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Hold on a second, let's make a brief statement. I just want to thank President Lee and his 
entire delegation. Korea is one of America's closest allies and greatest friends. And under 
President Lee's leadership, that friendship has only grown stronger. So we are very interested 
in discussing the economic crisis, which is the topic of the G–20 meeting. But, obviously, we 
also have a great range of issues to discuss: on defense, on peace and stability in the Korean 
Peninsula, on the outstanding contributions that Korea has made with respect to the 
Afghanistan situation, and their global role and global leadership on issues like climate change. 

So I just want to publicly say thank you to the Republic of Korea for their outstanding 
friendship and the close ties between our two countries. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 a.m. at the ExCel Center. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 
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