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President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure to welcome my good friend and partner, 
King Abdullah, back to the United States. And it's wonderful to be able to host him here at 
beautiful Sunnylands. I want to thank the Annenberg group that has maintained this wonderful 
facility and made it available to us. 

This gives me an opportunity to have an extensive consultation with His Majesty in a less 
formal setting. But I think it's fair to say that we have very few friends, partners, and allies 
around the world that have been as steadfast and reliable as His Majesty King Abdullah, as well 
as the people of Jordan. In a region that obviously is going through enormous changes, the 
friendship between our peoples has been a constant. 

And most recently, we are now partnering because Jordan just took its seat on the Security 
Council and is working actively with us on a whole range of international issues. I'm going to be 
very interested in hearing more from His Majesty about the reforms that he has initiated both 
politically and economically, because his top priority obviously is the prosperity of his people 
and providing more opportunity for the population there. 

We've been very impressed with the fact that, although oftentimes difficult and although it 
meets resistance sometimes, His Majesty has been able to move forward with the reforms that 
meet the IMF program that has been put together. And in part because of these successes, I 
want to announce today that we will be providing the Kingdom of Jordan a $1 billion loan 
guarantee fund that will help Jordan access the international capital markets, as well as extend 
for 5 years the memorandum of understanding that we have with the Kingdom of Jordan that 
allows that country to pursue the kind of development that will not only help the people of 
Jordan, but help the region as a whole. 

Our cooperation on a whole host of issues is extensive. We're going to be talking a lot 
about the political changes that are taking place in the region. Obviously, a central focus will be 
the situation in Syria. And the people of Jordan have been very generous in absorbing 
hundreds of thousands of displaced persons from that war-ravaged country. It puts a great 
strain on the resources of Jordan, and it's very important for us to make sure that we're 
supportive of the Kingdom in accommodating all these refugees. 

At the same time, both of us recognize that we can't just treat the symptoms. We'll be 
working aggressively at the United Nations level and at the regional level to try to provide basic 
humanitarian assistance and access to people who are suffering tremendously as a consequence 
of the war inside of Syria. But we're also going to have to solve the underlying problem: a 
regime led by Bashar al-Asad that has shown very little regard for the well-being of his people, 
has attacked civilians in ruthless ways. We are going to need a political transition in that region. 

And we're going to continue to strategize on how we can effectively change the calculus 
inside the country so that we can have a Syria that is intact, that is respectful of all groups, that 
ends the killing, and that allows for a representative government that can provide peace and 
prosperity for everybody there. 
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We don't expect to solve this any time in the short term, so there are going to be some 
immediate steps that we have to take to help the humanitarian situation there. There will be 
some intermediate steps that we can take to apply more pressure to the Asad regime, and we're 
going to be continuing to work with all the parties concerned to try to move forward on a 
diplomatic solution. 

But in all these issues, and in the critical issue of trying to bring about peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians—an issue that His Majesty, and his father before him, had 
enormous stake in and investment in and has been a very capable and trustworthy partner—on 
all these issues, we are very grateful for the work that we're able to do together. And I look 
forward to what I'm sure is going to be an illuminating and constructive conversation. 

So thank you, Your Majesty. And welcome. 

King Abdullah. Thank you very much, Mr. President. I'm delighted and pleased on behalf 
of myself and the Jordanian people. I'm really, really appreciative of the time that you're giving 
us today. And on behalf of all of us, thank you for the support of yourself, of your 
administration, of the American people, of Congress, with the outstanding support that you've 
shown Jordan with all the changes that we're facing. With all of the challenges that are ahead of 
us, I will continue our comprehensive reform program. We're not using the challenges in our 
region as an excuse to waver, and I'm looking forward to discussing our reform process with 
you this evening. 

As you mentioned, we are going to be the members of the U.N. Security Council for the 
next 2 years. There are many challenges in our region and beyond, and I look forward to 
working with the United States and the international community on how we can best bring 
peace and prosperity not only to the region, but beyond. 

Sir, obviously, we'd like to commend the role that the United States has been playing in 
bringing Israelis and Palestinians closer together. And obviously, your role—the leadership that 
the United States has shown—has been critical and very much admired. And the diligence of 
the way that the United States has been able to bring both partners much closer together over 
the past several months has really given me a lot of hope. And so I would just like to commend 
the dramatic role of the United States in that regard. 

As you're very well aware, we're obviously a stakeholder in all final status negotiations, and 
therefore, our national interests in these issues are of paramount importance. But I am 
cautiously optimistic, even with the major challenges, that America has been really working 
tirelessly to really improve the situation between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

Obviously, as you mentioned, sir, the main challenge that we have is, how do we bring a 
political, comprehensive solution to the Syrian people? Our major concern in the area is the 
rise of extremism in Syria, the sectarian violence, and if we don't find a solution, the spillover in 
the region and the effect that will have. But again, I'm sure that our views are similar, and we 
will be working very closely with you, sir, and our Western friends in trying to alleviate the 
suffering of the Syrian people as quickly as possible. 

Sir, you've mentioned your very generous support by yourself and the American people of 
the challenges that Jordan faces. Jordan is a resilient country. We see ourselves as an oasis of 
stability to our neighbors. And you have mentioned that the challenges that we face with the 
immense pressure of Syrian refugees and what it does to the host nation from a humanitarian 
point of view. And the United States has been beyond the call of duty in its support for us. And 
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I just wanted to mention, again in front of you, how grateful I am and the people of Jordan for 
that outstanding support. 

We do hope that the rest of the international community also steps up and catches up in 
the support not only for the Syrian refugees, but also the impact it has on Jordanians and 
Jordanian infrastructure, as well as looking at mechanisms of how we can push humanitarian 
supplies into Syria. 

So we have a lot to talk about, sir, today, but I am very grateful on behalf of all of us for 
this time that you're giving us and the tremendous support that you've shown our people. 
Thank you.  

President Obama. All right. Thank you very much, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:55 p.m. at the Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Bashar al-Asad of Syria. 
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