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Tomorrow marks 1 year since Sarah Shourd, Shane Bauer, and Josh Fattal were detained 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran. Sarah, Shane, and Josh committed absolutely no crime. When 
they were arrested and detained, they were hiking in the region along the border of Iran and 
Iraq. Yet for a full year, they have been held in prison, causing extraordinary grief and 
uncertainty for them, for their families, and for their loved ones.  

I want to be perfectly clear: Sarah, Shane, and Josh have never worked for the United 
States Government. They are simply openminded and adventurous young people who 
represent the best of America and of the human spirit. They are teachers, artists, and advocates 
for social and environmental justice. They have never had any quarrel with the Government of 
Iran, and have great respect for the Iranian people.  

I call on the Iranian Government to immediately release Sarah, Shane, and Josh. Their 
unjust detention has nothing to do with the issues that continue to divide the United States and 
the international community from the Iranian Government. This is a humanitarian imperative, 
as these three young people are innocent of any crime. As a signatory to multiple conventions 
on human rights, the Government of Iran should act in line with the principles of justice and 
allow Sarah, Shane, and Josh to be reunited with their families. This call has been echoed by 
people in many countries, and is shared by all who respect human freedom and decency.  

I want to particularly acknowledge the suffering and advocacy of Sarah, Shane, and Josh's 
families. Earlier this week, I spoke with the mothers of these three young people who have 
worked tirelessly for the release of their children. The Iranian Government's gesture of 
allowing these mothers to visit their children was welcome, but I cannot imagine how painful it 
was for these three courageous women to return home without their children. I told these 
three mothers that Sarah, Shane, and Josh are in my thoughts and prayers, and that the U.S. 
Government would continue to do all that it could to secure their release.  

I also spoke earlier this week with the wife of Robert Levinson, who went missing in Iran 
over 3 years ago. We continue to have no information about his welfare, and reiterate our call 
for the Government of Iran to provide any information that it has about his whereabouts. It is 
time to facilitate Robert Levinson's return to the family and friends who have suffered so 
greatly in his absence. We continue to have him in our thoughts and prayers, and to do all that 
we can to reunite him with his family.  

Each of these cases reminds us of the dignity that is shared by all human beings and the 
necessity of justice. All Americans stand together in support of our citizens who are suffering 
through unjust detention abroad, and we will not rest until they are home.  
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