
Administration of Barack H. Obama, 2009 

Message to the Congress on the Generalized System of Preferences 
December 23, 2009 

To the Congress of the United States: 

The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) offers duty-free treatment to specified 
products that are imported from designated beneficiary developing countries. The GSP is 
authorized by title V of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the "Act"). 

In accordance with sections 502(f)(1)(A) and 502(f)(2) of the Act, I am providing 
notification of my intent to add the Republic of Maldives to the list of beneficiary developing 
countries under the GSP program and my intent to terminate the designations of Croatia and 
Equatorial Guinea as beneficiary developing countries under the GSP program. 

In Proclamation 6813 of July 28, 1995, the designation of Maldives as a beneficiary 
developing country for purposes of the GSP program was suspended. After considering the 
criteria set forth in sections 501 and 502 of the Act, I have determined that the suspension of 
the designation of Maldives as a GSP beneficiary developing country should be ended. 

In addition, I have determined that Croatia and Equatorial Guinea have each become a 
"high income" country, as defined by the official statistics of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. In accordance with section 502(e) of the Act, I have 
determined that the designations of Croatia and Equatorial Guinea as beneficiary developing 
countries under the GSP program should be terminated, effective January 1, 2011. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 
December 23, 2009. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office of the Press Secretary on December 30. 

Categories: Communications to Congress : Generalized System of Preferences, memorandum. 

Subjects: Commerce, international : Generalized System of Preferences (GSP). 

DCPD Number: DCPD200901025. 
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