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Good morning, everybody. 

More than 14 years ago, after Al Qaida attacked our nation on 9/11, the United States 
went to war in Afghanistan against these terrorists and the Taliban that harbored them. Over 
the years—and thanks to heroic efforts by our military, our intelligence community, our 
diplomats, and our development professionals—we pushed Al Qaida out of its camps, helped 
the Afghan people topple the Taliban and helped them establish a democratic government. We 
dealt crippling blows to the Al Qaida leadership. We delivered justice to Usama bin Laden. 
And we trained Afghan forces to take responsibility for their own security.  

And given that progress, a year and a half ago, in December 2014, America's combat 
mission in Afghanistan came to a responsible end. Compared to the 100,000 troops we once 
had there, today, fewer than 10,000 remain. And compared to their previous mission—helping 
to lead the fight—our forces are now focused on two narrow missions: training and advising 
Afghan forces and supporting counterterrorist operations against the remnants of Al Qaida as 
well as other terrorist groups, including ISIL. In short, even as we've maintained a relentless 
case against those who are threatening us, we are no longer engaged in a major ground war in 
Afghanistan. 

But even these narrow missions continue to be dangerous. Over the past year and a half, 
38 Americans—military and civilian—have lost their lives in Afghanistan on behalf of our 
security. And we honor their sacrifice. We stand with their families in their grief and in their 
pride. And we resolve to carry on the mission for which they gave their last full measure of 
devotion. 

This is also not America's mission alone. In Afghanistan, we're joined by 41 allies and 
partners, a coalition that contributes more than 6,000 troops of their own. We have a partner in 
the Afghan Government and the Afghan people, who support a long-term strategic partnership 
with the United States. And in fact, Afghans continue to step up. For the second year now, 
Afghan forces are fully responsible for their own security. Every day, nearly 320,000 Afghan 
soldiers and police are serving and fighting, and many are giving their lives to defend their 
country.  

To their credit—and in the face of a continued Taliban insurgency and terrorist 
networks—Afghan forces remain in control of all the major population centers, provincial 
capitals, major transit routes and most district centers. Afghan forces have beaten back attacks, 
and they've pushed the Taliban out of some areas. And meanwhile, in another milestone, we 
recently removed the leader of the Taliban, Akhtar Mohammad Mansur. 

Nevertheless, the security situation in Afghanistan remains precarious. Even as they 
improve, Afghan security forces are still not as strong as they need to be. With our help, they're 
still working to improve critical capabilities such as intelligence, logistics, aviation, and 
command and control. At the same time, the Taliban remains a threat. They have gained 
ground in some cases. They've continued attacks and suicide bombings, including in Kabul. 
Because the Taliban deliberately target innocent civilians, more Afghan men, women, and 
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children are dying. And often overlooked in the global refugee crisis, millions of Afghans have 
fled their homes and many have been fleeing their country. 

Now, as President and Commander in Chief, I've made it clear that I will not allow 
Afghanistan to be used as safe haven for terrorists to attack our Nation again. That's why I 
constantly review our strategy with my national security team, including our commanders in 
Afghanistan. In all these reviews, we're guided by the facts—what's happening on the 
ground—to determine what's working and what needs to be changed. And that's why, at times, 
I've made adjustments, for example, by slowing the drawdown of our forces and, more 
recently, by giving U.S. forces more flexibility to support Afghan forces on the ground and in 
the air. And I strongly believe that it is in our national security interest—especially after all the 
blood and treasure we've invested in Afghanistan over the years—that we give our Afghan 
partners the very best opportunity to succeed. 

Upon taking command of coalition forces this spring, General Nicholson conducted a 
review of the security situation in Afghanistan and our military posture. It was good to get a 
fresh set of eyes. And based on the recommendation of General Nicholson, as well as Secretary 
Carter and Chairman Dunford, and following extensive consultations with my national security 
team, as well as Congress and the Afghan Government and our international partners, I'm 
announcing an additional adjustment to our posture. 

Instead of going down to 5,500 troops by the end of this year, the United States will 
maintain approximately 8,400 troops in Afghanistan into next year, through the end of my 
administration. The narrow missions assigned to our forces will not change. They remain 
focused on supporting Afghan forces and going after terrorists. But maintaining our forces at 
this specific level, based on our assessment of the security conditions and the strength of 
Afghan forces, will allow us to continue to provide tailored support to help Afghan forces 
continue to improve. From coalition bases in Jalalabad and Kandahar, we'll be able to continue 
supporting Afghan forces on the ground and in the air. And we continue supporting critical 
counterterrorism operations. 

Now, in reaffirming the enduring commitment of the United States to Afghanistan and its 
people, the decision I'm making today can help our allies and partners align their own 
commitments. As you know, tomorrow I depart for the NATO summit in Warsaw, where I'll 
meet with our coalition partners and Afghan President Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah. 
Many of our allies and partners have already stepped forward with commitments of troops and 
funding so that we can keep strengthening Afghan forces through the end of this decade. The 
NATO summit will be an opportunity for more allies and partners to affirm their contributions, 
and I'm confident they will, because all of us have a vital interest in the security and stability of 
Afghanistan. 

My decision today also sends a message to the Taliban and all those who have opposed 
Afghanistan's progress. You have now been waging war against the Afghan people for many 
years. You've been unable to prevail. Afghan security forces continue to grow stronger. And the 
commitment of the international community, including the United States, to Afghanistan and 
its people will endure. I will say it again: The only way to end this conflict and to achieve a full 
drawdown of foreign forces from Afghanistan is through a lasting political settlement between 
the Afghan Government and the Taliban. That's the only way. And that is why the United 
States will continue to strongly support an Afghan-led reconciliation process and why we call 
on all countries in the region to end safe havens for militants and terrorists. 
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Finally, today's decision best positions my successor to make future decisions about our 
presence in Afghanistan. In January, the next U.S. President will assume the most solemn 
responsibility of the Commander in Chief: the security of the United States and the safety of 
the American people. The decision I'm making today ensures that my successor has a solid 
foundation for continued progress in Afghanistan as well as the flexibility to address the threat 
of terrorism as it evolves. 

So, in closing, I want to address directly what I know is on the minds of many Americans, 
especially our troops and their families who have borne a heavy burden for our security. When 
we first sent our forces into Afghanistan 14 years ago, few Americans imagined we'd be there—
in any capacity—this long. As President, I focused our strategy on training and building up 
Afghan forces. It has been continually my belief that it is up to Afghans to defend their country. 
Because we have emphasized training their capabilities, we've been able to end our major 
ground war there and bring 90 percent of our troops back home. 

But even as we work for peace, we have to deal with the realities of the world as it is. And 
we can't forget what's at stake in Afghanistan. This is where Al Qaida is trying to regroup. This 
is where ISIL continues to try to expand its presence. If these terrorists succeed in regaining 
areas and camps where they can train and plot, they will attempt more attacks against us. And 
we cannot allow that to happen. I will not allow that to happen. 

This September will mark 15 years since the attacks of 9/11. And once more, we'll pause to 
remember the lives we lost, Americans and peoples from around the world. We'll stand with 
their families, who still grieve. We'll stand with survivors, who still bear the scars of that day. 
We'll thank the first responders who rushed to save others. And perhaps most importantly, 
we'll salute our men and women in uniform—our 9/11 generation—who have served in 
Afghanistan and beyond for our security. We'll honor the memory of all those who've made the 
ultimate sacrifice, including more than 2,200 American patriots who have given their lives in 
Afghanistan. As we do, let's never forget the progress their service has made possible. 

Afghanistan is not a perfect place. It remains one of the poorest countries in the world. It 
is going to continue to take time for them to build up military capacity that we sometimes take 
for granted. And given the enormous challenges they face, the Afghan people will need the 
partnership of the world, led by the United States, for many years to come. But with our 
support, Afghanistan is a better place than it once was. Millions of Afghan children—boys and 
girls—are in school. Dramatic improvements in public health have saved the lives of mothers 
and children. Afghans have cast their ballots in democratic elections and seen the first 
democratic transfer of power in their country's history. The current National Unity 
Government continues to pursue reforms—including record revenues last year—to strengthen 
their country and, over time, help decrease the need for international support. 

That Government is a strong partner with us in combating terrorism. That's the progress 
we've helped make possible. That's the progress that our troops have helped make possible, 
and our diplomats and our development personnel. That's the progress we can help sustain, in 
partnership with the Afghan people and our coalition partners. And so I firmly believe the 
decision I'm announcing today is the right thing to do: for Afghanistan, for the United States, 
and for the world. 

May God bless our troops and all who serve to protect us. May God bless the United 
States of America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gen. John W. Nicholson, Jr., USA, commander, U.S. Forces 
Afghanistan; and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., USMC. 
He also referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization. 
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