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Statement on the First Anniversary of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
To Prevent Iran From Obtaining a Nuclear Weapon 
July 14, 2016 

Today marks one year since the conclusion of the Iran nuclear deal—known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)—by representatives of the United States, Iran, 
France, the United Kingdom, Germany, China, Russia, and the European Union. Over the last 
year, the Iran deal has succeeded in rolling back Iran's nuclear program, avoiding further 
conflict, and making us safer. 

During the past year, Iran has implemented its nuclear-related commitments, as verified 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Iran has shipped out 98 percent of its 
enriched uranium, dismantled two-thirds of its centrifuges, filled its plutonium production 
reactor with concrete, and adopted the most intrusive inspection and verification program ever 
negotiated for a nuclear program. IAEA reports have confirmed that Iran is complying with its 
commitments. As a result, all of Iran's pathways to a nuclear weapon remain closed, and Iran's 
breakout time has been extended from 2 to 3 months to about a year. The United States and 
our negotiating partners have also fully implemented our commitments to lift nuclear-related 
sanctions, and we will continue to uphold our commitments as long as Iran continues to abide 
by the deal. 

The JCPOA demonstrates what can be achieved by principled diplomacy and a sustained 
commitment to stopping the spread of nuclear weapons. America's willingness to engage 
directly with Iran opened the door to talks, which led to the international unity and sustained 
engagement that culminated in the JCPOA. We still have serious differences with Iran, but the 
United States, our partners, and the world are more secure because of the JCPOA. 
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