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Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 501]
CORRECTIONS

On page 3, strike “Public Lands, Forests and Mining on October
8, 2015” and insert “National Parks on March 17, 2016”.

On page 4, strike the testimony under Executive Communica-
tions and insert the following testimony on S. 1577 (the prede-
cessor to S. 501 in the 114th Congress):

STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD, NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM,
FOREST SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

This prepared statement of position reflects the view of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regarding S.
1577, the “East Rosebud Wild and Scenic Rivers Act”.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542 (16
U.S.C. 1271-1287, as amended) protects the free-flowing
condition, water quality, and outstandingly remarkable
natural, cultural, and recreational values of some of our
most precious waters. It also provides an opportunity to
build partnerships among landowners, river users, tribal
nations, and all levels of government.

S. 1577 amends Section 3(a) of the Act to designate cer-
tain segments of East Rosebud Creek in Carbon County,
Montana, as components of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. It adds a 13-mile segment from the source of the
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creek in the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness to East Rose-
bud Lake as a wild river, and the 7-mile segment from
below East Rosebud Lake to the first private land as a rec-
reational river.

The Department supports S. 1577.

The bill is consistent with the Custer National Forest
Land and Resource Management Plan Amendment Num-
ber 2, approved December 15, 1989, which identifies the
segments as eligible for designation as wild and rec-
reational respectively. The Custer Gallatin National Forest
has not conducted a suitability study for East Rosebud
Creek; therefore, the Department does not have a rec-
ommendation regarding designation under the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act. However, as eligible rivers, these seg-
ments are currently managed by the Custer Gallatin Na-
tional Forest in a manner consistent with the proposed
designations.

The proposed designations would prohibit future Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) licensing of any
new hydroelectric facility on, or directly affecting, these
creek segments. There is no existing FERC license, nor
any pending proposal for a license, in the East Rosebud
Creek area.

Congressional designation of these two segments would
not disrupt or alter existing management or use of the
area surrounding East Rosebud Creek, but would require
additional planning and monitoring for the creek and adja-
cent Custer Gallatin National Forest lands.
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