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In his final assignment as the execu-

tive officer to the chief of army legisla-
tive liaison, Colonel Root worked tire-
lessly to expand relationships between 
the Army and the 113th Congress. 

Our military personnel do not shoul-
der the stress and sacrifice of military 
service alone, and Colonel Root is no 
exception. His wife, Diann, and his 
daughter, Lexi, have stood proudly by 
his side, sacrificing time with their 
husband and father while he fulfilled 
his military commitments. To them 
also, we offer a truly heartfelt thanks. 

As he retires, Colonel Root leaves be-
hind an impressive record of military 
service and his counsel, profes-
sionalism and expertise will surely be 
missed by the Army and Congress 
alike. We offer him our sincere thanks 
for his service to our Nation and the 
example he has set for those under his 
command and colleagues with whom he 
served. I know my colleagues join me 
in wishing Colonel Root and his family 
all the best as they begin this next ex-
citing chapter in their lives. 
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ITALIAN HALL TRAGEDY IN 
CALUMET, MICHIGAN 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, a century 
ago on December 24, 1913, hundreds of 
miners and their families had gathered 
for a Christmas Eve celebration in the 
small Upper Peninsula town of Cal-
umet, MI. Their community was under 
tremendous stress; the miners of what 
is known to this day as ‘‘Copper Coun-
try’’ had been on strike for 5 months. 
But they had come for a brief holiday 
respite from the trials and struggles of 
those difficult days. 

What began as a joyful day ended in 
tears and wails and inconsolable grief. 
While no one will know for certain 
what sparked the families’ rush to the 
doors at the bottom of the stairs lead-
ing from the hall, most believe that 
someone yelled ‘‘Fire!’’ even though 
there was none. What resulted in the 
rush to the exit is almost unimagi-
nable: 59 children and 14 adults were 
dead, having been trampled or suffo-
cated. 

This dreadful disaster has forever 
brought back painful memories on De-
cember 24, Christmas Eve, for the com-
munity of Calumet, MI. On the centen-
nial anniversary of this event, the an-
guish is still real. The sadness is only 
overshadowed by the senselessness of 
the event. 

The families celebrating in the 
Italian Hall were hard-working immi-
grants, struggling through the labor 
strike to fight for better wages, hours 
and working conditions. They came to 
Copper country for the promise of 
work, even though mining was difficult 
and dangerous. This area was home to 
the largest known deposits of pure ele-
mental copper in the world, drawing 
hundreds of thousands of people from 
around the world. It was here that the 

lives of immigrants shaped our nation, 
with their successes and their strug-
gles. 

So many reminders of the copper 
mining heyday remain in the quaint 
town. From the historic architecture 
to the Yooper accents; from the variety 
of ethnic foods to the hard living work 
ethic that exists today, the Copper 
Country communities are reminded 
every day of their heritage. The his-
toric buildings, landscapes and mu-
seum collections of the area are pro-
tected and preserved by the Keweenaw 
National Historical Park, working col-
laboratively with local and State gov-
ernments, historic organizations and 
private property owners. The park 
brings to life the multi-faceted story of 
copper mining history including its so-
cial, ethnic, commercial and techno-
logical dimensions. However, no arti-
fact can compete with the feeling that 
Christmas Eve presents to the Village 
of Calumet every year when it is re-
minded of the Italian Hall tragedy. 

On this centennial, we remember 
those who perished, and celebrate their 
lives and the heritage they have left 
for us. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CAPTAIN REID NISHIZUKA 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, today I 

wish to honor the memory of one Ha-
waii’s fallen sons, Air Force Capt. Reid 
Nishizuka of Kailua. 

I was deeply saddened to learn of 
Captain Nishizuka’s death after an MC– 
12 aircraft carrying him and three of 
his fellow airmen crashed outside 
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan on 
April 27, 2013. 

Captain Nishizuka heard the call to 
military service early in his life. While 
attending Kailua High School, he 
served as the commander of his Junior 
ROTC class before he joined the ROTC 
at the University of Notre Dame. 

Through his training as a reserve of-
ficer, Captain Nishizuka cultivated the 
skills and experience that prepared 
him to commission as a Second Lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Air Force. 

With a passion for flying and a spirit 
of service to a cause greater than him-
self, Captain Nishizuka embodied the 
commitment and character that make 
our military great. 

His family and friends will remember 
his gentle and unconditional love and 
support. 

I hope his family finds solace in 
knowing that Captain Nishizuka’s serv-
ice exceeded all measures of honor, 
courage, and devotion to his country. 

America will not forget his sacrifice, 
nor will we ever repay the great debt 
we owe his family for allowing their 
son to give his life in service to his Na-
tion. 

I stand today before the Senate on 
behalf of a grateful nation to recognize 
and remember Capt. Reid K. Nishizuka. 

I ask for a moment of silence in honor 
of Captain Nishizuka’s memory as a 
son, a brother, a friend, and an airman. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARILYN JONES 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today I 

wish to recognize Marilyn Jones, who 
has served as a valued member of my 
staff and the staff of my friend and 
predecessor, Senator John Warner. 

Though she was born in North Caro-
lina, Marilyn has a long history of 
service to the people of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. She is a remarkably 
compassionate woman who often 
worked tirelessly with our most vul-
nerable populations—our senior citi-
zens and veterans. There are many ex-
traordinary stories about constituents 
whose lives she has touched. One in 
particular stands out to me: Last year, 
we were contacted by the wife of a vet-
eran whose husband was hospitalized at 
a private hospital because of an emer-
gency. Unfortunately, he passed away 
the next day and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs refused to pay for his 
care. Marilyn successfully worked with 
the private hospital to make sure that 
the veteran’s care in his final hours 
would not become a financial burden to 
his widow. 

Marilyn joined Senator John Warner 
in 1981 as a correspondence manage-
ment specialist and rose to the position 
of caseworker. When Senator John 
Warner retired, Marilyn joined my 
staff to continue helping the people of 
Virginia. Because of her diligent work, 
she was promoted first to constituent 
services representative and then con-
stituent services director. Marilyn has 
also been a dedicated member of her 
community in Richmond. She attended 
Virginia Union University and is an ac-
tive member of her church, New Jeru-
salem International Christian Min-
istries, where she has been known to 
knit items for fellow church members. 
She has one beloved daughter, Shannan 
Hester. 

After over 30 years of working for the 
people of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, Marilyn Jones is retiring. 
Marilyn, thank you for dedicating your 
career to public service and best of 
luck in the future. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JAMES VON DER 
HEYDT 

∑ Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to 
pay tribute to James von der Heydt. In 
his over half a century of service, 
James von der Heydt built a lasting 
legacy with distinguished service in all 
three branches of government. Coming 
to Alaska in 1943 originally to work on 
the construction of the ALCAN High-
way, James demonstrated the 
versatility for which Alaskans are fa-
mous. By 1945, he was a deputy U.S. 
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