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Administration of Donald J. Trump, 2017 

Remarks on Signing an Executive Order on Enforcing Statutory Prohibitions 
on Federal Control of Education and an Exchange With Reporters 
April 26, 2017 

The President. Well, thank you very much, Vice President Pence, who has done an 
absolutely outstanding job as Vice President. We very much appreciate it. 

And I want to thank also Education Secretary Betsy DeVos for spearheading our effort to 
restore State and local control of our schools. Thank you very much, Betsy. With her help, we 
are empowering those who know our students best—I would say, by far, the best, right, 
Betsy?—their parents and the teachers so that every child has the chance to succeed. 

In fact, we're proud to have some of those wonderful teachers here with us today, and 
we'd like to welcome all of them to the White House. It's a great honor. [Applause] I also—
thank you. Thank you very much. 

I also want to thank Members of Congress, local leaders, and Governors for joining us 
here today, including Governor Ivey of Alabama, a new and great Governor. She will be 
fantastic. I've been hearing about you for years in the positive way, so I'm not surprised that 
you're Governor of Alabama. Congratulations.  

Governor Kay E. Ivey of Alabama. Thank you so much, Mr. President. 

The President. Tremendous. 

Governor Branstad, who is soon going to be heading out, I suspect, to a place called 
China. [Laughter] They love him, I will tell you. They really love the soon-to-be Ambassador, 
but he also loves China. So it was a good combination. I was very happy to put it together. 
They're looking forward to seeing you. Very much so.  

Governor Terry E. Branstad of Iowa. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

The President. Thank you. Thank you, Governor.  

Governor LePage of Maine, Governor Sandoval of Nevada, Governor Herbert of Utah, 
Governor Mead of Wyoming—we want to thank you all and everyone else for being with us. 
It's really an honor to have you in the White House. 

For too long, the Federal Government has imposed its will on State and local 
governments. The result has been education that spends more and achieves far, far, far less. 
My administration has been working to reverse this Federal power grab and give power back to 
families, cities, States—give power back to localities. 

Before this administration, only one time in our Nation's history had a President signed a 
bill that used the Congressional Review Act to cancel a Federal regulation. In less than 100 
days, I have signed 13 bills such congressional resolutions to cancel Federal regulations and 
give power back to the people, and I'm very honored to have done so. I've also—[applause]. 
Thank you. 

Representative Virginia A. Foxx . Five of those have come from my committee. 

The President. That's true. As you said, five have come from your committee, that's exactly 
right.  
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Rep. Foxx. Five came from the Education and the Workforce Committee. 

The President. Good job. [Laughter] I think she's done a good job.  

I've also signed over a dozen executive actions that reverse Federal intrusion and 
empower local communities. 

The Executive order I'm signing today is another critical step to restoring local control, 
which is so important. This Executive order directs Secretary DeVos to review current Federal 
regulations and ensure that they don't obstruct the ability of States, local governments, 
teachers, and most importantly, parents, to make the best decision for their students and, in 
many cases, for their children. 

Previous administrations have wrongfully forced States and schools to comply with 
Federal whims and dictate what our kids are taught. But we know that local communities do it 
best and know it best. The time has come to empower parents and teachers to make the 
decisions that help their students achieve success. That's what this Executive order is all about. 
So important. 

Thomas Jefferson put it best when he said, "I believe the States can best govern our home 
concerns." With this Executive order and the many actions we have taken in less than 100 days, 
we are providing our States and communities with control over the matters that are most 
important to them. Together, we are going to fight to give our children the bright and beautiful 
future they deserve.  

So I want to thank you all. As you know, I'm heading over to a Senate meeting. That's a 
very important meeting. So I'll be leaving now, but I just wanted to introduce our really 
exceptional Education Secretary. She's caught on—you wouldn't believe it, all of the great 
things I'm hearing about you, Betsy. I'm very proud. So Secretary Betsy DeVos. Thank you 
very much. Thank you. 

Health Care Reform Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, would you like to see a health care vote by the end of this week? Would 
you like to see that, sir? 

The President. Always. 

Q. Always? 

Q. Mr. President, what will you tell the Senators that without your approval—— 

Q. Mr. President, can you promise the American people that your tax bill will not balloon 
the deficit? 

Secretary of Education Elisabeth P. DeVos. So it has been all of our experience, that those 
closest to the problem are best equipped to solve it. That means empowering parents, teachers, 
State and local leaders, not the Federal Government. Time and time again, we've seen that 
one-size-fits-all policies and mandates from Washington simply don't work. We can't have a 
cookie-cutter approach to education. Each State and each school have different challenges, and 
each individual student has unique needs. 

Our solutions should be as varied as the students we serve. The Every Student Succeeds 
Act was a good step in this direction, giving flexibility to States to best meet the needs of their 
communities. We're going to implement this law as Congress intended, not how the previous 
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administration dictated. When we give decision-making power back to states and communities, 
students benefit. This Executive order puts us on that track. 

So I thank the President for signing this Executive order and for his commitment to an 
education policy that puts students first. It's my honor now to introduce the Governor of the 
great State of Nevada, Brian Sandoval.  

Governor Brian E. Sandoval of Nevada. Thank you Madam Secretary and Mr. President. 

The President. Oh, it's going to be a short speech because I—I just felt I had to stay here. 
[Laughter] I know—[laughter]. 

Gov. Sandoval. It just got shorter, Mr. President. [Laughter] Yes. 

Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, my fellow Governors, Representatives, 
teachers, educators: It really is a privilege and honor to be with you all today. You know, in my 
home State of Nevada, I often say that what happens in our schools today will determine the 
future of our great State. And Mr. President, I know that your action today will empower every 
State to improve our delivery of education. Most importantly, it will allow Governors across the 
Nation to ensure that all States serve all students from all backgrounds. 

Now, as the incoming chair of the National Governors Association, I know that the 
Governors will collectively continue to act as the national voice on federalism. And as the 
leaders of education in our States, we look forward to working with this administration to 
ensure our role is reflected in Federal policy. 

Now, over time, the Department of Education's obligations have grown beyond its initial 
charge, and many well-intended acts resulted in States feeling more and more constrained by 
Federal rules. Today, Mr. President, you're signing of this Executive order will place the States 
back in the driver's seat. Thank you, sir.  

So, Mr. President, again, I'm going skip a page—[laughter]. Because your standing—
[laughter]. 

The President. Thank you. It's education for North Korea. [Laughter] I like education. 

Gov. Sandoval. This is even better than I hoped for, Mr. President. [Laughter] The Every 
Student Succeeds Act embodies the vision you have for education and the limited role of the 
Federal Government. 

Mr. President, you have changed the game for the better in the United States, and for that 
I thank you for your leadership. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

The President. This is a good one, right? Enforcing Statutory Prohibitions on Federal 
Control of Education. Doesn't get better than that, right? 

[At this point, the President signed the Executive order.] 

The President. All right, so who should get this pen? 

Participant. Virginia Foxx.  

Participant. Or a teacher from Virginia. 

The President. You want to do that? 

Rep. Foxx. One of the teachers, absolutely. 

The President. Come on. 
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Tax Reform 

Q. Mr. President, can you say to the American people that your tax plan will not balloon 
the deficit? 

The President. It's a great plan. It's going to put people back to work. 
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