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My fellow Americans, protecting the safety and well-being of American citizens is my 

highest duty as President. Yet lawless sanctuary jurisdictions are nullifying Federal law, 

obstructing immigration enforcement, and releasing thousands of criminal aliens into U.S. 

communities to prey on innocent victims. It's absolutely terrible. 

For example, in recent days, San Francisco officials denied ICE's request to turn over a 

criminal alien with a prior conviction for battery and a charge for driving under the influence. In 

another city in California, local law enforcement recently denied ICE's request to turn over a 

criminal alien convicted of sexual battery who had a history of domestic violence, a truly violent 

person. 

And last week, the mayor of Oakland warned criminal aliens of a coming ICE enforcement 

action, giving them time to scatter and hide from authorities. The mayor's conduct directly 

threatened the safety of Federal immigration officers and the law-abiding Americans in her 

community. 

The State of California is sheltering dangerous criminals in a brazen and lawless attack on 

our constitutional system of government. Every State in our Union is subject to the laws and 

Constitution of the United States, including California. Yet California's leaders are in open 

defiance of Federal law. They don't care about crime. They don't care about death and killings. 

They don't care about robberies. They don't care about the kind of things that you and I care 

about. 

In other recent cases, New York authorities released illegal aliens who were previously 

charged with assault, criminal possession of a weapon, possession of poisonous drugs, and 

strangling a person. In each case, New York officials had refused to turn these dangerous illegal 

aliens over to ICE or notify ICE about their release with enough time for them to be safely 

arrested. Just this week, the city of Denver refused ICE's request to turn over a criminal illegal 

alien charged with vehicular homicide for killing another driver in a horrific hit-and-run. 

Sanctuary jurisdictions are the best friend of smugglers, gang members, drug dealers, human 

traffickers, killers, and other violent offenders. We want our cities to be sanctuaries for 

Americans, not safe havens for criminals. That is why I am calling on Congress to block funds for 

jurisdictions that shield dangerous criminals. 

It is time to end the bloodshed brought about by reckless sanctuary policies, and it's time to 

save American lives and American cities. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately 4 p.m. on March 9 in the Roosevelt Room at 

the White House. In the address, the President referred to Mayor Elizabeth B. "Libby" Schaaf of 

Oakland, CA. 
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