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The President. That's good music, isn't it? [Laughter] Well, thank you all for being here. 
And I don't know if you know, but your State is doing very well. West Virginia—[applause]—
Big Jim is doing a good job. Much better since he turned Republican too. [Laughter] Nobody like 
him. I know him for a long time. He's a friend of my boys, and he's doing a great job as Governor. 
So thank you very much, Jim. Appreciate it. And we're on television nationwide talking about 
that, Jim. That's pretty good. Huh? 

Governor James C. Justice II of West Virginia. Just keep talking about me. [Laughter] 

The President. And he's definitely the biggest Governor too. Right? [Laughter] And we'll 
take that also. Thanks, Jim. 

But it's wonderful to be back in West Virginia. It was a very special place during the election 
for me. It was not even close. Was it? Huh? [Laughter] A lot of things have happened with your 
coal and a lot of other things that you're doing in West Virginia. But they've all happened for the 
positive. 

And actually, you're one of the most successful now—percentage-wise, you're one of the 
most successful—in the Nation. And I could not say that during the election. Right? Before we 
got elected, it was not doing so well. And a lot of factors, but we got it going. And I'm very proud 
of it, because you are very, very special people, that I can tell you. I want to thank—Thank you. 
Nice hat. Look at that beautiful hat. 

I want to thank Jim and Attorney General Patrick Morrisey and Senator Shelley Moore 
Capito. 

Senator Shelley Moore Capito. Thank you. 

The President. Hello, Shelley. Congressman Jenkins, Alex Mooney, David McKinley for 
being here today. They're all here. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

So now, once again, you see that America is open for business. The numbers are fantastic. 
The results are really incredible, what's happening. We're being talked about all over the world. 
One of the big things is our tax cuts. You know, they used to call it tax reform, and for 40 years, 
they couldn't pass anything, and they didn't know why. I said, "How's it hard to pass tax cuts?" 
Turned out it was not that hard. [Laughter] It was not easy. 

But we changed the name. I said, let's—because being a person that's only been doing this 
for 2½   years, I said: "Don't use the word 'reform.' Use the word 'tax cut.'" Because when you talk 
about tax reform, that could mean your taxes are going up. And your taxes went down. They went 
down a lot. 

And I always tell the Republican politicians, because they—the Democrats have a problem. I 
mean, if you look at your Senator, he voted against—Joe—he voted against. 

Audience members. Boo! 

The President. No, it was bad. I thought he would be helpful, because he talks. Grabs me; I 
grab him. Says hello; I say hello. But he votes against everything. And he voted against our tax 
cuts. And that was bad. And he voted—he also voted against medical help and health care. And 
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that's bad, and we can't have it. So you know, it's one of those things. And he does other things 
that I don't like, I'll be honest with you. [Laughter] He does other things. 

So you know, you're going to have a chance—[applause]—you're going to have a chance to 
get a Senator that's going to vote our program. It's going to help you in so many different ways. 
And you're not getting that help right now. 

I mean, we didn't get one Democrat vote for tax cuts. And when you think about it, it was 
more than tax cuts, because we got rid of the individual mandate. When you get rid of the 
individual mandate—that was a disaster. That was the most unpopular aspect of Obamacare. This 
is where you have the privilege of paying a lot of money in order to not to have to pay for health 
care. [Laughter] Right? That's not too good. And we got it out in our tax cut plan. 

And we also got ANWR—energy. Big energy. We're—I'm into the world of energy, as you 
know. And nobody does it better than you folks. So it's very important to me. 

But it's really great to be here. We're going to have a discussion on how to get the country 
moving even more so. You know, you probably saw that, for many years, no President wanted to 
go against China, economically. And we're going to do it. We had a trade deficit of almost $500 
billion last year with China. And I have great respect for the President of China, President Xi. 
He's a friend of mine, and I'm a friend of his. And I like him a lot. But he's representing China, 
and I'm representing the United States of America. 

And it was time that we did something. We can't continue to have—I spoke with Jim just 
coming in, and he's—Jim is a great businessman—and he said, "You're right." Because we can't 
continue to allow this to happen, where hundreds of billions of dollars is taken out of our country 
and our system; where if they make a car, they sell it here, it's 2½  -percent tax. If we make a car 
and try and get it into China, number one, they won't take it. But if they did, it's 25-percent tax. 
So they pay 2½  ; we pay 25. They don't even want to take it. That doesn't sound so good. 

But it's all like that. And we have our intellectual property, and a lot of people don't 
understand what that means. And it doesn't matter if you understand it or not. You understand the 
concept of being taken advantage of, and we can't be taken advantage of any longer. 

So we're at a point where we had to do this. Our economy is strong. Our jobs are great. 
We're going to come out with numbers on Friday that, hopefully, are going to be fantastic 
numbers. Companies are doing really well, and you have to go after the people that aren't treating 
you right. 

And in many respects, I think we're going to have a fantastic relationship, long term, with 
China. But we have to get this straightened out. We have to have some balance. And that goes for 
other countries, and it goes for other places. 

If you look at the European Union, it's very solidly against us in terms of trade. It's very 
unfair. Look, a young girl shaking her head "yes." [Laughter] You know about the European 
Union?  

Audience member. Yes.  

The President. It's like—it's almost—we can't even do business. They send their cars over 
here; they send everything over here. They don't want to take our product. So we can't let that 
happen. Do we agree with that? We can't let that happen. 

We're working very hard on NAFTA with Mexico and Canada, and you know, we'll have 
something, I think, fairly soon. And I told my people—this is, like, a story, "Oh, I want it 
before"—we're making a trip next week to Peru, representing all of South America and different 
places. And it will be very interesting. But they said, "Oh, let's have NAFTA before." I said: 
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"Don't rush it. Take it nice and easy. There's no rush. We get it done right or we'll terminate." 
You know, if we don't have it done right, we're going to terminate. 

When I was running, I said we'll terminate NAFTA, or we'll renegotiate it. And Mexico has 
been pretty good. They were very good to us yesterday, because, you know, they had the caravan 
of thousands of people coming up from Honduras. Thousands of people. And we have very weak 
laws because of the Democrats and Joe. I mean, Joe Manchin is just—[laughter]—he's really not 
helped us on this stuff. 

So we had very, very weak laws. We have the worst laws. You ever think—catch-and-
release, which we're terminating very quickly. We're doing it in pieces. No, it's unbelievable. 
Think of this: So we have a country where if they step one foot—not two feet—if one foot hits 
our country, we have to take those people gently, register them, and then release them. Okay? 
We're going to release them, essentially, in a short period of time. So we release them. And then, 
they're supposed to come for a court case. We hire more judges—we're trying to hire thousands of 
judges. No other country in the world does it. We hire judges so that these people will come back. 

Now, they're on the land. We release them. They go someplace into our country. They're 
supposed to come back within 2 or 3 years for a court case, but nobody ever comes back. 
[Laughter] It's bad enough to say, "Come back in 3 years." But nobody comes back anyway. This 
is our country. If you have a baby on our land, congratulations, that baby is a United States 
citizen. We're the only one. 

Now, Mexico has very tough policies. They can do whatever they want, which is the way it 
should be, to be honest. You're violating something very sacred. You're violating a border. 
Canada, very, very tough—very, very tough. And Canada is very merit based. If you come into 
Canada, it's got to be based on merit. With us, it's a lottery system—pick them out—a lottery 
system. You can imagine what those countries put into the system. They're not putting their good 
ones. 

And remember my opening remarks at Trump Tower, when I opened. Everybody said, "Oh, 
he was so tough," and I used the word "rape." And yesterday it came out where, this journey 
coming up, women are raped at levels that nobody has ever seen before. They don't want to 
mention that. 

So we have to change our laws. And the Democrats, what they're doing is just—it's insanity. 
I don't—nobody understands what's going on. 

So we have to have strong borders. We're going to have the wall. We've already started 
building it. We have a billion-six. We've started building it and fixing miles and miles of wall 
that's already up—and fence. And we're going to have our wall. And we're going to get it very 
strongly. The military is going to be building some of it. But we're going to have very strong 
borders. And we have to change our laws, and we're on working on doing that. 

And believe it or not, if you look in California and you see what's happening, it's an 
incredible phenomenon, because sanctuary cities—it's the worst; it's basically a city to protect a 
lot of people that are bad people, really bad. You look at Kate Steinle; you look at so many other 
things that have happened in our country. And they're protected. 

How about the Mayor of Oakland, where she tells a thousand people to "get going; law 
enforcement is coming to get you." And this was all planned. And many of them scattered, and it 
was pretty much a failure. I mean, to me that's obstruction of justice, and something should 
happen there. And it hasn't, and I don't know why it hasn't. But something should happen there. 

So we're toughening up at the border. We'll be, I think, in great shape over the—I think over 
the next 12 months we'll have a lot of things happening. But we cannot let people enter our 
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country. We have no idea who they are, what they do, where they came from. We have no idea 
what their records are. We don't know if they're murderers, if they're killers, if they're MS–13. 
We're throwing them out by the hundreds. 

You know, we've gone into towns in Long Island where we've taken MS–13, and we've 
actually liberated towns. This is our country, right? I grew up in Long Island, right short of Long 
Island. And these are great towns; I know every one of them. And they were taken over by thugs, 
by—you know, they talk about guns; they didn't want to use guns. They use knives because it's 
much more painful, where they cut people up, because a bullet is too quick. They want to inflict 
pain on students, on young women, young girls walking home. And their parents never see them 
again. They're cut up. 

And this is the kind of stuff—and crap—that we're allowing in our country. And we can't do 
it. We can't do it anymore. 

You have to see, there are some scenes of—the ICE people, they're fantastic, and they're 
tough. And by the way, that's the only thing that these thugs understand. They don't understand: 
"Oh, isn't he an intelligent young man, isn't he wonderful. He studied so hard in school." They 
don't—they only want tough. That's all they understand. 

And these ICE guys are so much tougher than them, and they're grabbing them by the necks 
and throwing them into the paddy wagons. And the town—the people are clapping and 
screaming. Their town has been liberated. It's like it's a war. It's like, literally, it's a war, where 
your town or your city or your country has been liberated. They're clapping, because even the law 
enforcement, some of it, has a hard time. But the—we have taken out—we're moving hundreds 
and hundreds. You saw 2 days ago, we caught 101 of these MS–13 thugs. They're the worst of—I 
mean, probably the worst of the group. But other gangs, too, come in; you just don't know their 
names. But the MS–13 seems to be emblematic of evil, and we're getting them out by the 
hundreds. 

But they can come back in. They can come back in. It's tougher, but they can come back in. 
So we're working out systems now, and we called out the National Guard. And you know, we're 
doing a real job. 

But I'll tell you what: The laws of this country have to be strengthened and toughened up, 
because it is crazy. How about that? Catch—that means you catch them. Now you release them. 
That's what it's called, catch-and-release. Just think of that. 

And chain migration, think of that. So you come in, and now you can bring your family, and 
then you can bring your mother and your father. You can bring your grandmother. You can bring 
your this; you can bring—we had somebody on the West Side Highway, which I know very 
well—in Manhattan—he ran over—I think he killed about eight people. And they never mention 
the 12 people that have been horribly injured. You know, these are not people that have been a 
little bit hurt. You know, they'll lose legs and arms, and they're destroyed for life. Nobody ever 
says that. You know, they don't say, 12 people were absolutely destroyed. A man goes out to run 
because he wants to keep himself in shape, and he ends up going home with no leg, no arm. And 
all he wanted to do was run. It's a beautiful place along the Hudson River. 

And this guy comes out, and he makes a right turn, right where everyone runs. He's on the 
highway going 50, 60 miles an hour. He just goes, "Eh." Then, he killed eight people and injured 
many, many people. Still in the hospital, some of them. That was months ago. And came in 
through chain migration. Or he might have also come in through a lottery. But he brought a lot of 
people with him. They say 22 people. Twenty-two people. 
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So this guy, because he's here, now can get the mother and the father and the grandmother 
and the cousins and the brothers and the sisters and the aunts and the uncles. This is what the 
Democrats are doing to you. And they like it because they think they're going to vote Democrat. 
Okay? Believe me, they're doing that for that reason. 

They're doing it for that reason and other reasons. And other reasons. And other reasons. But 
they are doing it for that reason, because they're not going to be voting with us for the most part. 
A lot of them aren't going to be voting. A lot of times, it doesn't matter, because in many places, 
like California, the same person votes many times. [Laughter] You probably heard about that. 
They always like to say, "Oh, that's a conspiracy theory." Not a conspiracy theory, folks. Millions 
and millions of people. And it's very hard because the State guards their records. They don't want 
to see it. 

So we have a lot of things going on, but a lot of things are being straightened out. And I just 
want to congratulate the State of West Virginia, because I am so proud of you. You were with me 
from day one. From day one. I mean, it was never—no, you were. You were with me from day 
one. There was never like, "Oh, gee, maybe it's going to be close." [Laughter] And do you 
remember, I—at that beautiful arena—where's the arena? Where was the arena, Shelley? At that 
beautiful—it probably held 7,000 people, and we had 20,000, 25,000 people that couldn't get in. 

Audience member. Charleston. 

Sen. Capito. No, in Charleston. Charleston. 

The President. Wasn't that incredible? And I went before the—I said: "Do you mind if I 
don't come back? Because I want to focus on places where it's going to be close, okay?" And 
everyone said, "Don't worry about. Don't come back." Right? 

Sen. Capito. It's getting remodeled. It's getting bigger. 

The President. And we won—I think we won here by 42 points or something. Some 
incredible number. Forty-two points. 

Sen. Capito. It's getting remodeled, so it will be bigger. 

The President. It's getting remodeled. We'll be back. All right? 

But I remember I said that. Because I was seeing these polls and we were so far ahead. I 
said, "Do you think it would be okay if I went to Pennsylvania?" Which, by the way, we won. 
[Laughter] And if I went to North Carolina, which by the way, we won—and Wisconsin and 
Michigan, where it was close. States that hadn't been won by Republicans in many, many years. 
So I really appreciate West Virginia. And I'm very proud of you, and your numbers are 
incredible. And you know, you're among the—percentage-wise, you're among the greatest gainers 
in this country, and I think it's great and it just wasn't that way. 

But—a lot of reasons, but I'll tell you what, you have done great. And we're working on 
coal—clean coal. I always say "clean, beautiful coal." And we're working, and the miners are 
happy. The miners are happy. And we'll be looking at that 202. You know what a 202 is, right? 
We'll be looking at that. We're trying. About nine of your people just came up to me outside: 
"Could you talk about 202?" [Laughter] And we'll be looking at that as soon as we get back. 

And I think with that, I'll start—— 

[At this point, the President held up his prepared remarks.] 

You know, this was going to be my remarks. It would have taken about 2 minutes, but—
[laughter]. 

[He then threw the prepared remarks into the air.] 
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What the hell. [Laughter] That would have been a little boring. Little boring. Right? No, I'm 
reading off the first paragraph, and I said: "This is boring. Come on." [Laughter] We have to 
say—tell it like it is. We have to get Republicans in office. 

And I think with that, I'll—maybe, Shelley, I'll let you start off, and you can—we can go 
around. And I'd like to have Jim say a few words. 

Sen. Capito. Yes. Thank you. 

The President. We'll go around the horn. Thank you. 

Sen. Capito. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. And we'll take some questions. 

Sen. Capito. Yes. And welcome back to West Virginia for the fourth time. You could 
probably drive the car in. Yes. 

We really do have an incredible story to tell. And I'm going to go off script, because when 
people ask me, "What is something about President Trump that I don't know that I might be 
interested to hear?"—and I always say that President Trump is an incredible listener. He—at any 
meeting I've ever been in with you, you've always listened to whoever is speaking and kind of 
take it in and then assimilate it and then move forward in a policy sense. And I appreciate that. 
Because you are such a good listener, and you're going to hear some good stories today. 

I want to do remind you, and everybody here—which I think they already know—I was one 
of your earliest and staunchest reporter—supporter for the tax cut bill. 

The President. That's true. That's true. 

Sen. Capito. So it's also no secret, West Virginia, we've had some tough times. We really 
have. But we're in a sense of renewal and great optimism because of the policies that you've 
brought forward and that Congress has been able to help you with. 

[Sen. Capito continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

So he says thank you. I say thank you. And I look forward to hearing the stories today. And 
thank you, again, for coming. 

The President. I do too. Thank you very much. And, Shelley, the—this will be the last 
time—April—be the last time that you're going to go that old-fashioned, big, lots of pages, 
complicated tax form. Because next April, you're going to, in many cases, one page, one card. It's 
going to be very, very different. Very, very different. 

So not only will you save a lot of money, because it's a lot of money for a lot of people, but 
you're also—and not to even mention the companies where they're employing, because now they 
have all this incentive. If you look, Apple is going to spend $350 billion building plants in our 
country instead of the different places they have them. 

But you'll have a nice, simple form next year. This will be the last year. So take pictures of it 
and enjoy it. [Laughter] This is the last time you'll have to file a very complex and big tax form. 
It will be much easier starting next April. 

Jim. 

Gov. Justice. Well, Mr. President, let me just say just two or three things. First of all, this 
man is a friend of mine, and his family has been a friend for a long time. I can share with you just 
this: that what he's done that has impacted our State thus far has changed our State in so many 
ways, it's unbelievable. 
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[Gov. Justice continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

Now, I'm telling you, that's what kind of man we have in this office. And I love him with all 
my heart, and I'll support him to the death. He's a great man. Give him a giant round of applause. 

The President. Thank you, Jim. Thank you, Jim. That was very nice. Thank you very much. 
Very nice. That's really nice, Jim. Thank you very much. My sons come up—you know, they go 
hunting with Jim. He's a good hunter. And they go hunting. They love to hunt. So thank you very 
much for that. That's really beautiful. 

Maybe I could ask two very smart and very good representatives of you folks to say a few 
words. I'll start with Evan, who you're—you're going to be running, and you've got a pretty close 
race going, I understand. 

Representative Evan H. Jenkins. Welcome. [Laughter] 

The President. We're going to know the outcome. When is the actual race? 

West Virginia State Attorney General Patrick J. Morrisey. May 8th. 

The President. May? 

Attorney General Morrisey. Eighth. 

The President. May 8. So go out and vote. Evan, go ahead. You're up. Then, Patrick. 

Rep. Jenkins. Thank you, Mr. President. Welcome to the Third Congressional District. 

The President. Thank you. 

Rep. Jenkins. Thank you. It's an honor to have you. And as Shelley referenced, this is the 
fourth time in the Third Congressional District. So thank you, thank you very much. 

The President. That's right. Thank you. 

Rep. Jenkins. Terrific. You know, Shelley says people oftentimes ask her, "What's 
something you don't know about the President?" Let me suggest something that everybody in this 
room and every West Virginian knows, and that is, you're a man keeping your promises. 

I was a proud early supporter of your candidacy. Thank you. You made a promise to the 
people of West Virginia to end the war on coal, and you referenced the campaign—remember 
your opponent said she was going to put a lot of coal miners out of work. 

The President. Until she got here. [Laughter] That didn't work. Right? She came here and 
tried to say no. Did I ever say that? That was not a good day, the roundtable. [Laughter] 

Rep. Jenkins. You made a promise to end the war on coal, and you've kept that promise. 
Thank you, on behalf of the great people of West Virginia. 

The President. Thank you, Evan. 

Rep. Jenkins. You also said we're going to cut taxes, and you did that. Shelley referenced, I 
think, some facts and figures. Let me give you an example. 

Not a lot of people know it, but for the average West Virginian, two kids—it's $1,966 more 
in their pocket because of your tax cuts, Mr. President. Thank you, on behalf of the people of 
West Virginia. 

The President. Thank you, Evan. Thank you, Evan. 

Rep. Jenkins. Now, here's something just as powerful: The average mortgage in West 
Virginia is $600. You divide 600 into 1,900, and you find out that, thanks to President Trump, 
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President Trump paid the mortgage payment for 3 months of the average West Virginian. You 
want to talk about making a difference in a family's life, you've done that. You've kept your 
promise. 

The President. Thank you, Evan. 

Rep. Jenkins. And I've shared with the President here, a couple months ago—I said, "Mr. 
President, you know, in West Virginia, you have the highest approval rating of any State in the 
Nation, because West Virginians understand your policies are working." You ended the war on 
coal. You signed the legislation I had the honor of authorizing—authoring that saved one-third of 
all the coal-mining jobs in America. And you did that in the Oval Office. 

So on behalf of the people of West Virginia, thanks for keeping your promise. You're 
welcome to come back any time. 

The President. Thank you. That's beautiful. Thank you. And it's my honor. 

Patrick? 

Attorney General Morrisey. Well, Mr. President, welcome once again to "Wild and 
Wonderful" West Virginia. It's my pleasure to be up with you at this roundtable today because 
your policies really have made an incredible difference in our State. 

Now, to put this in perspective a little bit, for the previous 4 years, as the Attorney General 
of West Virginia, I probably had to file a lawsuit, it felt like, every day against the Obama 
administration. Thank goodness we now have an administration to work closely with who's 
committed to regulatory reform, tax relief, and helping our State out. We had the bullseye on us 
until you got here. So thank you for that. 

The President. Thank you very much. Thank you, Patrick. 

Attorney General Morrisey. Now, when the President comes to your State for the fourth 
time, you know that he cares. He has an incredible commitment to the people of West Virginia. 
The reason why I'm so excited about President Trump and his administration is because on the 
key issues that matter to our State, your policies are dead-on correct. 

[Attorney General Morrisey continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

Now, he also is focusing on the opiate epidemic with a laser beam. I have to tell you, sir, that 
is our number-one challenge here in West Virginia. 

The President. Yes, it is. 

Attorney General Morrisey. We have incredible amounts of senseless death here in our State. 
But over the last 6 months, we've been working with your DEA and others, because we're 
changing the completely failed drug quota system that spit millions and millions of pills into our 
State. Finally, after years of me being stonewalled by Obama, the Trump administration is 
delivering. That is a great thing for the citizens of our State, and I want to thank you for that. 

The President. Well, thank you. And—thank you, Patrick. And, you know, speaking of 
opioid—because you do; you're one of the top States, unfortunately, in the Nation in terms of the 
opioid problem—but we just had $6 billion approved to fight opioid, to take care of people, to 
wean them off the problem once it begins. And that came with the tax cut bill also. And very 
important, $6 billion, that came just with the recent bill, the omni. And we got $6 billion 
approved toward the opioid crisis. It's a tremendous crisis and something that I'm very happy that 
we're able to at least have the funding. 
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Now we have to start the work. It is not an easy situation. This, whatever you call it, it starts, 
and you get hooked so fast. You know, I have friend, he goes to the hospital, he had a bad arm. 
He comes out, and he's, like, a drug addict. You get hooked, and you get hooked fast. 

And we're spending a lot of money on research so that it's not so addictive—painkillers that 
aren't so addictive. These are painkillers where you go into a hospital, you come out, you're a 
drug addict. And then we have the more normalized drug problem, and a lot of that comes 
through the southern border. And that's one of the other reasons we're being very strong with the 
National Guard and with the wall. And we're going to get it stopped. We're going to get it 
stopped. 

We don't need—it's not even—we don't—it's not like we have a choice. We have to get it 
stopped and we will. 

Let's go down toward the end, and you could talk a little bit and tell us about what's going 
on. Go ahead. 

U.S. Postal Service mail carrier Tony Hodge. All right. Hey, good morning, Mr.—— 

The President. Thank you. 

Mr. Hodge. ——or good afternoon, Mr. President. My name is Tony Hodge. I'm a rural mail 
carrier here in West Virginia. I have my wife Jessica with me, and my two sons—Hayden, he's 
10, and Lennon is 7. They're waving at you right now. 

The President. Beautiful. Great. Great looking. 

Mr. Hodge. We are here to thank you for signing the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 
Because of this act, my family has been able to save, this year, $2,417. 

I want to tell you two quick ways of how we've used it. My wife and I, we've talked, we 
have a modest kitchen at home. We wanted to update the countertops. We've wanted to do this for 
a while. Last fall, we were talking about it. I said, "Well, let's wait and see what happens with the 
tax plan." I knew you wanted to have it passed by the end of the year. I said, "Let's see what 
happens." 

[Mr. Hodge continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

So those are two ways that it's directly affected my family. If Jessica, my wife, would like to 
say something. 

Teays Valley Pediatric Dentistry Business Administrator Jessica Hodge. I just want to say 
thank you. I said I wasn't going to cry. [Laughter] Gosh. I just want to say thank you to you for 
the tax cuts. This is a big deal for our family. I think half of this audience is our family. 
[Laughter] We really support you. And this is a big deal. These tax cuts are a big deal. 

Thank you for listening to us. Thank you for fighting for us. Thank you for caring enough to 
allow us the opportunity to come here and tell you "thank you" to your face. My boys—my little 
10-year-old wants to be President one day. [Laughter] 

The President. Oh. It will happen. That's fantastic. That's a beautiful family. 

Ms. Hodge. And I just thank you for the opportunity. 

The President. Thank you very much. So beautiful. Thank you very much. Great family. 
Thank you. Take good care of them, okay, boys? Take good care of them. Thank you. 

Please. 
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Citizens Bank of West Virginia President and Chief Executive Officer Nathaniel S. Bonnell. 
Mr. President, first, thank you for the invitation. I really appreciate it. I think it's an honor to meet 
you, and I'm happy and very proud to participate in this event. 

My name is Nathaniel Bonnell and I am the President of Citizens Bank of West Virginia. I'm 
from Elkins. That's where Citizens is headquartered. We're a small community bank. We have 
five branches within the State, and we've operated out of Elkins for 94 years. So we have a long 
history in the State. 

Our staff is the heart and soul of what makes Citizens successful as a small community bank 
in a small town in West Virginia. And because of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, we were able to 
give every one of our 66 employees an additional $1,000 over and above their normal annual 
raises. 

The President. Good. Great. 

Mr. Bonnell. That $1,000 bonus—we talked to several of the staff members, and they've told 
us several stories. And I've brought with me a staff member today that I'll let speak with you in 
just a moment. 

[Mr. Bonnell continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

So I brought with me today Anita Jones. She is with us and she is one of the recipients of the 
$1,000 bonus. And I'd like to let you—let her tell a little bit about her story. 

The President. Great. Thank you. 

Elkins, WV, resident Anita Rubianto Jones. Mr. President, I'm very honored to be here and to 
finally meet you. My name is Anita Rubianto Jones. I am from Elkins, and I work at Citizens 
Bank of West Virginia as a mortgage loan processor. I am originally from Jakarta, Indonesia. I 
got married in 2006, and I moved to West Virginia in 2007. And in 2013, I became a proud U.S. 
citizen. 

The President. Great. 

Ms. Jones. This country has given me a lot of opportunities to know myself, to be well, to 
done well in so many things I do. I live in beautiful West Virginia. I left my family back home, 
but I gained more in here. I found them in my workplace, I found them in college, and I found 
them in my communities. 

I went to Davis and Elkins College in 2009. And in 2010, I had my internship at the bank. 
And 2010 I started working myself up to the position that I am today. And this year, this blessed 
2018, I have a wonderful surprise from the bank. [Laughter] We all do. We have $1,000 bonus 
each. For me, it is such a blessing, because I'm going to use that money to add the trip for me to 
go home—my home country—to visit my parents and my dad that has not been well. And I have 
not been home since 2009. 

The President. Wow. 

Ms. Jones. Yes. And I'm going to bring my son Daniel to go home with me because he 
forgot everything about where he came from. It is very important for him to do so. 

So—and I'm thankful for the opportunity you gave me. And again, it's—I'm very honored. 

The President. That's so nice. Thank you. And have a good trip. I know Indonesia very well. 
Great people and great—you have some great representatives that I've gotten to know very well 
in Indonesia. So have a good trip. That's really nice. 
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And you know, your bank, maybe from the standpoint of lending—we've done something 
very important; we made it a lot easier for you to lend now to great people that a short period of 
time ago you were not able to lend because of rules, regulations, and you were lending to people 
that you didn't even want to lend. And the people that you wanted to, it was all messed up with 
the rules, regulations, and everything else. And I'm sure you find a big difference. 

But also, we're working on Dodd-Frank right now so that especially the smaller institutions 
can, like, from—from areas like right here, where you have some incredible people that want to 
borrow money, they could never borrow money to start a business or anything else. As you know, 
you were able to do that. The lending difference, you see a big difference right now. And the 
lending climate and the level of anger at banks was just enormous. It was horrible what was going 
on. And there's a tremendous difference right now. You see that as a banker? 

Mr. Bonnell. Significant difference. And community banking is significantly different than, 
I'll say, Wall Street banking. 

The President. Right. Absolutely. 

Mr. Bonnell. And tailoring regulation to community banks is really important to small towns 
like Elkins and small towns in West Virginia. So—— 

The President. That's made a big difference. That's great. And we're doing a step further, and 
it should be done fairly quickly. We're actually—you won't believe this—we're actually getting 
bipartisan support. Does anybody believe that? [Laughter] Maybe Joe won't, but most people 
would. [Laughter] So thank you. Thank you. That's a great story. Beautiful. 

Yes, sir. 

Service Pump and Supply Principal Engineer Sean Farrell. Good afternoon, Mr. President. 
Welcome back to West Virginia. We're glad you're here. My name is Sean Farrell. I'm the 
principal engineer at Service Pump and Supply in Huntington, West Virginia. We primarily serve 
the coal industry, developing solutions for their water issues. 

This is my wife Michelle. 

Michelle Farrell. Hello, Mr. President. 

The President. Hi. 

Ms. Farrell. I would like to introduce with you today that we have our two children, Carly, 
Collin, here with us today. Both of our children attend St. Joseph Catholic School, which is a 
private school in our hometown of Huntington. 

Mr. Farrell. Sir, last month, we opened for the first time a 529 account. Previously, these 
accounts could only be used to spend on college education. With the changes to the tax law, we 
can now spend it with St. Joe, for our kids' K-through-12 education. 

The President. Great. 

Mr. Farrell. It's a great benefit to us. We know a lot of families that are taking advantage of 
it as well. So we appreciate that change to the tax law that allows us to save and invest in those 
accounts and spend it on their K-through-12 education at St. Jo. 

[Mr. Farrell continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

But we appreciate that you're here. We thank you for all that you've done for West Virginia 
and the fact that you're here and that my little guy gets a chance to say hello. 

The President. That's really nice. Thank you. Hello. 
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Please. Please. 

Worldwide Equipment President and Chief Executive Officer Terry L. Dotson. Thank you, 
Mr. President. My name is Terry Dotson. I'm the Chairman and CEO of a company called 
Worldwide Equipment. We have 48 rooftops in six States. We—our company is 50 years old. 
And partly because of your administration, we were able to bring every employee that had been 
with us over 50 years and celebrate 400 rooms we rented from Jim down at the Greenbrier last 
May. [Laughter] 

[Mr. Dotson continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

And I thank you very much for the things that you've done, for the things that you've made 
possible by you being in office. And I just pray to God that you stay focused and get it done as it 
needs to be. Because you've done a great job, and you've been very honest. 

The President. Thank you very much. That's very nice. Thank you. 

Mr. Dotson. I'd like to introduce our HR person, Carla Stapleton . 

The President. Yes. Go ahead. Thank you. 

Worldwide Equipment Director of Human Resources Carla Stapleton. Hello, Mr. President. 
I just want to say that, because of your tax cuts, our employees were able to enjoy bonuses this 
year. Most of our businesses are located throughout the coalfields. And you guys were talking 
about the war on coal. I, firsthand, know—not only as an HR director and as a businessperson, 
but I'm married to a very proud coal miner. So, personally, I know what that wage on war—on 
coal really did to our areas. 

[Ms. Stapleton continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

And I'm proud to say that, under your administration, Mr. President, and the administration, 
the hard-working people of our company feel like they've been able to take a deep breath and 
maybe relax a little bit and enjoy some of the extras that we're able to provide because of you and 
your administration. I just want to say thank you, on behalf of Worldwide Equipment and all of 
our employees. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you. That's so nice. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

And you know, you talk about the trucking industry. It's true, they're doing very well, and 
they're building a lot of trucks. And we want those trucks, for the most part, to be built right here 
in the United States. Right? Right here in the U.S. So—and a lot of them are. 

Thank you. That's great. It's a great story. 

Leslie Equipment Co. Parts Manager Jon Lilly. President Trump, I want to thank you for 
just this opportunity to address you. I want to thank God for this opportunity as well. I'm not a 
political person by any means. I mean, I really don't pay a whole lot of attention to it. I'm a simple 
man. I'm a father, I'm a worker, I'm a husband, and that's what I focus on. 

You know, my daughter Hailey, is in the audience. We have two young sons, Jordan and 
Jason, that—[laughter]—we have two young sons, Jordan and Jason, that wasn't able to come 
today. And you know, I work for them. 

We're Christians. We serve at our church, Daniels Bible Church. Our pastor is with us today 
in the audience. And I know he's a big supporter. And you know—— 

The President. That's nice. Introduce him. Who is your pastor? 

Mr. Lilly. Carl Dingus. He's up there waving.  
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Elizabeth Lilly. There he is. All the way up there. 

Mr. Lilly. But you know, I work for Leslie Equipment. We're a John Deere dealership, and 
last week, you was at a Cat training facility. They might be our competition. But you was—
[laughter]—talking, just speaking a lot about infrastructure and how you're going to rebuild the 
American infrastructure. And you know, that's a blessing to hear for our company. 

[Mr. Lilly continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

The bigger reason we're here is, our family was blessed a lot by the tax cuts. I'm going to 
introduce my wife now, Elizabeth. She can tell you exactly how that's been a blessing to our 
family. 

Ms. Lilly. Hi, my name is Elizabeth. Thank you for being here. Thank you for letting us be 
here. We really appreciate it. 

Our family is averaging savings, now, right over $3,500. So it's amazing. And Hailey—we 
actually—she's joined the archery team for her school, and we get to travel with her now and 
watch her shoot archery all over the State of West Virginia, which is awesome. 

And also, my health—we have some issues with my health, and we have to travel about 3 
hours one way to the hospital that I have to go to. And instead of driving down and back, now we 
can stay overnight instead of making the trip in 1 day. So that's amazing. 

The President. That's great. 

Ms. Lilly. It's really, really helped us out. 

The President. That's great. Thank you. That's beautiful. Thank you. And you're doing well, 
right? 

Ms. Lilly. I have surgery again in June, but I'm okay. 

The President. You're going to be well. 

Ms. Lilly. Yes, I'm good. [Laughter] 

The President. No doubt. That's great. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Lilly. Thanks. 

The President. It's really beautiful. Thank you. 

Please. 

Davis Trust Co. President and Chief Executive Officer Hugh G. Hitchcock. President Trump, 
it's an honor to have the opportunity to speak with you today. And I want to thank you also, 
again, for coming back to West Virginia. I know it means a great deal to all of our citizens that 
you're here. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I'm Hugh Hitchcock. I'm president and CEO of Davis Trust Company. We're 
a $145 million community asset—community bank in Elkins, West Virginia, about 110 miles 
north of White Sulphur Springs. We've been in business for over 117 years. We have 45 full-time 
employees. We're members of the Community Bankers of West Virginia, which is a State 
affiliate to the ICBA. 

[Mr. Hitchcock continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

And, Mr. President, I urge you to stay the course. Stay the course. It's not easy. And what 
you have done for our country—you, again, are helping to turn things around in a big way. 
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And now, to give you an idea of what the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act means to one of our 
employees, it's my pleasure to introduce to you one of our recently promoted Assistant Head 
Teller, Ann Macomber, to explain just what the benefit of the base-pay increase means to her. 

Thank you for being here. 

The President. Thank you. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Thank you. 

The President. Thank very much. 

Davis Trust Co. Assistant Head Teller Anne Macomber. I am so fortunate to work for a 
company willing to share their savings from the tax plan with their employees. The employees of 
Davis Trust Company did not just receive a one-time-only bonus, but an increase to our wages. 
This means more money in our paychecks now and also in the future. 

[Ms. Macomber continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

I appreciate the opportunity to express my gratitude to both my employer, Davis Trust 
Company, and also to you, Mr. President. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you very much. Thank you very much. And also, I think you were 
probably in the White House, and I saw a whole group of people. It was over the regulation. They 
were being regulated right out of business, and we took care of that. And we did it in a very nasty 
fashion. You would have been very proud of us. [Laughter] We had a man that was a disaster. He 
really—he was inflicting pain, wasn't he? 

Mr. Hitchcock. Absolutely. 

The President. It was crazy. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Absolutely. 

The President. These are great people. There was, you know, hundred-year-old institutions 
that were not going to make it. And we took care of that situation very rapidly. It was a terrible 
thing that was happening to a lot of great institutions, smaller institutions. And now they're 
thriving, I would say, right? 

Mr. Hitchcock. Yes. Things are—have definitely turned around. 

The President. Little difference. That's good. Thank you very much Hugh. I'm glad to see 
you in happier times. You were not so happy when I saw you. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Not a few years ago, sir, no. 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Thank you. 

The President. So that pretty much wraps it up. We're very proud of the tax cut. It's—a lot of 
people are being helped so much, and so many things in there that we don't even talk about, when 
you're talking about tooling and trucking and all of the elements of investment that you have to 
make and now you have 1-year expensing. Who would have believed you would have had that? 
Nobody ever thought that was going to be possible to get where you can write off your expenses 
in 1 year what you—I mean, simply 1-year expensing. I think it's going to be the greatest benefit 
in the whole bill. I actually think that perhaps could have the biggest benefit in the bill. 

Tremendous amounts of money is coming, and basically, billions and billions of dollars is 
being brought from offshore where big companies, small companies, they had money trapped 
outside of our country; they couldn't get it in. And I think it's going to end up being $4 trillion 
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will come back in. Already, Apple said they're bringing back about $220 billion, and others are 
bringing back billions and billions of dollars, and it's coming back at a faster rate than we ever 
thought possible. 

So it's been—it's really been tremendous. So I just can say, on behalf of myself and 
Republicans and the Trump administration, and all of the people that work so hard, it's been an 
honor. It's had a huge impact on our country. And wait until you see the numbers. The numbers 
are starting to get released of companies and, frankly, families and their spending and their 
spending habits, and they're able to go out and buy things. And hopefully, we're going to start 
making more things in the United States. 

And that will be great when you see elements of your life that were very important and they 
were made in different countries. I think we're going to start making things here again, and that's 
very important. When we renegotiate a lot of these deals, we're taking a lot of the incentive away 
to go elsewhere. 

We want our people to make products that they're buying, and we want to be proud of it 
again. You know, we used to have an expression: "Made in the U.S.A." And we don't hear that 
too much anymore, but we're starting to hear it a lot. We have factories moving from Mexico. 
And again, we're negotiating a deal with Mexico, NAFTA, and I hope it works out. But it was a 
horrible deal for our country. It was incompetently drawn. It was a shame that it ever happened. It 
emptied out millions of jobs. Thousands of factories and plants. They left. And a lot of them are 
moving back. Chrysler just announced they're moving back into Michigan, and many other car 
companies are expanding and building brandnew plants. That hasn't happened for many years—
for decades. 

So it's my honor. We're enjoying it. We're fighting it. We've got a lot of people out there that 
I don't think are very good people, but that's okay. We have some people that are great people. 
We have some people that really, they love this country more than anything, and they see now it's 
on the right track. And it's going to get better and better. And you'll see a lot of changes and a lot 
of very positive changes. 

But it's been great hearing your stories. Your stories have been fantastic. And, Jim, I want to 
thank you. And, Shelley, I want to thank you. And, Patrick and Evan, good luck. I don't know, 
you two—[laughter]—you two. Good luck. 

Mr. Morrisey. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. That's going to be a—should we do a little test? [Laughter] 

Rep. Jenkins. Yes. Let's do it. Let's do it. [Laughter] 

The President. Who's voting for Patrick? 

[Audience members cheered.] 

The President. Who's voting for Evan? 

[Audience members cheered.] 

Mr. Morrisey. This is his Congressional district, that's why. 

The President. I don't know. Yes, it's your district. Okay. [Laughter] 

Mr. Morrisey. We're statewide. 

The President. But it was fairly close. [Laughter] It was fairly close, right? 

Hey, thanks everybody. We love you all. We'll be back. Thank you very much. Thank you. 
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remarks, he referred to Sen. Joseph A. Manchin III; Mayor Elizabeth B. "Libby" Schaaf of 
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