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Thank you, everybody. Everybody, have a seat. Have a seat. This is a rowdy crowd. 
[Laughter] 

So, obviously, first and foremost, I want to thank Sam and Sylvia. It is true that the last 
time I was in this house, I had no gray hair. [Laughter] I'm just saying. And many people could 
not pronounce my name. [Laughter] But Sam and Sylvia, and some of you who are here 
tonight took a flyer on me. 

And Minnesota actually really did have a lot to do with my deciding to run. There are a 
few charter members of the "Draft Obama" club, along with R.T., who started—who decided I 
should run for President before I had decided I should run for President. And that's not 
surprising, because Minnesota has a history of putting confidence in people who represent a 
progressive tradition, and nobody represents that better than a man sitting right next to me, 
Mr. Walter Mondale. Thank you. We love Walter Mondale. Thank you so much. 

Couple other people who are carrying on that tradition who are here and I just want to 
acknowledge very quickly. Your outstanding Senator—you've got two of them, one of them is 
here—Amy Klobuchar is here. Yay, Amy! Part of the extraordinary Minnesota delegation: 
Congressman Keith Ellison is here; Congresswoman Betty McCollum is here; Congressman 
Rick Nolan is here; and Congressman Tim Walz is here. Tim is getting a little too slim. 
[Laughter] He's been working out too much, given that House gym a run for its money. 

We also have somebody who has a thankless job and does it extraordinarily well, and that 
is the head of the DCCC, and we're very grateful to him, Steve Israel. Steve here? And finally, 
a person who—let me just say it—I love her. And I love her because she is tough and she's 
smart and she's fearless and she's in politics for the right reasons. And when she was Speaker of 
the House, she and I together got more done than any Congress since the 1960s. And I want 
her back with the gavel, and that's why we're here today—Nancy Pelosi. Nancy Pelosi. 

[At this point, a dog barked.] 

Yes! Got a few "Amens" there from the dog. [Laughter] So I'm going to make very brief 
remarks at the top so I can take some questions and have some fun. 

I had lunch today with a young woman named Rebekah who had written me a letter, I 
guess, a couple of months ago. And I get 40,000 pieces of correspondence today; we have an 
entire office that's assigned to process it, and they select for me 10 letters a day that I read 
every night. And they're from all across the country and people of every background, and it's 
on every topic. And purposely, they're not just supposed to be just, "Oh, Mr. President, you're 
doing such a great job." We get Tea Party letters in the packets, and, "You're the worst 
President ever," and I sometimes write back to those folks and say, "Well, thank you so much 
for your letter"—[laughter]—"and I'm not running again, so you don't have to worry about 
that." 

But Rebekah sent me this letter, and it moved me. Because her story—she's 35 years old. 
She's got a 5-year-old and a 3-year-old. She and her husband married about 6, 7 years ago; he 
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was in—he was a carpenter, he was in contracting. He had a good job. Housing market 
plummets, loses his job. Gets another job. Gets injured on the job, they accumulate some debt, 
that job is lost. There are suggestions that maybe they should file for bankruptcy; he says no, 
we've got these debts, we're going to pay them. He gets another job with the railroads, which 
require him to be away basically 4 or 5 days a week while she's taking care of two kids. She goes 
back to school to get an accounting degree so that she can get a better job; manages her classes 
as smartly as she can, but still ends up with $12,000 worth of debt. She gets a job at the 
accounting firm, he gets a new job, although at a significantly lower pay, back in construction, 
and he can be with the family more. 

And the essence of the letter was, you know, I have a great life, she says. I have a beautiful 
family. We're healthy. We take advantage of the great parks in Minnesota, and we take 
advantage of a wonderful community and neighbors and friends. So I'm not looking for pity, 
but I work really hard, and my husband works even harder. And we've done everything right, 
and it still feels like at the end of the month, because of childcare costs and because of student 
loans and the fact that we don't get raises really, it's just really hard. And I just want you to 
know, Mr. President, that we're out here and that I believe in you and I know you care about 
us, but sometimes, it doesn't feel like what's happening in our lives is ever being discussed in 
Washington, and I want you to know that we're out here and we have faith in you, but we're 
losing faith a little bit in the system. 

And so I met—I had lunch with her today at a burger place—Jucy Lucy's—which was a 
very good burger, tasty burger. And she could not have been more wonderful. The spirit of 
dignity and optimism and kindness that had come through in the letter, it was just embodied in 
her. She was lovely, and we had a good time. 

But it reminded me, as it often reminds me when I get out of Washington, why we do this 
stuff in the first place. And I told her this. I said, you may not hear it because the press will not 
report it, the only reason I'm in politics is because of you. It's folks like you. Because when I 
see you, I see my mother, who wasn't lucky enough to have such a great husband, raising two 
kids on her own trying to go back to school and work at the same time; and when I see you, I'm 
reminded of when Michelle and I were starting off early on, and Michelle calling me in tears 
because we had just lost the nanny and we had no idea whether we were going to be able to 
replace her with somebody; and when I see you, I think about friends of mine who have lost 
their jobs and had to reinvent themselves, and how hard that was, but that they kept on 
plugging away at it. 

And the only reason I'm in politics is because I remember all of that. And it wasn't that 
long ago when I was trying to figure out some of the same things you're figuring out: how do 
you lead a good life and raise your kids, not looking to get wildly wealthy, not trying to have 
more than you need, but just be able to make ends meet and enjoy your family and, hopefully, 
retire with some security and be able to look back on a life that was worth living. 

And that's what we should be talking about every day in Washington. And we should be 
able to act on that every day in Washington. And we don't. We talk about everything else. We 
talk about everything that doesn't have to do with that young woman. 

We talk about phony scandals, and we talk about Benghazi, and we talk about polls, and 
we talk about the Tea Party, and we talk about the latest controversy that Washington has 
decided is important, and we don't talk about her. 
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And so I hope the reason you're here tonight is because you remember what this is 
supposed to be about. I know Nancy Pelosi does. I know the delegation that's here, they 
remember what this is supposed to be about and that that's worth fighting for. And we don't 
have time for cynicism, and we don't have time for discouragement, because she's still there 
doing everything she's supposed to do, and all she's looking for is somebody who's got her back 
a little bit. 

And so when we talk about minimum wage or we talk about early childhood education or 
we talk about reinvesting in infrastructure to put folks back to work or we talk about equal pay 
for equal work or we talk about paid family leave or whatever the issues that you hear us 
promoting, they're in service to her. And the other side has nothing to offer her except 
cynicism and fear and frustration. And sometimes, we just take that for granted, and we 
shouldn't. 

Other people can—Steve can tell you about the 17 seats we need, and they can tell you 
about all the polls and what we need to do to win and how we message things and what's been 
poll tested. All that stuff is important. We've got to be good at that. But in the end, what 
matters is, how hard are we fighting for the folks that sent us and the people who in most cases 
inspired us to get into politics in the first place? 

That's what this is about. And it's useful for us to remember that, because if we do, we're 
going to win, because we actually have something to offer that young lady. And if she wins, 
then the country wins, and our kids and our grandkids win. So I hope all of you remember that. 
Thanks. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:26 p.m. at the residence of Sam and Sylvia Kaplan. In his 
remarks, he referred to former Mayor R.T. Rybak of Minneapolis, MN; former Vice President 
Walter F. Mondale; and St. Anthony, MN, resident Rebekah Erler, her husband Ben Erler, 
and their sons Jack and Henry. He also referred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng. Audio was not 
available for verification of the content of these remarks. 
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