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The President. Okay, thank you very much. And I want to thank Secretary Shulkin, 
Secretary Nielsen, and Deputy Secretary Shanahan for joining us as we take yet another historic 
step to make sure of our incredible veterans—and that they're taking care of—that they're being 
taken care of in a proper manner. So important. We want them to get the highest care and the care 
that they so richly deserve, and I've been working very hard on that with David and with all—
with everybody. It's something that is a top priority. 

We're also honored to be joined by Acting National Director of Suicide Prevention, Dr. 
Franklin, and three veterans who now work supporting their fellow veterans at the VA, all experts 
and tremendous people. 

We've already made tremendous strides in delivering for our veterans, including passage of 
long-awaited veterans accountability legislation—one of the things I'm most proud of. For many 
years, they tried to pass veterans accountability, and they couldn't do it; they failed. And after 
almost 40 years, we got it passed. And now, when somebody doesn't do the job over at the VA, 
we fire that person. When somebody is bad to our great veterans, even sadistically bad, we fire 
those people, get them out, and go after them. 

And we have a creation of a 24-hour veterans hotline. And these were two of my campaign 
promises. But getting—to me, getting the veterans accountability legislation passed, done through 
the House, through the Senate, and I signed it was a big moment for the veterans. 

In a few moments, we'll sign a new Executive order that directs the Department of Defense, 
Homeland Security, and Veterans Affairs to develop, in the next 60 days, a joint action plan for 
improving the availability of lifesaving mental health services for our veterans. A lot of focus on 
our veterans, and they're the people we should be focusing on, along with everybody else. But we 
really put a very great deal of focus on our veterans. Great, great people. 

The joint action plan will describe concrete actions we must take to ensure every single 
veteran who needs mental health and suicide prevention services will receive them immediately 
upon their separation from military service. They get out of the military, and they had nobody to 
talk to, nobody to speak to. And it's been a very sad situation, but we're taking care of them. 

We will not rest until all of America's great veterans receive the care they have earned 
through their incredible service and sacrifice to our country. And, again, I want to thank David 
Shulkin. I want to thank everybody behind me and everybody on that side of the room for having 
done such an incredible job. 

I'm honored to be at the forefront of the greatest strides ever made at the VA for our 
veterans, and it's not even close. And it has been so adjudged.  

So thank you all very much, I appreciate it. Thank you. 

We just had a very good meeting, I might add, on DACA, and I think the results are going to 
be terrific. But we had a very good meeting. 

I will sign this. And, David, who am I giving this pen to? 

Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen M. Nielsen. David. 
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The President. Huh? How about David? 

Secretary Nielsen. Yes. 

The President. [Laughter] We give it to David, right? Is that all right? 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs David J. Shulkin. That would be great. 

The President. So this is supporting our veterans during their transition from uniformed 
service to civilian life, taking some of their difficulty away. 

[At this point, the President signed the Executive order.] 

The President. This to me is a very important bill. Thank you very much. Thank you. I think 
this should go to David. 

Secretary Shulkin. Thank you. 

[The President handed the pen to Secretary Shulkin.] 

The President. You're doing a great job. We appreciate you. 

Secretary Shulkin. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you very much. Go ahead, please. 

Secretary Shulkin. Mr. President, as you know, at the Department of Veteran Affairs, 
preventing veteran suicide is our top priority. And something you talked about in the campaign 
and you and I have talked about many times since, twenty veterans a day are taking their life 
through a suicide, something that's just totally unacceptable. 

So under your leadership, with this Executive order, we're taking an unprecedented action 
today in that we will be covering all separating military members who are transitioning into 
civilian life—100 percent of them—with a mental health benefit for 12 months. 

[Secretary Shulkin made brief remarks, concluding as follows.] 

So starting March 9, this is a reality for our country's veterans that they will have this mental 
health coverage. So thank you very much. 

The President. Thank you very much. I'm very happy to have helped, and I think our 
veterans, above all else, are happy. They are—the strides that we've made at the VA have been—I 
don't know if they've been reported very much. You could tell me better than me. I haven't seen 
as much as we should see, but I will tell you every time I talk to somebody, they're thanking us—
all of us as a group—for what we've done for the Veterans Administration. 

Thank you all very much for being here. Thank you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick M. Shanahan; Keita M. Franklin, Acting National 
Director for Suicide Prevention, and Alfred Ozanian, Assistant Deputy Director, Office of Mental 
Health Operations, Veterans Health Administration; and Rennie Vazquez, Deputy Director, and 
Sandra Barnes, Assistant Director for Plans and Policy, Defense Suicide Prevention Office at the 
Department of Defense. The transcript released by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the full remarks of Secretary Shulkin. 
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