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Michelle and I wish Coptic Orthodox Christians in the United States and around the 
world a blessed and joyous Christmas. On this special day, we give thanks for the extraordinary 
contributions that Coptic Christians have made to the United States. I want to reaffirm the 
commitment of the United States to work for the protection of Christian and other religious 
minorities around the world. As events in Egypt and elsewhere have illustrated, and as history 
repeatedly reminds us, freedom of religion, the protection of people of all faiths, and the ability 
to worship as you choose are critical to a peaceful, inclusive, and thriving society. In this 
Christmas season, we join our Coptic brothers and sisters around the globe in prayers for 
peace. 
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