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Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 

Remarks at the Toys for Tots Distribution Center at Joint Base Anacostia–
Bolling 
December 10, 2014 

The President. Ho, ho, ho! 

The First Lady. [Laughter] That's a pretty serious ho, ho, ho. 

The President. Ho, ho, ho. 

The First Lady. How is everybody doing? 

The President. She's doing good. 

The First Lady. Happy holidays, merry Christmas. 

The President. Merry Christmas. 

The First Lady. How are all the kids? Yay. Well, we're happy to be back. As you can see, I 
brought a little help this year. So I'm excited—welcome to Toys for Tots. Your first year. We're 
going to break you in slowly, okay? 

But let me start—we're not going to talk long because we're here to actually do some 
work. But I want to just thank everybody who has been involved in this effort. Of course, 
Lieutenant General Osman, who has just been a tremendous partner for so many years. His 
leadership is really at the heart of what makes this drive possible. 

But also Lieutenant General Richard Mills, Lieutenant Colonel David Johnson, and First 
Sergeant Lowery as well. Let's give them all a round of applause—— 

The President. Yay! 

The First Lady. ——for their tremendous leadership. 

Thank you all for all the hours that you spend picking up the donations, sorting in 
warehouses all throughout the area. This wouldn't be possible without you and, of course, your 
wonderful families here who help to make this possible. 

We have a couple of other folks here. We've got White House Communications Agency 
folks and their families. Let's give you guys a round of applause. Thank you all so much for 
your work.  

The President. Yay! WHCA! 

The First Lady. And of course, to all of the marines from Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling, 
plus their spouses and all of our military kids. Yay, you guys. 

The President. Yay! 

The First Lady. As General Osman said, this is the sixth year that I've been involved in 
Toys for Tots. And every year it's just a tremendous privilege to be able to be a part of making 
Christmas just a little brighter for a few kids across the country. 

And we try to make it a big deal at the White House. We create competitions. I think this 
year the office that collected the most toys got a Bo and Sonny visit. [Laughter] So we did a 
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good job this year. I think this year we're bringing in about a thousand toys from the White 
House. And so we're proud of our team at the White House for participating. 

But we still have a lot of time. And one of the things that I just want to remind the public 
is that there's still time to donate. And we really want to urge folks out there to do everything in 
their power to donate to Toys for Tots. 

And if you need to find out where to go, all you have to go—do is go to the Toys for Tot 
website. People can donate online. They can go by one of the dropoff centers. And each year, I 
kind of remind people that at times, one of the challenges is making sure we have enough toys 
for the older kids. It's always fun to buy the Barbie dolls and the coloring books, but we have to 
remember that there are teenagers out there too that need those gifts. And we try to make it a 
point to make sure that we're buying cool clothes for kids and electronic products and 
educational materials for teenagers as well. 

So if you haven't already donated, don't forget our teenagers. They are looking for a merry 
Christmas as well. 

So with that, I'm going to turn it over to my new helper, who I brought along with me. He 
is—he doesn't need any introductions. I don't know how good he'll be with sorting—
[laughter]—because he doesn't usually deal in shopping in any kind of way. But we'll watch 
him closely to see if he can figure out which ones are girls, zero to 2, or unisex. It gets really 
complicated. So watch him, because he could really make your work harder. 

So with that, it's my pleasure to introduce my husband, the President of the United States. 

The President. Hey! Thank you. Thank you. I'm the big elf. [Laughter] I'm like Will 
Ferrell. [Laughter] It is great to be here. I'm not going to talk long. I just want to say thanks to 
all of you for participating. I want to say thank you to Toys for Tots. Quick statistic: Since it 
started in the 1940s, Toys for Tots has distributed more than 469 million toys to more than 216 
million children. I mean, that's a lot of dollhouses, that's a lot of Ninja Turtles. 

But really what Toys for Tots is about is generosity and giving back. All of us are so 
blessed. Look at these beautiful kids here and wonderful families. And we are lucky. We're 
lucky, first and foremost, to live in the United States of America, and we're lucky to be able to 
look after our kids, and there are parents out there who love their kids just as much, but are 
going through a tough time. And for us to be able to make sure that that holiday spirit extends a 
little bit beyond just our family, but to people all around the country, it is a wonderful 
contribution. 

While I'm here, I just want to say thank you to our Marine Corps for their extraordinary 
work. Our men and women in uniform and our military families don't just work to keep us safe, 
they're also strengthening our country here at home. They're volunteering at schools, 
congregations, our communities. With our combat mission coming to a close in Afghanistan, it 
means more of our extraordinary military members are going to be home for the holidays, back 
where they belong. And that is the most important blessing of all. 

But what's also great is that we're now seeing our incredible military—some who may be 
leaving the military—able to provide that same dedication, that same sense of service to 
organizations throughout the country, sometimes in a volunteer capacity, sometimes in a 
professional capacity. And we are very proud of that. Lieutenant General Osman is just a great 
example of the ongoing spirit of duty and service that is instilled in our Armed Forces. So we 
are so grateful to all of you. 
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With that, I want to wish everybody a merry Christmas, a happy New Year, and let's get 
sorting. I am positive that girls, zero to 2, that's perfect for the "Call of Duty" video game. 
[Laughter] Isn't that right? 

The First Lady. The what video game? 

The President. See, she didn't even get the joke. [Laughter] 

The First Lady. I wasn't listening. 

The President. She wasn't listening to me. [Laughter] Thank you, everybody. God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. In his remarks, he referred to actor J. William Ferrell 
in his role as Buddy the Elf in the movie "Elf"; and Lt. Gen. Henry P. Osman, USMC (Ret.), in 
his capacity as president and chief executive officer of Toys for Tots. The First Lady referred to 
Lt. Gen. Richard P. Mills, USMC, commander, Marine Forces Reserve; Lt. Col. David A. 
Johnson, USMC, inspector instructor, Second Civil Affairs Group; and First Sgt. Ocie L. 
Lowery, USMC. 
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