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President Trump. Well, thank you very much. I greatly appreciate it. This is a beautiful 
room, I must say. I love beautiful rooms, and this is one of them. I want to thank you, 
President. And President, thank you very much. Good to see you again 

President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic of Croatia. Thank you. Good to see you too. 

President Trump. ——for hosting this historic summit. I'm honored to be here in a city 
where, as it's been said many times before, the impossible has become the possible. And thanks 
to the 11 leaders in this room, I think that the expression will become the story of this 
incredible initiative. I want to congratulate you on the great job you've done.  

This region has special significance to me because, as you know, my wife, is from Slovenia. 
Right? We spoke about it. Very good. And she loves Slovenia. 

Every one of your nations has an inspiring story. You've overcame years of oppression, and 
you all are united by the hope that your citizens will flourish, your commerce will prosper, and 
your countries will absolutely thrive. That's what's going to happen, because I know the people. 
This is the spirit of hope that brings us all together. 

We're here at this historic gathering to launch a new future for open, fair, and affordable 
energy markets that bring greater security and prosperity to all of our citizens. We are sitting 
on massive energy, and we are now exporters of energy. So one of you need energy, just give us 
a call. 

On behalf of the American people, let me say that we stand with the Three Seas nations. 
Beautiful nations, by the way. Beautiful country. We support your drive for greater prosperity 
and security. We applaud your initiative to expand infrastructure. We welcome this historic 
opportunity to deepen our economic partnership with your region. 

It's been 28 years since your brave citizens lifted the Iron Curtain and defeated 
communism, yet much of the infrastructure within Central and Eastern Europe has remained a 
relic of the old Soviet era. It's pretty incredible. Your people have been held back by the old 
roads, railways, and pipelines that still operate on restrictive systems. 

The Three Seas Initiative will transform and rebuild the entire region and ensure that 
your infrastructure, like your commitment to freedom and rule of law, binds you to all of 
Europe and, indeed, to the West. 

The United States also strongly supports the creation of the Three Seas Business Forum 
so that your countries can build cutting-edge projects with the best talent in the energy 
industry, and do so under budget and ahead of schedule. I love that sound: under budget and 
ahead of schedule. [Laughter] Nothing like it. 

New energy infrastructure is essential to this rebuilding effort. We hope that the Three 
Seas nations will advance the same goals we are working on to achieve for our people in 
America. We're doing tremendously well. Our stock market just hit an alltime high. We have, I 
think, 16 years the—in 16 years, it's the lowest unemployment rate. Our military is getting 
stronger and stronger. We're rebuilding it, adding billions and billions of dollars of new 
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equipment, the best equipment in the world. We make the best equipment in the world by far. 
We're adding many billions of dollars of brandnew equipment. 

And the United States is doing very well, very strong. We've taken off restrictions, and 
people are really moving hard. So when I say that the stock market is at an alltime high, we've 
picked up in market value almost $4 trillion since November 8, which was the election. Four 
trillion dollars, it's a lot of money. Personally, I picked up nothing, but that's all right. 
[Laughter] Everyone else is getting rich. That's okay. I'm very happy. 

Greater access to energy markets, fewer barriers to energy trade and development and 
strengthening energy security is what we're looking to do. The Three Seas Initiative has the 
potential to accomplish all of these essential objectives—and very quickly—because you have 
incredible people, and they will get it done quickly.  

I congratulate your nations for already beginning the critical projects that open us up to 
greater access, and you'll be totally open and have access to energy markets and remove 
barriers to energy trade, such as floating LNG terminal on the Croatian island of Krk. Did you 
ever hear of that? Right? [Laughter] Huh? You know all about that.  

President Grabar-Kitarovic. I can even spell it. 

President Trump. I'll bet you know all about it. [Laughter] And the Greece-Bulgaria 
Interconnector. 

These projects and many others are crucial to ensuring that your nations continue to 
diversify your energy sources, suppliers, and routes. I also applaud Bulgaria, Romania, 
Hungary, and Austria for pursuing a pipeline from the Black Sea. We just approved a big 
pipeline also, the Keystone Pipeline. It was under consideration for many, many years, and it 
was dead, and I approved it in my first day of office. And it's now under construction. And 
another pipeline besides that—big ones—Dakota Access. 

The United States is proud to see that our abundant energy resources are already helping 
the Three Seas nations achieve much-needed energy diversification. In fact, I want to take this 
opportunity to congratulate the Government and people of Poland for receiving their first 
shipment of U.S. liquefied natural gas last month. And you made a very good deal, I 
understand. 

Let me be very clear about one crucial point: The United States will never use energy to 
coerce your nations, and we cannot allow others to do so. You don't want to have a monopoly or 
a monopolistic situation. The United States is firmly committed to open, fair, and competitive 
markets for global energy trade. 

America will be a faithful and dependable partner in the export and sale of our high-
quality and low-cost energy resources and technology. We make the best technology, and we 
make the best, best technology for fighter jets and ships and equipment, military weapons. 
There's nobody even close, and that's acknowledged. All over the world, they talk about the 
greatness of our military equipment. Nobody comes close. So when you buy and as you buy 
military equipment, hopefully, you'll be thinking only of the United States. 

With the expanded trade and new infrastructure, we will unleash incredible energy 
innovation that is safe, responsible, and environmentally friendly. The United States supports a 
commonsense approach to protecting natural resources, one that responsibly balances 
economic growth, job creation, and energy security. We invite all countries to work with us to 
achieve this objective and to develop innovative technologies that empower nations around the 



3 

world to be faithful stewards of their natural resources, while lifting millions out of poverty and 
into great and beautiful futures. 

The Three Seas Initiative will not only empower your people to prosper, but it will ensure 
that your nations remain sovereign, secure, and free from foreign coercion. The Three Seas 
nations will stand stronger than they ever have stood before. When your nations are strong, all 
the free nations of Europe are stronger, and the West becomes stronger as well. Together, our 
Nation and yours can bring greater peace, prosperity, and safety to all of our people. 

This summit ushers in the next great energy frontier. This is largely about energy, because 
we are that great exporter. We've just become—what's going on in our country is incredible, 
and I hope you take advantage of it by using these resources. 

I'm thrilled to join you today, and I want everyone to know that the United States supports 
your bold efforts. These projects will improve countless lives across the region and throughout 
the world. America will be your strongest ally and steadfast partner in this truly historic 
initiative. 

So congratulations to everybody. And we stand ready, willing, and able to help with your 
energy needs and other needs as they come along. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. at the Royal Castle. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Andrzej Duda of Poland, who introduced the President. 
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