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President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure to welcome once again my good friend King
Abdullah to the White House. The United States and Jordan have had a longstanding
friendship, an extraordinary relationship of cooperation on a wide range of fronts. I have valued
His Majesty's advice on numerous occasions, and obviously this meeting was an opportunity for
us to share our views on the extraordinary changes that are taking place throughout the Middle
East, throughout the region.

We discussed the situation in Libya and are grateful for the support of a wide range of
Arab countries in our efforts to make sure that humanitarian assistance and humanitarian
protection occurs inside of Libya. We discussed the rapid transformation that's taking place in
places like Egypt and Tunisia, and we both agreed that it's critical that not only does political
reform proceed, but economic reform accompanies those changes there, because so much of
what's taking place has to do with the aspirations of young people throughout the Arab world
for their ability to determine their own fate, to get an education, to get a job, to be able to
support a family. And that means some of the old structures that were inhibiting their ability to
progress have to be reworked.

His Majesty discussed the reform efforts that are taking place inside Jordan as well, and
we welcome the initiatives that His Majesty has already embarked on and feel confident that,
to the extent that he's able to move these reforms forward, this will be good for the security
and stability of Jordan, but also will be good for the economic prosperity of the people of
Jordan. And so we're very pleased to support him on that front.

Along those lines, one of the things we discussed is how the United States can continue to
be supportive of these economic efforts that His Majesty has embarked on, and so I'm pleased
to announce that we have mobilized several hundreds of millions of dollars through OPIC, and
that will leverage ultimately about a billion dollars for economic development inside of Jordan.
In addition, because of the huge spike in commodity prices throughout the world, we are going
to be providing 50,000 metric tons of wheat to Jordan. All of this will help to stabilize the cost
of living and day-to-day situation of Jordanians and will provide a foundation so that these
economic reforms can move forward and long-term development can take place. So we're very
happy to be partnering with His Majesty on that issue.

We also discussed the situation with respect to Israel and the Palestinian conflict. And we
both share the view that despite the many changes or perhaps because of the many changes
that are taking place in the region, it's more vital than ever that both Israelis and Palestinians
find a way to get back to the table and begin negotiating a process whereby they can create a—
two states that are living side by side in peace and security.

Jordan, obviously, with its own peace with Israel, has an enormous stake in this. The
United States has an enormous stake in this. We will continue to partner to try to encourage an
equitable and just solution to a problem that has been nagging the region for many, many
years.



Finally, I just want to say that we continue to appreciate all the security and
counterterrorism cooperation that we receive from the Jordanians. It is very important in terms
of our own security, and that partnership we expect to continue.

So Your Majesty, you are always welcome here. The American people feel a great
affection for the Jordanian people. And we trust that during this remarkable time of transition
in the region that Jordan will be at the forefront in being able to move a process forward that
creates greater opportunity and ensures that Jordan is a model of a prosperous, modern, and
successful Arab state under your leadership.

So thank you very much.

King Abdullah. Thank you. Mr. President, I'm delighted to be back here and again to take
this opportunity to thank you and your Government for the tremendous support that you're
showing Jordan economically and the support of the United States and a lot of our friends
internationally on really being able to push reform in an aggressive manner in our country and,
again, your continued interest and support on the core issue of the Middle East, which is the
Israeli and Palestinian peace.

We are very, very grateful to the President's role in all these issues. I'm delighted to be
back here. And I will continue to be a strong partner with you, sir, on all the challenges that we
face. Thank you.

President Obama. Good. All right. Thank you very much, everyone.
NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House.
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