complex orga-
nization during a time of continuing change 
and challenge. His marked success in that 
difficult role is a strong predictor of his per-
formance in the Deputy Secretary position. 

Again, that is what Mr. Wainstein 
had to say. I could not agree more. 

Those from the law enforcement 
community also laud Director 
Mayorkas. For example, we received 
strong letters of support from the peo-
ple charged with securing our borders 
during the George W. Bush administra-
tion: Robert Bonner, Ralph Basham, 
and Jason Ahern—all of whom served 
as Commissioner of Customs and Bor-
der Protection within the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Mr. Bonner wrote: 
It is not merely his willingness to serve 

the public good that impels me to write this 
letter of support for his nomination, it is 
rather my firm belief that Ali has the experi-
ence, skills, talents, and plain old good judg-
ment to be an effective Deputy Secretary, 
perhaps the best DHS has ever had. 

Having succeeded Jane Holl Lute, 
that is saying a mouthful. 

Mr. Basham also wrote: 
Mr. Mayorkas has already served the De-

partment well and honorably in the role of 
Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. I also believe Mr. Mayorkas to be a 
public servant of integrity with a clear and 
distinguished track record of leadership. 

Mr. Ahern, also one of the past Com-
missioners of this Department, said 
these words: 

It is my strong opinion that Director 
Mayorkas’ experience and leadership will be 
invaluable as DHS continues the work of 
protecting the homeland against threats of 
all kinds. As the Department of Homeland 
Security continues to mature, Alejandro 
Mayorkas is the right leader to continue 
that development and also meet the many 
critical mission challenges faced every day. 

Think about it. The three most sen-
ior border security officials who served 
under George W. Bush all agree that 
Director Ali Mayorkas would make an 
outstanding Deputy Secretary. They 
have worked with him in many cases. 
They know him. They have seen him 
up close and in person. They have 
watched him lead. 

But it is not only former DHS offi-
cials who feel that way. Chuck Canter-
bury, the national president of the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, said that Direc-
tor Mayorkas’ ‘‘professionalism, lead-
ership skills and integrity make him 
an ideal candidate for this post.’’ 

All of these individuals who have 
worked closely with Director Mayorkas 
have spoken highly of him. They cite 
his integrity, his commitment to excel-
lence, and his tenacity. 

I will close with this. At his con-
firmation hearing Director Mayorkas 
said that his goal in life has always 
been to bring honor to his parents. His 
parents brought him to this country as 
a refugee from Cuba when he was 1 
year old, he and his brothers. They 
worked hard every day to give him and 
his brothers the opportunity to go to 
school and make a better life for them-
selves. Like his parents, Alejandro 
Mayorkas has worked hard all of his 
life. He has worked hard and he has 
worked hard in part to make them 
proud. 

I believe he has brought great honor 
to them and to this country and, if 
confirmed, would continue to do so as 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
his nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant majority leader. 

Mr. DURBIN. I wish to say a word 
about the statement made by my col-
league from Delaware. 

Senator CARPER and I came to Con-
gress together over 30 years ago in the 
House of Representatives. He left for a 
short interlude to become Governor of 
the State, and then I recall making a 
telephone call to him 1 day saying 
would you consider joining me again in 
the Senate, and he was kind enough to 
do so. The people of Delaware were 
wise enough to elect him. I have known 
TOM CARPER for a long time. He is an 
honorable man, a man of integrity. 

This is a controversial nomination on 
the other side of the aisle. There are 
some who question the integrity of Mr. 
Mayorkas and his fitness to be chosen 
for this position. I have met him. He 
makes a positive impression and a very 
strong case that he should continue in 
public service. But what I respect most 
is my colleague, Senator TOM CARPER, 
chairman of this committee, has gone 
to extraordinary lengths to investigate 
every allegation, to answer every ques-
tion, and to be there to work with the 
other side of the aisle to try to resolve 
any problems that they have with this 
nomination. Sadly, he has not been 
successful. There are still some on the 
other side who will oppose him. 

I spoke to Senator REID, the majority 
leader, earlier this week, and said: If 
TOM CARPER believes that Ali 
Mayorkas is an honorable man based 
on his investigation, I trust TOM CAR-
PER. I don’t believe he would ever mis-
lead the American people, the people of 
Delaware, or the Senate. We should 
confirm this man. The allegations that 
have been made against him have not 
been substantiated and, frankly, should 
not ruin what is an extraordinary pub-
lic career and an opportunity for him 
to continue to serve this Nation that 
he loves. 

I thank TOM CARPER for his leader-
ship, for his integrity, and his commit-
ment to fairness to make sure that this 
man is treated fairly by the Senate. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. RUSSELL 
DOHNER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, many 
times in life we are in a doctor’s office, 
and many times in life it is a tense, 
worrisome moment when we are wait-
ing for that doctor to make a diagnosis 
or to tell us what we need to know 
about ourselves or someone we love. 
There are great doctors, and we hope 
that we are in the room with one at 
that moment. There are great doctors 
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who are extraordinary surgeons and 
great researchers, but there are also 
great doctors who are caring, healing 
professionals who are there when we 
need them the most. 

I wish to tell a brief story about one 
of them from my home State of Illi-
nois, an exceptional man. Dr. Russell 
Dohner is a family doctor who retired 
quietly in October at the age of 88. He 
had been a practicing family practi-
tioner in Rushville, IL, a small farming 
community in central Illinois, for 58 
years. Dr. Dohner is the only doctor 
many families in Rushville have ever 
known, but the longevity of his career 
is only one small reason they love him. 

For many families in Rushville and 
the neighboring towns, Dr. Dohner was 
a one-man solution to the problem of 
unaffordable health care. When he 
started practicing medicine in 1955, he 
charged the going rate around town for 
an office visit: $2. In 1970, with an apol-
ogy, he had to raise his fee. His fee for 
an office visit was raised to $5, and 
that is where it stayed for 43 years. If 
families couldn’t pay, Dr. Dohner 
would quietly signal to his office man-
ager: No charge this time. He never, 
ever accepted medical insurance pay-
ments—said it wasn’t worth the bother. 

In 58 years as Rushville’s family doc-
tor, Dr. Dohner never—never—took a 
vacation. He worked 7 days a week. He 
started each day at the 25-bed hospital, 
Culbertson Memorial, where he 
checked on every single patient at the 
hospital. 

At 10 a.m. he was in his office—a red 
brick storefront on the town square— 
to see his patients. There were no ap-
pointments. Dr. Dohner saw people in 
the order they arrived. Years back, he 
used to see 50 patients a day. His rule 
was if you were in his office by 5 p.m., 
he would see you, even if it meant 
working late into the night. The local 
pharmacy down the block stayed open 
until Dr. Dohner called to say he had 
seen his last patient. 

But that wasn’t the end of Dr. 
Dohner’s day. After he saw his last pa-
tient in the office, he headed back to 
his hospital. That was his home away 
from home, as he called it. He ate din-
ner and went back to the hospital to 
check on his patients. 

He made house calls for patients who 
were too sick or frail to get to his of-
fice. He visited his patients in nursing 
homes. 

He took off a half day each week, 
Thursday afternoon. First he went to 
the local Rotary lunch and then, back 
in the day, he might even consider 
going fishing. The only time anyone in 
Rushville can remember Dr. Dohner 
leaving town was for a medical con-
ference. 

A few years back he had quadruple 
bypass surgery himself. The day he 
came home from the hospital, he went 
to work for a few hours. 

Garry Moreland is a co-owner of the 
pharmacy down the street from Dr. 

Dohner, and he said: ‘‘Healing is more 
than a dedication or a commitment, 
it’s a calling.’’ 

Tim Ward, director of the foundation 
for Culbertson Memorial Hospital, said 
of Dr. Russell Dohner: ‘‘He’s the closest 
thing we have to a saint.’’ 

Dr. Dohner’s staff was just as dedi-
cated as he was. His sister Clarice, who 
died in April, helped him set up his 
practice in 1955. She helped him buy his 
first car so he could make house calls 
and she managed his office for more 
than 40 years. 

Edith Moore, his office assistant, 
died last July at the age of 85, working 
right up to the day of her death. 

Rose Busby, one of Dr. Dohner’s two 
nurses, retired about a year ago in her 
late eighties. 

Nurse Florence Bottorff worked for 
Dr. Dohner for 50 years until he closed 
his office. She finally quit her nursing 
career at age 90. 

Russell Dohner grew up on a farm 
just north of Rushville, outside the lit-
tle town of Vermont, IL. He says he in-
herited his work ethic from his par-
ents, who taught their seven kids the 
importance of working hard and taking 
care of others. 

He was inspired to become a doctor 
by the town doctor who treated him for 
seizures when he was a child. After he 
served in the Army in World War II, he 
went to Western Illinois University on 
the GI bill and then, in the early 1950s, 
Northwestern University in Chicago, 
where he went to medical school. 

He thought he was going to stay in 
Chicago and be a cardiologist. Instead, 
he became the heart of a small town. 
The long-time family doctor in Rush-
ville was retiring and persuaded the 
newly minted Dr. Dohner to come 
home for just a year or two to fill the 
void. Well, the years stretched into 
decades and Doc Dohner found he just 
couldn’t leave. There was always some-
body who needed a helping hand. 

The decision to stay in a small town 
cost him his marriage, but that was all 
right. Dr. Dohner said his patients were 
his family. 

Similar to George Bailey in ‘‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life,’’ it seems Dr. Dohner 
has touched and enriched the lives of 
almost everyone in this small town. He 
estimates he has delivered 3,500 babies, 
more than the entire current popu-
lation of the city of Rushville. Among 
those he brought into the world are 
Rushville’s mayor and half of the staff 
at the local hospital. He once climbed 
down into a coal mine to help rescue 
four men. 

Lynn Stambaugh is the CEO at 
Culbertson Memorial Hospital. Her 
younger sister suffered seizures as a 
baby. She remembers Doc Dohner com-
ing to their house and sitting beside 
her sister’s crib all night long to make 
sure she was going to be OK. 

Carolyn Ambrosius recalled for a 
local reporter that her mom became 

pregnant at the age of 41, and a doctor 
in Springfield told her that either she 
was going to survive or the baby would 
survive but not both of them. She went 
home to Rushville in tears, and then 
she met with Doc Dohner. She remem-
bers the Doc told her mother: God’s 
going to take care of us, and I am 
going to help. Doc Dohner came to the 
house every day to check on Carolyn’s 
mom and often stayed to have dinner 
with the family. Today, Carolyn 
Ambrosius’s baby brother is a healthy 
middle-aged man. 

Family doctors such as Doc Dohner 
are a disappearing breed. Only 2 per-
cent of all medical students in a recent 
study expressed interest in practicing 
primary care as a general internist. 
Most medical students choose a more 
lucrative specialty field. In the United 
States, we are now short approxi-
mately 9,000 primary care doctors. The 
situation is not getting any better. In 
the next 15 years we are going to face 
a shortage of more than 65,000 primary 
care doctors. 

Stephanie LeMaster is one of that 
special 2 percent, though. Stephanie 
grew up in Rushville. As a little girl, 
she wanted to be a nurse like her mom 
and her grandmother. At her mother’s 
suggestion, she interviewed Doc 
Dohner for a fourth grade—fourth 
grade—school project. Listening to him 
talk about his love of doctoring, she 
changed her plans. Stephanie LeMaster 
is now a second-year medical student 
at Southern Illinois University. She 
says: 

They tell me I should be the next Dr. 
Dohner, but I’m not sure I can live up to 
him. He’s the only one like him. 

Dr. Dohner has been recognized by 
State and national organizations as 
one of the best country doctors in 
America. He has been profiled in Peo-
ple magazine, featured on the ‘‘Today 
Show,’’ and he was the grand marshal 
for the Illinois State Fair parade this 
year. In September, the town of Rush-
ville unveiled a bronze statue of Dr. 
Dohner in the town’s Central Park. It 
is about 200 feet from his old office. 
The statue depicts Dr. Donor seated on 
a park bench with a child listening to 
his heart through a stethoscope. 

Besides doctoring and a little bit of 
fishing and the Rotary Club meeting, 
Doc Dohner also loves trees. Rushville 
mayor Curt Lunt estimates the doctor 
has donated thousands of trees to the 
town over the years. 

It has been said you have to have 
faith in the future to plant a tree. The 
trees of Rushville symbolize not just 
Doc Dohner’s faith in the future but 
also his love for that community that 
became his family. 

Retirement is taking some adjust-
ment for Doc Dohner. The last time he 
took a full day off he was in the Army 
in World War II. He refused to let the 
folks of Rushville hold any kind of re-
tirement reception for him or run a 
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story about him in the local news-
paper. He said plenty of people retire 
every day and nobody makes any fuss 
over it. But few people touch a town as 
deeply as Dr. Dohner—Dr. Russell 
Dohner. He touched Rushville and the 
other small farm towns around it in 
such an amazing way. 

You can be sure this holiday season, 
as they have for so many years, there 
are many people who count among 
their blessings that great Dr. Dohner, 
who served Rushville, IL, and America 
for so many decades. 

f 

RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, I, 
along with several other Senators, will 
be meeting with EPA Administrator 
McCarthy concerning a proposal from 
EPA to waive the renewable fuel stand-
ard, or RFS. If the proposed rule is 
made final, it would undermine one of 
the biggest policy tools we have to sup-
port energy independence, to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions, and stabilize 
our rural economy. 

The renewable fuel standard was cre-
ated in 2002 to drive growth in the 
biofuels industry. Why is that so im-
portant? When biofuels are contrib-
uting to our domestic fuel supply, we 
use less petroleum-based energy. Gaso-
line blended with ethanol burns more 
cleanly, so cars are generating less 
greenhouse gas; And with a steady, pre-
dictable market for biofuels, there is 
now a healthy biofuels industry that 
supports hundreds of thousands of jobs. 

Each year the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency sets volume standards for 
renewable fuels that requires refiners 
to blend certain levels of biofuels into 
the fuel supply. RFS levels have been 
steadily increasing by law since Con-
gress updated the renewable fuels ef-
fort in 2007. 

The renewable fuel standard has 
worked well. The United States needs 
to be less reliant on other countries for 
its energy. Growth in the use of 
biofuels—particularly corn-based eth-
anol—is one of the few, meaningful 
steps we have taken. And it is working. 
Last year, we used 13.3 billion gallons 
of ethanol to displace 465 million bar-
rels of oil. That is 12 percent of the 
total U.S. crude oil imports. 

Not only do biofuels play an impor-
tant role in energy independence, they 
have the added benefits of being good 
for the environment. The renewable 
fuel standard promotes the adoption of 
biofuels explicitly because they reduce 
greenhouse gas emission. 

Many of my colleagues may know 
that in Illinois we grow a lot of corn. 
Not surprisingly, we also happen to be 
one of the largest producers of corn- 
based ethanol—the biofuel most often 
cited as not being as ‘‘green’’ as other 
biofuels. But even ethanol is required 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
20 percent. 

A recent study by Argonne National 
Lab found that, on average, ethanol re-
duces greenhouse gas emissions by 24 
percent. In 2012, ethanol reduced emis-
sions from cars and trucks by 33.4 mil-
lion tons. That is the equivalent of 
taking 5.2 million cars off the road. 

But it is not just ethanol. Advanced 
biofuels reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions even further. They are required 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
at least 50 percent. That is why groups 
like the American Lung Association 
have supported the development and 
use of biofuels. And while many ad-
vanced biofuels are just beginning to 
come online, others—like biodiesel— 
are getting closer to really hitting 
their stride. 

An added benefit of growth of 
biofuels in States like Illinois is the ef-
fect it has had on our rural economy. 
The use of biofuels has helped create an 
additional market for crops, but it also 
has created an emerging industry in 
rural communities. There are now 14 
ethanol plants and 5 biodiesel plants 
operating in Illinois. Steady biofuels 
production in Illinois means new jobs 
in communities that were having trou-
ble economically even before the reces-
sion. Those 14 ethanol plants have led 
to 5,400 direct jobs in Illinois and pay-
roll exceeding $250 million. 

EPA issued a draft rule last month 
that would waive the statutory RFS 
levels for 2014 below levels even re-
quired in 2012. By waiving the standard 
as proposed, the rule not only threat-
ens the current biofuels industry, but 
it will significantly slow or stop more 
advanced biofuels coming to the mar-
ket. In effect, what EPA has proposed 
would stop any new growth in the in-
dustry. 

Today, most gasoline is blended with 
10 percent ethanol, more commonly 
referenced as E–10. Some think of this 
level as a ‘‘blend wall’’ because to in-
crease the blend ratio, we need more 
investment in infrastructure like gas 
pumps that deliver it. But if we get 
stuck at E–10, that effectively shuts 
down for many biofuels. Corn-based 
ethanol already is produced at levels to 
completely saturate the market at E– 
10, leaving little room for growth ad-
vanced cellulosic ethanol. 

Part of the reason for creating the 
RFS was to help create incentives to 
push past barriers like the blend wall. 
EPA has already approved a pathway 
to doing just that in the form of E–15. 
But instead of using RFS to help push 
through infrastructure hurdles to 
biofuel growth, EPA’s proposal would 
enshrine this market barrier as the 
true ceiling for much of our biofuels 
growth. 

And EPA’s proposed rule is already 
reverberating through the market. In-
vestments in biofuels, particularly ad-
vanced biofuels, are already starting to 
slow, based on the proposed rule. I 
heard from a company in Illinois that 

had recently announced new invest-
ments in their plant. They are now re- 
thinking their expansion plans. That 
means if EPA’s proposed waiver is 
adopted, we may never realize the full 
benefits of RFS that Congress in-
tended. We will freeze our progress on 
reducing greenhouse gas emission. We 
will limit a tool in securing our energy 
independence. And we will stymie the 
growth of an industry that is playing 
an important role in rural economies. 

That is why I am working with like- 
minded Senators on both sides of the 
aisle to urge the EPA to reconsider 
this rule before it is finalized. We have 
come too far to take this giant step 
backward. Biofuels are an important 
part of our energy future and the right 
path for our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL RICHARD D. 
ROOT 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, our men 
and women in uniform sacrifice much 
to keep our Nation strong and free. 
They are well-trained, extraordinarily 
capable and are some of our country’s 
best and brightest. One of them is a 
man I want to help recognize today as 
he retires from the U.S. Army. 

COL Richard D. Root, from Hartford, 
MI, has served our country in uniform 
for a quarter of a century and I am de-
lighted to congratulate him on a long 
and distinguished military career. In 
2007, Colonel Root came to the Senate 
as the Deputy for the Army’s Senate li-
aison office. He was then selected as 
the Director of legislative affairs for 
GEN John Allen, the commander, 
International Security Assistance 
Force, ISAF, during the critical period 
in Afghanistan from 2011 to 2013. In this 
capacity, Colonel Root escorted over 70 
congressional delegations visiting Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. During these 
congressional delegations, Colonel 
Root masterfully balanced both the in-
terests of Senators with the priorities 
of his commander to ensure that Mem-
bers of Congress received a clear and 
accurate picture of the strategic mili-
tary and political situation in Afghani-
stan. 

Prior to his service with congres-
sional liaison, Colonel Root performed 
with great distinction in all of his as-
signments throughout his extraor-
dinary career, including command of 
the 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment ‘‘Red Knights’’ during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom from 2005 to 2006. 
Additionally, he served as an executive 
officer for the 4th Infantry Division Ar-
tillery and a variety of other tactical 
and operational assignments from pla-
toon to brigade while deployed for the 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 and for Oper-
ation Desert Storm/Desert Shield in 
1991. 
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