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Remarks at a "Make America Great Again" Rally in Youngstown, Ohio 
July 25, 2017 

The President. Thank you, Melania. America loves our First Lady. Thank you. I am thrilled 
to be back in the great State of Ohio, right here with the incredible men and women of 
Youngstown. What an amazing few days it's been. 

On Saturday, I was in Virginia with thousands of brave men and women of the United States 
military. Do we love the United States military? We commissioned the newest, largest, and most 
advanced aircraft carrier in the history of our Nation—the USS Gerald R. Ford—into the great 
American fleet.  

Then, yesterday I was in West Virginia with almost 50,000 of our most impressive young 
Americans. They are young men who learn to cherish words like duty, honor, God, and country: 
the Boy Scouts.  

Then, only a few hours ago, the Senate approved a vote to begin debating the repealing and 
replacing the Obamacare disaster. Finally. You think that's easy? [Laughter] That's not easy. 
We're now one step closer to liberating our citizens from this Obamacare nightmare and 
delivering great health care for the American people. We're going to do that too.  

And now tonight I'm back in the center of the American heartland, far away from the 
Washington swamp, to spend time with thousands of true American patriots.  

Audience members. Drain the swamp! Drain the swamp! Drain the swamp! 

The President. We have spent the entire week celebrating with the hardworking men and 
women who are helping us make America great again. I'm here this evening to cut through the 
fake news filter and to speak straight to the American people. 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. Fake news. Fake, fake, fake news. 

Audience members. CNN sucks! CNN sucks! CNN sucks! 

The President. Boy, oh boy, what people. Is there any place that's more fun, more exciting, 
and safer than a Trump rally? [Applause] True, true. 

[At this point, a protester was removed from the audience.] 

The President. Where the hell did he come from? [Laughter] Wow. 

Audience members. Trump! Trump! Trump! 

The President. This has been a difficult week for the media because I force them to travel 
with us all around the country and spend time with tens of thousands of proud Americans who 
believe in defending our values, our culture, our borders, our civilization, and our great American 
way of life. Everyone in this arena is united. They're loving, and you know that. Do we know 
that? Everyone. United by their love for this country and their loyalty to one another; their loyalty 
to its people. And we want people to come into our country who can love us and cherish us and 
be proud of America and the American flag. 

We believe that schools should teach our children to have pride in our history and respect for 
that great American flag. We all believe in the rule of law, and we support the incredible men and 
women of law enforcement. Thank you. Thank you for being here.  
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We celebrate our military and believe the American Armed Forces are the greatest force for 
peace and justice in the history of the world. And by the way, they're getting a lot greater, fast. A 
lot greater. You saw our budget. We're ordering billions and billions of dollars of new ships and 
new planes and equipment for our great soldiers. We are building it up. There has rarely been a 
time where we needed the protection of our incredible military more than right now, right here. 
And that's what we're going to do.  

We believe in freedom, self-government, and individual rights. We cherish and defend—
thank you, it looks like it's in very good shape—our Second Amendment. Congratulations. Yes, 
our Second Amendment is very, very sound again. That would have been gone-zo. It would have 
been gone. But I never had a doubt. We support the Constitution of the United States and believe 
that judges should interpret the Constitution as written and not make up new meaning for what 
they read.  

And finally, we believe that family and faith—not government and bureaucracy—are the 
foundation of our society. You've heard me say it before on the campaign trail, and I'll say it 
again tonight: In America, we don't worship government, we worship God.  

Tonight we're going to set aside the cynics and the critics, because we know exactly why 
they are so angry and so bitter. Day by day, week by week, we are restoring our Government's 
allegiance to its people, to its citizens, to the people that we all love. We are keeping our promises 
to the people. And yes, we are putting—finally, finally, finally—we are putting America first.  

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

The President. After years and years of sending our jobs and our wealth to other countries, 
we are finally standing up for our workers and for our companies. After spending billions of 
dollars defending other nations' borders, we are finally defending our borders.  

Audience members. Build that wall! Build that wall! Build that wall! 

The President. Don't even think about it. We will build the wall. Don't even think about it. 

I watch the media as they say, "Well, he just had some fun during the campaign on the wall." 
That wasn't fun, folks. We're building that wall, and walls do work, and we're going to have great 
people coming to our country, but we're not going to put ourselves through the problems that 
we've had for so many years.  

After decades of rebuilding foreign nations, we are finally going to rebuild our Nation. 

[There was a disruption in the audience.] 

They're pointing to a protestor. Honestly, if you don't point, nobody is even going to know 
he's here. Weak voice. Weak voice. Don't worry. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

[A protester was removed from the audience.] 

Boy, he's a young one. He's going back home to mommy. [Laughter] Oh, is he in trouble. 
He's in trouble. He's in trouble. And I'll bet his mommy voted for us, right?  

By the way, so this morning, I'm watching Fox News. And they had some people on, and 
these were Democrats that voted for Trump, and they've had this on. And so far, if anything, 
they've gotten even more committed. But they had a man on this morning—— 

Audience members. Boo! 
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The President. They had a man on this morning who was a Democrat his whole life. He 
voted as a Democrat. But he voted for—I say "us," I don't say "me"—he voted for us in the last 
election, 2016. 

And they said to him, so if the election were held now, again, what would you do? And he 
effectively said, man, would I vote for Trump again even faster.  

So his name is Geno DiFabio. And where is Geno? Geno, get over here, Geno. Whoa! Geno 
DiFabio! 

Audience members. Geno! Geno! Geno! 

Youngstown, OH, resident Geno DiFabio. Can I? 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. DiFabio. You know, anybody who knows me, friends of mine, people who love me—
it's worse for them. [Laughter] But they know how it's been since President Trump started 
running for the—with the election. How much I supported this guy, how much I love this guy. I 
said, this guy has got something. He's the real deal. Everybody else—[applause]—everybody else 
came and they said, "Oh, we're going to fight for you. We're fighting for you." 

[Mr. DiFabio continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

Thank you, sir. I can't tell you, sir, I can't tell you how honored I am. It's an absolute honor. 
Thank you, sir. 

The President. You are fantastic. Thank you, Geno. 

Audience members. Geno! Geno! Geno! 

The President. Thank you, Geno. What a man. I watched him this morning. I said, we’ve got 
to find this guy. He's just a great person. Always a Democrat, now it's gone. 

And I'll tell you what, I rode through your beautiful roads coming up from the airport. 
[Laughter] And I was looking at some of those big, once incredible job-producing factories. And 
my wife Melania, said, "What happened?" I said, those jobs have left Ohio. They're all coming 
back. They're all coming back. Coming back. Don't move. Don't sell your house. Don't sell your 
house. 

Remember, I got a lot of credit—this is hard to believe, but the press gave me a lot of credit 
because a number of years ago I said, this is the time to buy a house, during one of my speeches. I 
said, go out and buy. And they did this big story—it got all over—that Trump predicted. Let me 
tell you folks in Ohio and of this area: Don't sell your house. Don't sell your house. Do not sell it. 
We're going to get those values up. We're going to get those jobs coming back, and we're going to 
fill up those factories or rip them down and build brand new ones. So it's going to happen.  

We're going to have it so that Americans can once again speak the magnificent words of 
Alexander Hamilton: "Here, the people govern." Political correctness for me is easy. Sometimes 
they say, he doesn't act Presidential. And I say, hey look, great schools, smart guy—it's so easy to 
act Presidential. But that's not going to get it done. In fact, I said—it's much easier, by the way, to 
act Presidential than what we are doing here tonight, believe me. And I said—[applause]—and I 
said, with the exception of the late, great Abraham Lincoln, I can be more Presidential than any 
President that has ever held this office. That I can tell you. It's real easy.  

But sadly, we have to move a little faster than that. We will never be beholden to the 
lobbyists or the special interests. We will never be silenced by the media. I want to protect 
America, and I want to protect the citizens of America. Your hopes are my hopes. Your dreams 
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are my dreams. I've had a great successful career. I built a great, great business. This is the only 
thing that matters. This is the only thing that matters. There is nothing else.  

Your future is what I'm fighting for each and every day. Here is just a small sample of what 
we have accomplished in just our first 6 months in office. And I'll say this—and, you know they 
always like to say, well, I don't know. But I think that, with few exceptions, no President has done 
anywhere near what we've done in his first 6 months. Not even close. But they don't let you 
know. They don't want to write about it, that unemployment last month hit a 16-year low. Since 
my election, we've added much more than 1 million jobs. Think of that.  

And remember, I came in—and some people said, don't say that. I'd say, what do you have 
to lose? I talked about the inner city, and I talked about the crime and the problems and the lack 
of education. And I talked to my African American friends, and I said, vote for me, what the hell 
do you have to lose? Remember that? The Hispanic, the African American, the inner cities. 

So now, it just came out, African Americans and teenagers are enjoying their lowest 
unemployment since just after the turn of the millennium. That's pretty good, right? We've 
eliminated burdensome regulations at record speed, and many, many more are coming off. And, 
boy, have we put those coal miners and coal back on the map. You've seen that, huh? And all 
other forms of energy. 

We've achieved a historic increase in defense spending to get our troops the support they so 
richly deserve. We have signed new legislation to hold Federal workers accountable for the care 
they provide to our great, great veterans. Veterans Accountability Act—they've been trying to get 
that done for many, many, many years, even decades. And you understand why it was tough. But 
we got it done. In fact, our Secretary is with us tonight, David Shulkin. And we have some just 
incredible people here tonight, some of whom you've already met. But the job they're doing for 
the vets—having to do with choice, having to do with doctors, having to do with not having to 
wait on line for days and days and days and getting sicker and sicker and sicker, where you could 
be taken care of immediately—now you go out and you see a doctor.  

To protect American jobs and workers, I withdrew the United States from both the Trans-
Pacific Partnership potential disaster and the job-killing Paris climate accord. Believe me. And if 
we don't negotiate a great deal with Mexico and Canada, we will terminate NAFTA, and we'll 
start all over again.  

You remember when I was in Youngstown, I said we will either renegotiate NAFTA, or 
we'll terminate it. So let's see what happens. But we're right now negotiating with the heads of 
Mexico—good man, the President—and the Prime Minister of Canada, good man. Let's see what 
happens. But we will no longer be the foolish people. We will no longer be the stupid people that 
get taken care of so badly by our politicians, because they don't know what they're doing.  

We will always work with our friends and partners, but we will never again sacrifice Ohio 
jobs, or jobs from any State in our Union, to enrich other countries, which has been what is 
happening to this country.  

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

The President. And, by the way, while we're on it, the Iran deal, which may be the single-
worst deal I've ever seen drawn by anybody. 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. If that deal doesn't conform to what it's supposed to conform to, there's going 
to be big, big problems for them. That I can tell you. You're going to see that. Believe me. You 
would have thought when that deal was made by Secretary Kerry—may be the worst negotiator 
I've ever seen—you would have thought that Iran would have said, "Thank you, United States, we 
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can't believe you gave us between $100 and $150 billion," when they were ready to fail. "We 
can't believe you gave us $1.7 billion in cash." You know what that looks like? You would have 
thought they would have said, "Thank you, United States, we really love you very much." 
Instead, they've become emboldened. That won't take place much longer.  

The great President from the State of Ohio, William McKinley—and you know William 
McKinley? Does anybody know who the hell he is, huh? Do you know who he is? William 
McKinley understood that when America protects our workers and industries, we "open up a 
higher and better destiny for our people." We don't protect our people. We don't protect. Trade 
comes in, goods come in. 

I was with Harley-Davidson, a great company from Wisconsin. Who has a Harley-
Davidson? A lot of—they came to the White House, and they said to me, "Yes, it's tough going 
outside of the United States. We're doing great in the United States, but when we sell a 
motorcycle to certain countries, we have as much as a 100 percent tax to pay." And I said, tell me, 
when they sell back to us, meaning reciprocal—so when they sell back to us, what tax do we 
charge them? The answer is zero! 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. Those days are going to be over very soon. Unfortunately, like everything 
else, there are so many restrictions on doing what's right for our country. There is so much 
redtape. But don't worry, we're getting through it. The redtape—you'd think we could just do it. 
Wouldn't you think you could say, hey, you charge us a hundred percent, we're going to charge 
you a hundred percent? Then either you'll get the money or you'll both drop it, right? We can't do 
that. We've got to go back to Congress, who, other than health care today, has made some very 
bad deals, okay? 

So we're going to start enriching our country. We're going to start bringing back our jobs. 
And we will be fools no longer, folks. We'll be fools no longer.  

Every single President on Mount Rushmore—now, here's what I do. I'd ask whether or not 
you think I will someday be on Mount Rushmore, but no—[applause]—but here's the problem: If 
I did it, joking—totally joking, having fun—the fake news media will say, "He believes he should 
be on Mount Rushmore." 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. So I won't say it, okay? I won't say it. But every President—they'll say it 
anyway. You watch tomorrow. "Trump thinks he should be on Mount Rushmore." Isn't that 
terrible? What a group. What a dishonest group of people, I tell you. 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. And you know, the funny thing is that you'd think they'd want to see our 
country be great again. You would really think so. But they don't. Someday they'll explain it to 
me why. 

Every President on Mount Rushmore believed in protecting American industry. We have to 
protect our industry. And now we are going to start. We are reclaiming our heritage as a 
manufacturing nation again.  

Bob Kraft, the owner of the New England Patriots—I don't know if you like New England, 
but they have a hell of a team. 

Audience members. Boo! 
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The President. That's all right. That's okay. But he came to the Oval Office, and he brought a 
sheet with him that just came out: Manufacturing enthusiasm in the United States is at an alltime 
high. Isn't that great? To me that's so great. Because we're going to bring back our jobs, bring 
back our wealth. And we are going to bring back our dreams. And we are going to bring back, 
once again, our sovereignty as a nation.  

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

The President. Since I took office, we have cut illegal immigration on our southern border 
by record numbers—78 percent.  

Audience members. Build that wall! Build that wall! Build that wall! 

The President. Record, record numbers. And, in fact, the ICE folks—I'll tell you what—and 
the Border Patrol police, they are phenomenal people. They're working with General Kelly. And 
just so you understand, we've already started fixing much of the good wall that's already there. 
We've already started fixing. 

But we are breaking records. And it was actually told to me the other day by somebody in 
Mexico, that's very high up, said, it's incredible, because their southern border is getting very little 
traffic. Nobody is coming anymore because they know they can't get through our southern border. 
So they don't even come.  

Never again will America surrender the security of our people, the safety of our 
communities, or the sovereignty of our Nation. We are cracking down hard on the foreign 
criminal gangs that have brought illegal drugs, violence, horrible bloodshed to peaceful 
neighborhoods all across our country. 

We are throwing MS–13 the hell out of here so fast. You know, we're actually—hard to 
believe that we're talking about our great country—we are actually liberating towns and cities. 
We are liberating. People are screaming from their windows, "Thank you, thank you," to the 
Border Patrol and to General Kelly's great people that come in and grab these thugs and throw 
them the hell out. We're liberating our towns, and we're liberating our cities. Can you believe we 
have to do that?  

Audience members. Throw them out! Throw them out! Throw them out! 

The President. Earlier this year, Immigration and Customs Enforcement conducted the 
largest single raid on transnational gangs in the history of our country. We are dismantling and 
destroying the bloodthirsty criminal gangs. And, well, I will just tell you this, we're not doing it in 
a politically correct fashion. We're doing it rough. Our guys are rougher than their guys.  

I asked one of our great generals, how tough are our people? How tough are they? He said, 
"Sir, you don't want to know about it." [Laughter] Then I saw one guy come out, a customs 
officer—he was a monster. And I said, so, General, you think I could take that guy in a fight? He 
said, "Mr. President, sir, I don't even want to think about it." And I said, you're right, actually. 

We have tough people. Our people are tougher than their people. Our people are tougher and 
stronger and meaner and smarter than the gangs. One by one, we're finding the illegal gang 
members, drug dealers, thieves, robbers, criminals, and killers, and we're sending them the hell 
back home where they came from. And once they are gone, we will never let them back in, 
believe me.  

The predators and criminal aliens who poison our communities with drugs and prey on 
innocent young people—these beautiful, beautiful innocent young people—will find no safe 
haven anywhere in our country.  
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And you've seen the stories about some of these animals. They don't want to use guns 
because it's too fast and it's not painful enough. So they'll take a young, beautiful girl—16, 15—
and others, and they slice them and dice them with a knife, because they want them to go through 
excruciating pain before they die. And these are the animals that we've been protecting for so 
long. Well, they're not being protected any longer, folks.  

And that is why my administration is launching a nationwide crackdown on sanctuary cities. 
American cities should be sanctuaries for law-abiding Americans, for people that look up to the 
law, for people that respect the law—not for criminals and gang members that we want the hell 
out of our country.  

Sanctuary cities legislation has passed the House along with Kate's Law—named for Kate 
Steinle, who was brutally killed by a five-time deported illegal immigrant. We are asking the 
Senate to vote on sanctuary cities and Kate's Law legislation. We've got to get it passed.  

The Trump administration has the backs of our ICE officers, our Border Patrol agents, and 
yes, our great police officers, and we have their backs 100 percent. We're going to also protect 
them like they protect us.  

This month in Chicago, there have been more than two homicide victims per day. What the 
hell is going on in Chicago? Better tell that mayor to get tough, because it's not working what 
they're doing. We are going to get criminals off our streets, and we are going to make America 
safe again. We also strongly believe that our borders must always be closed to terrorism and 
extremism. We don't want radical Islamic terrorists in our country. We've seen the total 
devastation in Europe, and we've seen the murderous attacks from New York to Boston to San 
Bernardino. 

Exactly 1 year ago next month, I came right here to Youngstown to deliver a major address 
on how my administration would protect our country from terrorism and radical Islamic 
terrorism. We only want to admit those into our country who share our values, who love our 
people, and who always will love our people. We don't want people coming into our country who 
have bad intentions even before they start.  

We also believe that those seeking to immigrate into our country should be able to support 
themselves financially and should not be able to use welfare for themselves or their household for 
a period of at least 5 years.  

As we speak, we are working with two wonderful Senators, Tom Cotton and David Perdue, 
to create a new immigration system for America. Instead of today's low-skill system—just a 
terrible system where anybody comes in; people that have never worked, people that are 
criminals—anybody comes in. We want a merit-based system: one that protects our workers, our 
taxpayers, and one that protects our economy. 

We want it merit based. We want people that worked really hard in their country and that are 
going to come into our country and work really, really hard. We don't want people that come into 
our country and immediately go on welfare and stay there for the rest of their lives. We're not 
going to do it.  

We are working every single day to move the legislation that serves the interests of the 
American people. As we discussed earlier, at the very top of the list is health care reform. 

With Obamacare, the Washington obstructionists—meaning Democrats—made big promises 
to the American people, and every single promise they made turned out to be a lie. "You can have 
your doctor, you can have your plan." Do you remember? Twenty-eight times. "You can have 
your doctor, you can have your plan." I know Democrats that heard that, and they would have 
never voted for it. But they voted because they believed the lies of President Obama. 
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Audience members. Boo! 

The President. For 7 years, every Republican running for office promised to repeal and 
replace this disastrous law. Now they must keep their promise.  

The Senate is working not only to repeal Obamacare, but to deliver great health care for the 
American people. Any Senator who votes against repeal and replace is telling America that they 
are fine with the Obamacare nightmare. And I predict they'll have a lot of problems. 

In West Virginia, recent premiums have gone up 169 percent since Obamacare went into 
effect. In Alaska, over 200 percent. And the deductibles have gone through the roof. You'll never 
even get to use it. In Missouri, premiums have shot up 145 percent under Obamacare. In 
Pennsylvania, the cost of Obamacare insurance has more than doubled, and the coverage has 
become horrific. It's time for Democrats to stop resisting. That's their term—"resist, resist." 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. They have to do, finally, what's right for the American people, but probably 
we'll do it ourselves, because today we won 51 to 50 and didn't get one Democrat vote. Think of 
that.  

My administration is working every single day to heed and honor the will of the voters. That 
includes working on one of the biggest tax cuts in American history. And actually, if I get what I 
want, it will be the single biggest tax cut in American history. We have the highest taxes 
anywhere in the world, and this will really bring them down to one of the lowest. And we really 
have no choice. We will have growth. We will have everything that we've dreamed of having. 

It's time to let Americans keep more of their own money. It's time to bring new companies to 
our shores and to create a new era of growth, prosperity, and wealth. We want millions of 
Americans to be lifted from welfare to work, and from dependence to independence.  

One of the ways we will put more Americans to work is by rebuilding our Nation's 
crumbling infrastructure. That is why I have called on legislators to pass a bill that generates $1 
trillion in new infrastructure investments. We're going to fix our roads, our bridges, our tunnels, 
our airports. We are going to fix all of the things that once made us great. And we're going to use 
American iron, American steel, American aluminum. 

We will buy American, and we will hire, finally, American. We want once again to have the 
best infrastructure, the best schools, the best jobs, the best factories, and we want products that 
proudly carry the label, "Made in the U.S.A."  

We want this country that we love so much—America—to be strong, proud, and free, which 
means America must also be united. Because when America is united, America is totally 
unstoppable. Although, I'll be totally honest with you, even if it's not united, we're unstoppable. 
So don't worry about it. We're going to be unstoppable either way, but it would be nice, wouldn't 
it? 

Our small differences are nothing compared to our common history, common values, and 
common future. We share one heart, one home, and one glorious destiny. Now it is up to us to 
preserve the birthright of freedom and justice, the birthright of prosperity that our ancestors won 
for us with their sweat—with their sweat, with their blood, with their work, with their muscle, 
with their brain. They won it for us, and we're going to make it bigger and better and stronger 
than it ever was before.  

It's time to look past the old divisions, the tired—really tired—politicians, and the stale 
debates of the past, and to finally come together as one nation, under God.  
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We have no choice. We cannot, and never will, back down. We will never ever give up. We 
cannot fail. And if we remember what unites us, then I promise you, we will not fail. We cannot 
fail. We will make America strong again. We will make America wealthy again. We will make 
America proud again. We will make America safe again. And we will make America great again. 

Thank you, God bless you, God bless the State of Ohio. Thank you, everyone.  

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:15 p.m. at the Covelli Centre. In his remarks, he 
referred to President Enrique Peña Nieto of Mexico; Prime Minister Justin P.J. Trudeau of 
Canada; former Secretary of State John F. Kerry; Secretary of Homeland Security John F. Kelly; 
Juan Francisco Lopez Sanchez, who is accused in the murder of Kathryn Steinle in San 
Francisco, CA, on July 1, 2015; and Mayor Rahm I. Emanuel of Chicago, IL. He also referred to 
H.R. 3003 and H.R. 3004. The transcript, prepared for immediate release by the Office of the 
Press Secretary, was received by the Office of the Federal Register on September 22 and also 
included the remarks of the First Lady and Mr. DiFabio. 
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