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The President. Well, thank you very much. I appreciate you being here. It's a great honor, 
very great honor. I want to thank Vice President Pence, Secretary Tom Price, and 
Administrator Seema Verma—who's done an incredible job, by the way—for all of the time 
and energy they've put into repairing and replacing Obamacare ahead of tomorrow's crucial 
vote. Big vote tomorrow in the House. 

I want to especially thank Seema, the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services—a wonderful job she's doing and definitely a complex job, but you have it 
under control, right—[laughter]—for hosting this very important meeting to discuss the vital 
role women play in health care and the hardships inflicted on them by the Obamacare 
catastrophe. It's been bad. 

Administrator Seema Verma is playing the leading role for us in helping us to repeal and 
replace Obamacare. The doctors, nurses, and health care professionals here today represent 
the millions of women—millions and millions—who play a vital and indispensable role in 
Americans' health care. Unfortunately, Obamacare is making their lives so much more difficult, 
as we all know, and putting enormous barriers in the way of helping patients who we are going 
to help. We're going to get this thing done. We're going to get it figured out. It's a tough 
situation our country has been put in. It's not easy. 

Women doctors and health care leaders have changed the face of health care in America, 
saving and improving countless American lives. In 1965, only 9 percent of accepted medical 
school applicants were women—9 percent. Last year, nearly 50 percent of newly accepted 
applicants were women. Congratulations. Good job. It's a good job. Thirty-eight percent of 
physicians and surgeons are women, and that number will continue to grow. That's a big victory 
for our society, big victory for America.  

I want to also thank all of the women nurses and health care aides for their incredible 
service and dedication to our country. What you do is remarkable. Unfortunately, Obamacare 
is making it much harder for all of the doctors, nurses, and health care professionals—men and 
women alike—to do their job. As insurers flee Obamacare's broken marketplace—and it is 
broken, it's broken badly; the insurance companies are fleeing—millions of patients can no 
longer access the health care professionals the know and trust. That was "keep your doctor, 
keep your plan"—didn't work out that way. You don't get your doctor; you don't get your plan. 

So that is one of the more vital reasons why we must repeal Obamacare. It's one of the 
reasons why we're here today. 

So with that, I want to turn it over to Administrator Verma, and we'll start a meeting. 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Administrator Seema Verma. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you very much. You could probably do it and stay for this little 
while, and then, we'll clear out the room and talk, okay?  

Administrator Verma. Sounds great. 

The President. Go ahead. 
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Administrator Verma. Well, thank you, Mr. President.  

The President. Thank you. 

Administrator Verma. Appreciate it. This gentleman has been very supportive as I started 
my position at CMS, and I am very appreciative to be a part of this great health care team. 

The President. Thank you. 

Administrator Verma. And thanks to all the women that came today. It's great to see so 
many strong, professional women that are on the frontlines of healthcare. So thanks again for 
coming today. 

Obamacare has just been a broken promise. Instead of meaningful health care, we have 
higher costs, less choices, and more mandates. Right now we have the Government that's 
making decisions about our health care, not patients and not doctors. As a mother and as a 
woman, the most important thing about my health care is being able to pick out the doctor that 
I feel comfortable with, but unfortunately, with Obamacare, we have less choices. 

One-third of counties and five States only have one choice of health plan. And so that tells 
us we are not getting the choices that Americans deserve. And the problem is getting worse. 
We have even more insurers that are saying that they're going to leave the marketplace. 

And I think the other thing that concerns me is hearing from providers. Many providers 
are faced with dealing with regulations and mandates instead of focusing on high-quality care 
and spending time with their patients. They are forced to deal with regulations. 

And I came to DC because I was so concerned about the direction our health care was 
going in because of Obamacare. I want to be a part of the solution. I'm very excited about the 
American Health Care Act, if there's a vote on that tomorrow. I think this is an opportunity for 
us to finally get rid of Obamacare and move towards a system that's going to drive costs down, 
give Americans more choices, and put patients and doctors in control of their health care. 

So once again, thank you for coming today. And I look forward to hearing all the stories. 
Thank you. 

The President. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Health and Human Services Thomas E. Price. Also 
participating in the meeting were National Economic Council Director Gary D. Cohn; State 
Sens. Donna Campbell and Dawn Buckingham of Texas; Steffany Williams, chairwoman, 
Novant Health Professional Nurses Council; Lina Varela-Gonzalez, director of nursing, Novant 
Health Presbyterian Medical Center Emergency Department; and Parmis Khatibi, 
anticoagulation/antithrombotic and tobacco treatment specialist, University of California—
Irvine Medical Center. 
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