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procurement program. The bill also ap-
proves the funding for other major pro-
grams, including the DDG–1000 de-
stroyer, the Aircraft Carrier Replace-
ment Program, the Littoral Combat 
Ship, LCS, and the P–8 maritime patrol 
aircraft. I am particularly pleased 
about the funding for the Virginia-class 
submarines and the DDG–1000, which so 
many Rhode Islanders help to build. 

Working together with Senator 
MCCAIN, this bill increases account-
ability for taxpayers’ dollars spent on 
several major Navy programs. For ex-
ample, the bill includes language to in-
crease the CVN–78 cost cap, while ex-
cluding certain urgent and unforeseen 
testing costs from that cap. In addi-
tion, we require quarterly reports on 
the program manager’s estimate for 
CVN–79, and we freeze the payment of 
fees whenever the program manager’s 
estimate of total program costs ex-
ceeds the cost cap. 

In this bill, we also require the CNO 
to submit a report identifying the cur-
rent littoral combat ship, LCS, concept 
of operations and the expected surviv-
ability of each sea frame; we require 
the GAO to review the LCS program; 
and we limit future procurements of 
the LCS until the Navy produces cer-
tain reports and the Joint Require-
ments Oversight Council makes certain 
certifications about the LCS program. 

The bill also amends the language of 
the annual 30-year shipbuilding report 
to require the disclosure of ship prices 
assumed in the plan and a risk assess-
ment whenever the number of ships in 
the plan falls below the Navy’s require-
ments. 

I offer my thanks to Senator MCCAIN 
and the other members of the Seapower 
Subcommittee for their diligence in 
the subcommittee’s work this year. 

We have a good bill before the Sen-
ate, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
support it. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if cloture is in-
voked on Executive Calendar No. 456, 
Alejandro Mayorkas, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, all but 1 
hour of postcloture time be yielded 
back, and that when the Senate con-
venes on Friday, December 20, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the 
Mayorkas nomination, with the re-
maining hour of debate equally divided 
between Senators CARPER and COBURN, 
or their designees, and that following 
the use or yielding back of time, the 
Senate proceed to a vote on the 
Mayorkas nomination; further, that 
the Senate then proceed to a cloture 
vote on Executive Calendar No. 459, 
John Koskinen, the Internal Revenue 
Service, as under the regular order; 
that if cloture is invoked, all 
postcloture time be yielded back and 
the Senate proceed to a vote on con-
firmation; further, that the Senate 
then proceed to a cloture vote on Exec-
utive Calendar No. 382, Brian Davis, to 

be a Federal district judge, as under 
the regular order, and that if cloture is 
invoked, all postcloture time be yield-
ed back and the Senate proceed to a 
vote on confirmation; the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table; that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action; further, that the Senate then 
proceed to the cloture vote on Execu-
tive Calendar No. 452, Janet Yellen, 
Federal Reserve, as under the regular 
order, and if cloture is invoked on the 
Yellen nomination, all postcloture 
time be yielded back and the Senate 
proceed to a vote on confirmation on 
Monday, January 6, at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader, in 
consultation with the Republican lead-
er; further, that cloture on Executive 
Calendar Nos. 455, 445, 371, 457, 356, and 
189 be withdrawn; further, that fol-
lowing the cloture vote on the 
Mayorkas nomination, the Senate pro-
ceed to a period of morning business 
for debate only, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HEINRICH). Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-

formation of all Senators, there will be 
two rollcall votes tonight at 11:15 p.m. 
on the motion to concur in the House 
message to accompany H.R. 3304, the 
National Defense Authorization Act, 
and cloture on the Mayorkas nomina-
tion. If cloture is invoked there will be 
a series of six rollcall votes tomorrow 
beginning at about 10 a.m. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business until 10 
p.m. and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

FIRST SESSION OF THE 113TH 
CONGRESS REFLECTIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as the 
first session of the 113th Congress 
comes to a close, it is appropriate to 
reflect on some of the accomplish-
ments of the year, while acknowl-
edging that so much more could have 
been done had Republicans in both the 
Senate and the House cooperated. We 
have passed some commonsense, good- 
government legislation. As chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, I am 
proud of the work of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee this year. While there 
remains much work to be done, these 
accomplishments illustrate what we as 
a Congress are capable of when we set 
aside partisan politics and put the good 
of the American people first. 

My first legislative priority at the 
beginning of this Congress was to com-

plete our work to improve and reinvig-
orate the Violence Against Women Act, 
VAWA. Vermont has been a national 
leader in addressing domestic and sex-
ual violence. In Vermont, VAWA fund-
ing has helped the National Network 
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence 
provide services for more than 7,000 
adults and nearly 1,400 children in 2011 
alone. The Burlington-based Women 
Helping Battered Women and 
Middlebury-based WomenSafe have 
supported thousands of children and 
adults by offering emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, counseling, and 
legal assistance. These dedicated serv-
ice providers help victims recover from 
unspeakable trauma and abuse, but the 
need for VAWA remains. Three women 
are killed every day by abusive hus-
bands or boyfriends. In Vermont, 51 
percent of all homicides are related to 
domestic violence. After months of 
work, the Senate came together in the 
best tradition of the institution to re-
authorize VAWA with a strong bipar-
tisan vote. This bill, which I drafted 
with Senator MIKE CRAPO, a conserv-
ative Republican from Idaho, proved 
that when we put people before politics 
there is much we can accomplish. Our 
bill was written with the input of sur-
vivors and the advocates who work 
with them every day, law enforcement 
personnel, judges, and State and local 
leaders. It was drafted to meet the real 
needs of real victims. Although it faced 
early resistance, none of the common-
sense changes it included should have 
been controversial. Eventually, the 
House listened to the experts in the 
field and followed the Senate’s example 
and passed this inclusive, lifesaving 
legislation. At a time when we face 
gridlock and stonewalling on even the 
most compelling issues, I was heart-
ened to see that we could find a way to 
cut through all of that to help victims 
of violence. 

I am proud of this new law. As a re-
sult of its passage, for the first time, 
VAWA guarantees that all victims can 
receive needed services, regardless of 
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. The Leahy-Crapo Violence 
Against Women Reauthorization Act 
strengthens protections for vulnerable 
immigrant victims. It ensures that col-
leges and universities will do more to 
protect students from domestic and 
sexual violence. Our reauthorization 
also took important new steps to com-
bat the appalling epidemic of domestic 
violence on tribal lands and to ensure 
that no perpetrators of this terrible 
crime are above the law. I was happy to 
work with Representative TOM COLE, a 
Republican from Oklahoma, to pre-
serve this provision in our bill. I thank 
him for his leadership. 

To help support the important work 
of Vermont’s domestic and sexual vio-
lence advocates, I included all-State 
minimum funding allocations in the 
VAWA reauthorization, and amended 
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