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Administration of Donald J. Trump, 2017 

Remarks During a Tour of the Texas Department of Public Safety Emergency 
Operations Center in Austin, Texas 
August 29, 2017 

The President. Well, first of all, I want to thank Governor Abbott. This has been an 
experience, really, like, unfortunately, we've never had before. There's never been anything 
like this. But it's showing some tremendous love and coordination, and so many things are 
coming out in Texas. And I will tell you, the whole country, the whole world, is really seeing 
and gaining such respect for everybody. And the job you have done is incredible. What you've 
done is, under circumstances—I said before the word "epic" and "historic." These are words 
used to describe this monster known as Harvey. 

But the job you've done is really special. And I said, let's fly over, let's see these great 
people, the nerve center. You're really the nerve center. And we appreciate it very much, and 
millions of people appreciate it, that I can tell you. But the world is watching, and the world is 
very impressed with what you're doing. 

So I just want to thank you on behalf of myself, the First Lady, the Governor. Nim, you 
have been incredible, working with our man. Come on. Come here. [Laughter] 

[At this point, the President shook the hand of Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Administrator W. Brock Long.] 

He's doing okay, right? [Laughter] Huh? 

Texas Division of Emergency Management Chief W. Nim Kidd. I give him an A-plus.  

[The President then shook Chief Kidd's hand.] 

Chief Kidd. He gets an A-plus. [Laughter] 

Administrator Long. Long way to go. 

The President. He's doing great. But FEMA has been just working along with everybody. 
And the coordination, I think as much as anything else, everybody is talking about it. The 
coordination has been beautiful to watch. 

So to the two of you in particular, I want to say congratulations. Thank you very much for 
everything. And go out and do it. It's going to be long term; it's not going to be a quick one. It's 
going to be long term. But we appreciate it very much. Thank you. 

Chief Kidd. Thank you. Yes. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. 
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