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April 20, 2017 

The President. Thank you very much. We appreciate everybody for being here. It's a historic 
day for American steel and, most importantly, for American steelworkers. Thanks, especially, to 
Secretary Wilbur Ross for helping to lead this critical effort. We've been working on it since I 
came to office and long before I came to office. We're going to fight for American workers and 
American-made steel. And that's beginning immediately. 

For decades, America has lost our jobs and our factories to unfair foreign trade. And one 
steel mill after another has been shut down, abandoned, and closed, and we're going to reverse 
that. Other countries have made a living taking advantage of the United States in so many ways, 
as you know, and I've been talking about that for a long time. 

As I traveled the country, I saw the shuttered factories and the shuttered dreams, and I 
pledged that I would take action. And I think it's probably one of the primary reasons I'm sitting 
here today as President. 

And since the day I entered office, I have followed through on that pledge, big league, 
beginning with our withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, which would have been a 
catastrophe for our businesses and for our workers. I'm very proud of that withdrawal. Some 
people say, oh, gee, I wish you didn't do that, but the smart people say, thank you, thank you, 
thank you. That would have been another NAFTA disaster. And NAFTA, believe me, was a 
disaster and continues to be a disaster for our country. 

On Tuesday, I signed an order to enforce the "buy American" laws and stop foreign 
countries from stealing contracts from American companies and, essentially, from American 
workers. 

Today I'm directing the Department of Commerce to immediately prioritize the investigation 
it began yesterday and really long before that—because Wilbur and I have been working on this 
for a long time—into foreign steel arriving into our markets and to submit a report on the effects 
of these foreign steel products on the national security of the United States. It's not just the 
pricing, it's not just employment, it also has to do with the national security of our country, which 
people never talk about. I talk about it. 

Maintaining the production of American steel is extremely important to our national security 
and our defense industrial base. Steel is critical to both our economy and our military. This is not 
an area where we can afford to become dependent on foreign countries. We have a product where 
we actually need foreign countries to be nice to us in order to fight for our people. And that's not 
going to happen any longer, believe me, especially as it comes to steel. 

This investigation will look at how steel imports are impacting United States national 
security, taking into account foreign practices such as steel dumping. Dumping is a tremendous 
problem in this country. They're dumping vast amounts of steel in our company—in our country, 
and they're really hurting not only our country, but our companies. Their targeting of American 
industry and other foreign strategies designed to undermine American industry as a whole. 

Based on the findings of this report, Secretary Wilbur Ross will make formal 
recommendations to the White House in a very, very, near future. He'll be back very soon with 
those recommendations that we will implement. 
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From now on, we're going to stand up for American jobs, workers, their security, and for 
American steel companies and companies generally. Today's action is the next vital step toward 
making America strong and prosperous once again. 

And I want to just add—I wasn't going to do this—but I was in Wisconsin the other day, and 
I want to end and add by saying that Canada, what they've done to our dairy farm workers is a 
disgrace. It's a disgrace. I spent time with some of the farmers in Wisconsin, and as you know, 
rules, regulations, different things have changed. And our farmers in Wisconsin and New York 
State are being put out of business, our dairy farmers. And that also includes what's happening 
along our northern border States with Canada, having to do with lumber and timber. 

The fact is, NAFTA—whether it's Mexico or Canada—is a disaster for our country. It's a 
disaster. It's a trading disaster. And we'll be reporting back sometime over the next 2 weeks as to 
NAFTA and what we're going to do about it. But what happened to our dairy farmers in 
Wisconsin and New York State, we're not going to let it happen. We can't let Canada or anybody 
else take advantage and do what they did to our workers and to our farmers. And again, I want to 
also just mention, included in there is lumber, timber, and energy. So we're going to have to get to 
the negotiating table with Canada very, very quickly. Again, just to tell you, this is another 
NAFTA disaster, and we're not going to let it continue onward. 

I think what I'd like to do is ask a few of the people if they'd like to—these are some of the 
great steel companies of our country. Now, some of those companies were much bigger years 
ago. U.S. Steel would be an example, and others would be examples. But they were much—these 
were the greatest companies in the world years ago. And today, they've been hurt, but they'll be 
great again. And they'll be great, I think, very soon. We're going to impose very, very strict 
regulations on unfair competition from the outside world. 

Perhaps I could ask the head of United States Steel to say a few words. 

U.S. Steel Co. Chief Executive Officer Mario Longhi. My honor, Mr. President, Mr. 
Secretary. I think the signing of this Executive order clearly demonstrates your understanding of 
the fundamental importance that our industry has, not just to the national economy, but to our 
national defense. 

The President. Thank you very much. I appreciate—anybody like to say something on behalf 
of your company or your workers? 

Nucor Corp. Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and President John J. Ferriola . I would 
just like to thank you, Mr. President and Secretary Ross, for this action to protect not only our 
industries, our employees, but frankly, our country. So thank you for this bold move. 

The President. Thank you very much. 

United Steelworkers International President Leo W. Gerard. Mr. President, on behalf of the 
workers in the industry—President of the Steelworkers Union—I have worked a long time with 
Wilbur, and we've been fighting this unfair trade for more than 30 years. Hopefully, this 
Executive order will give us the tools we need to grow our companies back and put people back 
to work.  

The President. Good.  

Mr. Gerard. And I have lots of faith that Secretary Wilbur Ross will help make that happen. 

The President. I have to say, the unions have been working with us very closely, and they've 
been great. So I appreciate that. Thank you very much. 

So we're going to sign, and this is a very important signing. And we'll be back over a period 
of the next 30 to 50 days, I would say, and maybe sooner than that. But statutorily, we probably 
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want to take a very good, strong, hard study. And we're going to do something really great for our 
industry, but in this particular case, for the steel industry. I look forward to it too. 

[At this point, the President signed the memorandum.] 

The President. So should I give this pen to labor or to steel? [Laughter] That's the big 
question. And I'm going to look at it, and they're going to be a partnership. So how about we give 
it to the union for a change? Should we do that? Come on. 

Participant. We're all on the same team. 

The President. You treat us fairly, that's all.  

Mr. Gerard. Thank you. 

The President. Okay, you treat us fairly. [Laughter] 

China/Trade 
Q. Mr. President, how will this affect your dealings with China on North Korea? Are you 

concerned that this will affect that at all? 

The President. This has nothing to do with China. This has to do with worldwide, what's 
happening. The dumping problem is a worldwide problem. 

Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Secretary of Commerce Wilbur L. Ross, Jr. 
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