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story about him in the local news-
paper. He said plenty of people retire 
every day and nobody makes any fuss 
over it. But few people touch a town as 
deeply as Dr. Dohner—Dr. Russell 
Dohner. He touched Rushville and the 
other small farm towns around it in 
such an amazing way. 

You can be sure this holiday season, 
as they have for so many years, there 
are many people who count among 
their blessings that great Dr. Dohner, 
who served Rushville, IL, and America 
for so many decades. 
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RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, I, 
along with several other Senators, will 
be meeting with EPA Administrator 
McCarthy concerning a proposal from 
EPA to waive the renewable fuel stand-
ard, or RFS. If the proposed rule is 
made final, it would undermine one of 
the biggest policy tools we have to sup-
port energy independence, to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions, and stabilize 
our rural economy. 

The renewable fuel standard was cre-
ated in 2002 to drive growth in the 
biofuels industry. Why is that so im-
portant? When biofuels are contrib-
uting to our domestic fuel supply, we 
use less petroleum-based energy. Gaso-
line blended with ethanol burns more 
cleanly, so cars are generating less 
greenhouse gas; And with a steady, pre-
dictable market for biofuels, there is 
now a healthy biofuels industry that 
supports hundreds of thousands of jobs. 

Each year the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency sets volume standards for 
renewable fuels that requires refiners 
to blend certain levels of biofuels into 
the fuel supply. RFS levels have been 
steadily increasing by law since Con-
gress updated the renewable fuels ef-
fort in 2007. 

The renewable fuel standard has 
worked well. The United States needs 
to be less reliant on other countries for 
its energy. Growth in the use of 
biofuels—particularly corn-based eth-
anol—is one of the few, meaningful 
steps we have taken. And it is working. 
Last year, we used 13.3 billion gallons 
of ethanol to displace 465 million bar-
rels of oil. That is 12 percent of the 
total U.S. crude oil imports. 

Not only do biofuels play an impor-
tant role in energy independence, they 
have the added benefits of being good 
for the environment. The renewable 
fuel standard promotes the adoption of 
biofuels explicitly because they reduce 
greenhouse gas emission. 

Many of my colleagues may know 
that in Illinois we grow a lot of corn. 
Not surprisingly, we also happen to be 
one of the largest producers of corn- 
based ethanol—the biofuel most often 
cited as not being as ‘‘green’’ as other 
biofuels. But even ethanol is required 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
20 percent. 

A recent study by Argonne National 
Lab found that, on average, ethanol re-
duces greenhouse gas emissions by 24 
percent. In 2012, ethanol reduced emis-
sions from cars and trucks by 33.4 mil-
lion tons. That is the equivalent of 
taking 5.2 million cars off the road. 

But it is not just ethanol. Advanced 
biofuels reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions even further. They are required 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
at least 50 percent. That is why groups 
like the American Lung Association 
have supported the development and 
use of biofuels. And while many ad-
vanced biofuels are just beginning to 
come online, others—like biodiesel— 
are getting closer to really hitting 
their stride. 

An added benefit of growth of 
biofuels in States like Illinois is the ef-
fect it has had on our rural economy. 
The use of biofuels has helped create an 
additional market for crops, but it also 
has created an emerging industry in 
rural communities. There are now 14 
ethanol plants and 5 biodiesel plants 
operating in Illinois. Steady biofuels 
production in Illinois means new jobs 
in communities that were having trou-
ble economically even before the reces-
sion. Those 14 ethanol plants have led 
to 5,400 direct jobs in Illinois and pay-
roll exceeding $250 million. 

EPA issued a draft rule last month 
that would waive the statutory RFS 
levels for 2014 below levels even re-
quired in 2012. By waiving the standard 
as proposed, the rule not only threat-
ens the current biofuels industry, but 
it will significantly slow or stop more 
advanced biofuels coming to the mar-
ket. In effect, what EPA has proposed 
would stop any new growth in the in-
dustry. 

Today, most gasoline is blended with 
10 percent ethanol, more commonly 
referenced as E–10. Some think of this 
level as a ‘‘blend wall’’ because to in-
crease the blend ratio, we need more 
investment in infrastructure like gas 
pumps that deliver it. But if we get 
stuck at E–10, that effectively shuts 
down for many biofuels. Corn-based 
ethanol already is produced at levels to 
completely saturate the market at E– 
10, leaving little room for growth ad-
vanced cellulosic ethanol. 

Part of the reason for creating the 
RFS was to help create incentives to 
push past barriers like the blend wall. 
EPA has already approved a pathway 
to doing just that in the form of E–15. 
But instead of using RFS to help push 
through infrastructure hurdles to 
biofuel growth, EPA’s proposal would 
enshrine this market barrier as the 
true ceiling for much of our biofuels 
growth. 

And EPA’s proposed rule is already 
reverberating through the market. In-
vestments in biofuels, particularly ad-
vanced biofuels, are already starting to 
slow, based on the proposed rule. I 
heard from a company in Illinois that 

had recently announced new invest-
ments in their plant. They are now re- 
thinking their expansion plans. That 
means if EPA’s proposed waiver is 
adopted, we may never realize the full 
benefits of RFS that Congress in-
tended. We will freeze our progress on 
reducing greenhouse gas emission. We 
will limit a tool in securing our energy 
independence. And we will stymie the 
growth of an industry that is playing 
an important role in rural economies. 

That is why I am working with like- 
minded Senators on both sides of the 
aisle to urge the EPA to reconsider 
this rule before it is finalized. We have 
come too far to take this giant step 
backward. Biofuels are an important 
part of our energy future and the right 
path for our country. 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL RICHARD D. 
ROOT 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, our men 
and women in uniform sacrifice much 
to keep our Nation strong and free. 
They are well-trained, extraordinarily 
capable and are some of our country’s 
best and brightest. One of them is a 
man I want to help recognize today as 
he retires from the U.S. Army. 

COL Richard D. Root, from Hartford, 
MI, has served our country in uniform 
for a quarter of a century and I am de-
lighted to congratulate him on a long 
and distinguished military career. In 
2007, Colonel Root came to the Senate 
as the Deputy for the Army’s Senate li-
aison office. He was then selected as 
the Director of legislative affairs for 
GEN John Allen, the commander, 
International Security Assistance 
Force, ISAF, during the critical period 
in Afghanistan from 2011 to 2013. In this 
capacity, Colonel Root escorted over 70 
congressional delegations visiting Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. During these 
congressional delegations, Colonel 
Root masterfully balanced both the in-
terests of Senators with the priorities 
of his commander to ensure that Mem-
bers of Congress received a clear and 
accurate picture of the strategic mili-
tary and political situation in Afghani-
stan. 

Prior to his service with congres-
sional liaison, Colonel Root performed 
with great distinction in all of his as-
signments throughout his extraor-
dinary career, including command of 
the 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment ‘‘Red Knights’’ during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom from 2005 to 2006. 
Additionally, he served as an executive 
officer for the 4th Infantry Division Ar-
tillery and a variety of other tactical 
and operational assignments from pla-
toon to brigade while deployed for the 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 and for Oper-
ation Desert Storm/Desert Shield in 
1991. 
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